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The Second Sunday after Epiphany

January 18, 2026

EPIPHANY

By the word Epiphany we refer both to a particular
day (January 6™) and to the season that follows it.
(This season varies in length — from two to six
Sundays — depending on Easter’s falling early or
late.) But what is Epiphany? “We now celebrate the
Epiphany of our Lord”, writes Robert Crouse, “his
manifestation, his showing forth, or shining forth;
the appearing of the new Sun of Righteousness, the
light that shines in the darkness, the light which all
this world’s darkness can never overcome. ‘For God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ’ (2 Corinthians 4:6). That is the theme of the
Epiphany: the shining forth of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ, who is ‘the power of God
and the wisdom of God’ (1 Corinthians 1:24).”

Crouse also says “Epiphany is not about the
showing forth of God in his works, but the showing
forth of God in himself: the showing forth of God
in Christ, who is ‘very God from very God’”.
Christ, the Word made flesh, is himself the
Epiphany of God’s grace and glory (John 1:14),
and therefore the Church commemorates multiple
moments of epiphany. Though we give priority to
the Adoration of the Magi, “the Manifestation of
Christ to the Gentiles”, yet (in line with ancient
tradition) the Prayer Book acknowledges two other
events: the Baptism of Christ, where Christ’s divine
Sonship was “manifested” (John 1:31) and in the
Wedding of Cana, where Jesus did his first miracle,
changing water into wine, “and manifested forth his
glory” (John 2:11).

But, as Crouse says, “the divine life is manifested
in Christ that we might be partakers of it. That is to
say, there is an epiphany, a showing forth of the
divine life in us. That is the continual theme of the
Epistle lessons for the Sundays of this season”; each
of which “are significantly related to the particular

Sunday’s gospel”. Their pattern is this: “the Gospel
lesson always reveals some aspect of the showing
forth of God in Christ; the corresponding Epistle
lesson always reveals how that showing forth of God
has also a showing forth in our life as Christians.”

On the first Sunday after Epiphany, the Gospel
(Luke 2:41-52) speaks of Christ among the Doctors
(teachers) of the Law in the Temple, where he
amazed them with his understanding and answers;
how he manifested self-consciousness as Son of
God — “wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s
business?”’; how his parents “understood not his
saying”’; how he “grew in wisdom and stature”. It’s
all about the manifestation of the wisdom of God.
The Epistle (Romans 12:1-5) appeals for the
showing forth of that same wisdom in the life of the
Church: “be not conformed to this world, but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God”.

On the second Sunday after Epiphany, it is the
manifestation of the power of God that is
proclaimed in the gospel (John 2:1-11, dislocated in
the 1928 Prayer Book but restored to its ancient
place in our practice). At the wedding in Cana,
Jesus takes on the responsibility of the bridegroom
for the wedding feast, by changing water into wine.
He is thus manifest as the Bridegroom come to
claim the Church his Bride, and to transform our
nature by the power of his Spirit. That same power
of the Spirit is manifested in his Body in the
Church, in its endowment with gifts for service
(Romans 12:6-16), and above all in the gift of
charity. “Let love be without dissimulation”.

Divine wisdom, divine power are manifested to
us in Christ - and on the third Sunday, divine
goodness. (The first Article of Religion confesses
God is “infinite in power, wisdom, and goodness”).
The goodness of God is not a sterile moral
perfection: it is a generosity that overflows in all its
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE
ADDITIONAL UPCOMING EVENTS
e Jan. 18-23: Nashotah House Seminar at
St. John’s Church.
e Jan. 21, 4:30 p.m.: PACK, 4 Mall Terrace
e Jan. 25, 12:30 p.m.: Coffee Hour

e Feb. 12-13: Prayer Book Society/Anglican Way
Conference at St. John’s Church. More details
at AnglicanWay.org/2026-conference

¢ Feb. 18: Ash Wednesday: Imposition of Ashes
& Holy Communion at 7 a.m. in the Chapel and
Noon and 5:30 p.m. in the Church

Volunteer as a Church Tour Docent

Visitors to Savannah enjoy learning about our his-
toric church, but we can’t keep these tours open
without volunteer docents. Consider offering a
few hours each month to share the beauty, the his-
tory, and the holiness of St. John’s. Tours are
Tuesdays and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call
the church office at 912-232-1251 if interested.

UPCOMING WORSHIP
WEEK OF EPIPHANY 2

Monday to Friday:
No online Morning Prayer this week

Monday, January 19:
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Church office is closed.

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
Noon Holy Communion, Church
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel

Tuesday, January 20
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
Noon Holy Communion, Church
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel

Wednesday, January 21
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
Noon Holy Communion, Church
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
9 p.m. Sung Compline, Church

Thursday, January 22
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
Noon Litany & Ante-communion, Church
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel
6 p.m. Solemn Choral Eucharist, Church

Friday, January 23
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
Noon Holy Communion, Church
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel

Sunday, January 25:
Conversion of St. Paul (Epiphany 3)
8 a.m. Holy Communion, Church
8:45 a.m. Nursery, Cranmer Hall
open until 12:15 p.m.

9 a.m. Family Holy Communion, Church
10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School,
Cranmer Hall & Chapel
11 a.m. Morning Prayer, Church/Online
12:30 p.m. Coffee Hour, Green-Meldrim
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Candlemas
Evensong

A Service of Music by Candlelight

SUNDAY, FEB 1 AT 5PM

Sung by the
Choirs of St. John’s Church

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH

SAVANNAH
325 Bull Street ® StJohnsSav.org

MUSIC ON
MADISON

SQUARE

Presents

The St. James Compline Choir
The Infant upheld the Ancient

performing works by Thomas Tallis, Caroline Shaw,
Sarah Rimbkus, and others!

Sunday, February 15th at SPM!
St. John’s Church, Savannah e 325 Bull Street » 31401

Purchase your tickets bere:
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DEMENTIA
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP

AT

HOPE HAVEN

SAVANNAH RESPITE

Cranmer Hall of 5t. John's Churche
27 West Charlton Street. 3 Floor
Facilitated by Jill Costello of the
Edeal Caregiver Institute

Men of St. Jobni

Annual

Roast &

SATURDAY, FEB. 7 » 11AM - 3PM
Ovysters served at II :30AM
Camp Villa Marie




THIS SUNDAY AT ST. JOHN'S
The nursery (infants to four-year-olds)
is available from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
on the 2" floor of Cranmer Hall.

8 A.M. HoLy CommunioN, Church
Breakfast is available in Cranmer Hall following
the 8 & 9 a.m. services this Sunday.

Introit: Psalm 66, BCP pp. 417418
The Collect and The Epistle , BCP p. 111
The Gospel (John 2:1-11), BCP p. 113

9 A.M. FAMILY MORNING PRAYER, Church

10 A.M. ALL AGES SUNDAY SCHOOL,
Cranmer Hall & St. Mary’s Chapel

11 A.M. SUNG EucHARIST, Church & Online

4:30 p.Mm. EVENING PRAYER & HOLY
ComMuNION, Chapel

Assisting in Worship

VESTRY OFFERING CHAIR
8 a.m. Mr. Arthur D. Weed
11 a.m. Mr. Patrick Worsham

USHERS
Mr. John G. Bradshaw
Mr. Frank Somoskey

CHOIR
Choir of Adults

Corree Hour
Mrs. Mark D. Stevens (Chambliss)

CHANCEL SOCIETY
Mrs. Jayne G. Holland
Mrs. Carter C. Hubbard, Sr. (Barbara)
Mrs. John G. Bradshaw (Sally)
Mrs. B. Ray Summerell (Melanie)
Mrs. David A. Young (Pam)
Mrs. Nohl A. Braun, Jr. (Alyce)
Ms. Linda H. Pounds
Laura C. Wimbish
Mr. and Mrs. David Schultz (David & Lucinda)
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works. And where it overflows, as the gospel
lesson illustrates (Matthew 8:1-13) it is not
overcome of evil, but overcomes evil with good.
Jesus is not defiled by contact with the leper;
rather the leper is cleansed and restored by his
touch. The goodness which restores the diseased
member to communion with God’s people
overflows the boundaries of Israel, to the healing
even of the Gentile - not by proximity of physical
contact, but by the authority of Christ’s word — a
premonition of the word that will be carried to the
ends of the world, and of those who come from all
its corners to the banquet of the kingdom. The
Epistle lesson (Romans 12:16-21) calls for the
same divine goodness to manifested in the Church,
in its response to evil will and persecution: “be not
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good”.
The order of the divine attributes manifested on
these Sundays is not accidental: wisdom first, then
power, goodness third. First we must “perceive
and know what things we ought to do” (wisdom),
and only then receive grace and power to do them.
Only then are we able to do what is good. Thus
our transformation begins in the renewal of the
mind in the wisdom of God, the revelation of
God’s glory in the Incarnate Son. “Arise, shine,
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee” (Isaiah 60:1). —GGD

Flowers for Sunday

The flowers in church this Sunday are given
to the glory of God, and in memory of Miss
Louise Strong Falligant by the Chancel Society.

And in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. William
J. Deal and Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Derst, Jr. by
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Derst III and family.

And in loving memory of Julia Floyd Smith,
Sanford G. Simmons, John Pindar Bradshaw
Schaller and loved ones by Mrs. Marie Simmons.

And in honor of the fourth anniversary of
Reverend Jonathan Jameson’s ordination on
January 21, 2022.

To offer flowers for the altar, please call the
Church office. After Sunday, the flowers are
delivered to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-ins.




