
The Creed of Nicea (II)  
The Nicene Creed begins with the confession of 
Israel’s faith in “one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 
and invisible”. Pagan religions confused the natural 
with the divine, the many with the one: the scriptures 
of Israel made a sharp distinction between creature 
and Creator, the many and the one. The faith of Nicea 
is grounded on this distinction. The one God is utterly 
“other” than the manifold creature – but also intimate-
ly involved and (as the “all-ruling” Almighty) 
ultimately responsible for them. That is to say, despite 
appearances to the contrary, the world is not a chaos 
of warring principles. In all of reality (both visible and 
invisible, both matter and spirit) we meet one all-
creating all-ruling principle of fatherly goodness. 
“This is my Father’s world”.  

But if God is Father, then he has a Son. Metaphori-
cally, God is known as Father in creation (which is 
other in nature); and much more in his election of a 
people to be his own (a creature brought near in grace): 
“Israel is my son, even my firstborn” (Exodus 4:22). 
But sonship by nature is found neither in the creature 
nor in the chosen people. God’s promise conferred 
sonship on the heir of David’s throne, and the Messiah 
Jesus was confessed as “the only-begotten Son” (John 
1:18). But was this sonship in the fullest sense, a 
sharing in the divine nature? The Arians who sought to 
preserve the oneness of God by denying true Sonship, 
parsed the word “begotten” as a metaphor for 
“created”: in relation to the Father, Christ was merely a 
creature, even if he were “God” to other creatures. It is 
this Arian reading of “begotten” that the Creed is 
designed to exclude.  

 It begins with the biblical language: “one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God”, and then 
begins applying pressure. He is “begotten of the 
Father before all worlds” – contrary to the Arians, 
there was not a “time” when he was not. He is “God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God”. He is 
as inseparable from the Father as the sun is insepara-
ble from its radiance, for to be the sun is to give light. 
And thus the Son is “of the Father” in a way that all 

creatures are not: “begotten not made”, a direct denial 
of the Arian conflation of these terms. He is not a 
creature, made at the Father‘s will and in essence, 
therefore, other than God; he is a Son “of one sub-
stance with the Father“, sharing the same immaterial 
and indivisible divine nature with him. This is the 
famous ‘homoousios’, the word whose meaning the 
Arians could not bend. Identity in substance means 
there is no difference or division in nature between 
Father and Son. As Athanasius said, “whatever is true 
of the Father is true of the Son, except ‘Father’”. They 
are distinguished not (one might say) by what they are 
– the same indivisible and immaterial divine substance 
– but only by who they are in relation to one another, 
as Father and as Son. And because they are one 
substance, as the Creed acknowledges the Father as the 
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U PCOMING  WORSHIP  
Week of Advent 3 

 

Monday to Friday: 
8:15 a.m. Online Morning Prayer 

 

Monday, December 15 
Noon Holy Communion, Chapel 

 

Tuesday, December 16 
Noon Holy Communion, Chapel 
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel 

 

Wednesday, December 17: Ember Day 
Noon Holy Communion, Church 
5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Chapel 
9 p.m. Sung Compline, Chapel 

 

Thursday, December 18 
Noon Holy Communion, Chapel 

5 p.m. Evening Prayer  
with Holy Communion, Chapel 

 

Friday, December 19: Ember Day 
Noon Holy Communion, Chapel 

 

Saturday, December 20: Ember Day 
11 a.m. Holy Communion, Chapel 

 

Sunday, December 21 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

8 a.m. Holy Communion, Church 

8:45 a.m. Nursery, Cranmer Hall 
open until 12:15 p.m. 

9 a.m. Family Holy Communion, Church 

10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School,  
Cranmer Hall & Chapel 

11 a.m. Lessons & Carols, Church/Online 

12:15 p.m. Special Coffee Hour, Green-Meldrim 
Sponsored by the Men of St. John’s, featuring  

Myrtice Lewis’s famous eggnog 

12:15 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, 
Cranmer Hall, 1st Floor (Fellowship Hall) 

Church Office: 1 West Macon St, 31401  ........... (912) 232-1251 

Bishop of GA ..................................The Rt. Rev. Frank Logue 
Rector ........................................... The Rev. Gavin G. Dunbar 
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Hon. Assisting Priest ...................................Rev. David Thurlow 
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Allan Reynolds, Jr. (Beverley), Mr. Douglas P. McManamy, 
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Offering Envelopes for 2026 
For those who use offering envelopes, they are 
now available for pick-up in the Narthex of the 
Church this Sunday. Please take your box from 
the table. Thank you! 

2026 Annual Pledges 
If you haven’t submitted your annual pledge for 
2026, please submit it before the end of Decem-
ber. Pledge card are available at the back of the 
church or you may go online at StJohnsSav.org/
pledge to submit it electronically. 

Christmas Decorations 
If you’d like to contribute to the decoration of the 
Church during Christmas, forms are available in 
the back of the Church. Submit forms/checks 
(payable: St. John’s Chancel Society) to the church 
office for the giving of a poinsettia ($45), wreath 
($80), or garland ($80) for the Church. Donations 
and dedications received by Dec. 14 will  
be published in the Dec. 28th Parish Paper.  
After Dec. 14, donations and dedications  
will be published in the Jan. 4th Parish Paper. 



 

Flowers This Sunday  
The flowers in church this Sunday are given  
to the glory of God, and in loving memory of 
Marshall F. Campbell, Jr. and their grandson, 
Alexander Mueller Archie by Dr. and Mrs. H. 
Emerson Thomas, Jr.  
  And in memory of loved ones by Mrs. 
William E. Hutchinson, Jr.  
  And in joyful celebration of the birthday of 
Rencie Schmidt by her loving husband, Peter 
Schmidt. 
  And in celebration of the marriage of Lauren 
Taylor Kiley to John Powell Sheahan on November 
22, 2025, by Mr. & Mrs. J. Pride Sheahan. 
 

To offer flowers for the altar, please call the Church 
office. After Sunday, the flowers are delivered to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-ins. 

T HE  A DVENT  & CHRISTMAS  
SEASON  AT  ST . JOHN ’S C HURCH  

Saturday, Dec. 13 

• Breakfast with Santa – The Children’s School at St. 
John’s holds their annual fundraiser, 9:30 a.m. in the 
Green-Meldrim Mall. Tickets: StJohnsPreschool.org. 

Sunday, Dec. 14: Advent III 

• Angel Tree Collection Concludes – Plan to drop off 
or ship your gifts by Monday, Dec. 15. 

• Music on Madison Square – At 5 p.m., The Choirs  
of St. John’s perform Christmas Oratorio. Tickets  
at StJohnsSav.org/mms or at the door. 

Sunday, Dec. 21: Advent IV 

• Lessons & Carols and Eggnog Coffee Hour –  At 
11 a.m., join us in the church for a beautiful liturgy 
followed by a special reception in the Green-
Meldrim House featuring Mrs. Lewis’s eggnog. 

• Christmas Pageant Rehearsal – At 12:15 p.m.,  
the youth and children meet in Cranmer Hall to  
dress and practice for the Christmas Eve pageant. 

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve 

• 5 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant & Family  
Eucharist (Church & livestreamed) Nursery and 
childcare are available in Cranmer Hall. 

• 11 p.m. Midnight Christmas Mass – Solemn Sung 
Eucharist (Church & livestreamed) 

Thursday, Dec. 25: Christmas Day 

• 11 a.m. Solemn Eucharist (Church & livestreamed) 

Saturday, Dec. 27: Feast of St. John’s 

• 5:15 p.m. Meet in Cranmer Hall to celebrate the  
third day of Christmas with refreshments then  
proceed to the parking lot to board trolleys at 6 p.m. 
for carol singing around Savannah. Space is limited,  
so please RSVP online to reserve your spot. 

Thursday, Jan. 1: New Year’s Day 

• 12 p.m. Holy Communion in the church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Help Hope Haven continue making a difference for  
families living with brain changes like dementia. Every gift 
is DOUBLED through Dec. 31. Thanks to our early support-
ers, we’ve raised $7,760! Every gift makes a difference.  

 

SAVANNAHRESPITE.COM/DONATE 

Women of St. John’s 
New Officers & Bazaar Update 

Congratulations to the 2026-2027 officers: Meta 
Logan as President and Chambliss Stevens as Vice 
President. We are grateful for the service of the 
outgoing board members and look forward  
to working with the new board members! All pa-
rishioners are invited to the Jan. 7, 10 a.m. Com-
munion and Officer Installation in the Chapel and 
the meeting in Cranmer Hall following the service.  

 Additionally, the WSJ was presented with a check 
for the 2025 Holly Days Bazaar proceeds – $42,000! 
These funds are used to continue the mission of the 
Women of St. John’s, which includes parish ministry 
and community support. Thank you to everyone who 
gave their time, talents, and treasures to this beloved 
annual fundraiser!  

Save the date for the 2026 Bazaar  
November 12 & 13 

 



“Maker of heaven and earth”, so also that the Son is the 
one “by whom all things were made”.  

Why does his deity matter? Because if it is not God 
himself who comes to us in Jesus, then he is not in 
truth the Savior of the world – for is axiomatic that 
only the Creator of the world can be its Savior (Isaiah 
43:11). If it was not in truth the Son of God who 
became in the Son of Man, then the sons of men cannot 
possibly become the Sons of God by the grace that is 
his. This logic works both ways: it also demands that 
Christ be true Man as well as true God; for only as God 
and Man can he be the Mediator of God and men.  

And therefore after confessing his deity the creed 
turns to his humanity. It is “for us men and for our 
salvation” that the Son of God “came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the 
Virgin Mary”. The Nicene faith corrects the error of 
Arius, who denied Christ’s divinity; but it also corrects 
the (equal but opposite) error of Apollinarius, who 
affirmed the divinity but denied the full humanity. (He 
had taught that the Word took the place of the mind 
and soul in the humanity of Christ.) For what is not 
assumed (taken on) is not redeemed, yet Christ 
accomplished the redemption not only of our entire 
humanity in body and soul. It was in the full humanity 
he took upon himself in the womb of Mary that the Son 
of God accomplished our redemption, whose primary 
moments of humiliation and exaltation, the Creed 
sketches: death, burial, resurrection, ascension, session 
at the Father’s right hand (in the place of co-equal 
authority, as the one Mediator of salvation), his final 
return in glory to judge the world.  

 One element only receives special attention: that he 
was “crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate”. 
“Crucified” means he bore the curse and condemnation 
of sin; “for us” (cf 1 Cor. 15:3) means that he suffered 
in our place and on our behalf, to win for us the 
blessing and righteousness that he alone deserves. 
“Under Pontius Pilate” secures his death as an event in 
history (not a myth), never to be repeated, and by 
implication, “once for all”.  

 The Gospel is not the story of the man who became 
God, but of the God whom became man. In the person 
of the Son, God himself has entered into the world he 
made, the Creator taking upon himself the existence 
of a creature. God shares in the life of men, in order 
that men might share in the life of God. This is the 
faith we celebrate at Christmas. Unless it is the true 
God who enters the world, unless it is true humanity 
that he makes his own – there is no Christmas. – GGD 

T HIS  SUNDAY  AT  ST . JOHN ’S 
The nursery (infants to four-year-olds)  

is available from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  
on the 2nd floor of Cranmer Hall. 

. 

8 a.m. Holy Communion, Church 
Breakfast is available in Cranmer Hall following  

the 8 & 9 a.m. services this Sunday. 

Introit: Psalm 85, BCP p. 446 
The Collects, BCP pp. 93, 90  

The Epistle and Gospel, BCP p. 94 
. 

9 a.m. Family Holy Communion, Church 
. 

10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School 
Cranmer Hall & St. Mary’s Chapel 

. 

11 a.m. Morning Prayer & Baptism,  
Church & Online 

.. 

5 p.m. Music on Madison Square: The 

Choirs of St. John’s Christmas Oratorio, 
Church, (Tickets available online and at the door.) 
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Assisting in Worship  
 

Vestry Offering Chair  
8 a.m. Mr. Arthur D. Weed 

11 a.m. Mrs. Graham P. Sadler (Dolly)  
 

Ushers 
 Mr. Frank Somoskey 
Mr. Patrick Worsham  

 

Choir 
Schola Choir 

 

Chancel Society 
Mrs. Timothy E. Coy (Dorothea) 

Mrs. Jayne G. Holland 
Mrs. Carter C. Hubbard, Sr. (Barbara) 

 Mrs. John G. Bradshaw (Sally) 
Mrs. Martin R. Sullivan (Martha) 
Mrs. Nohl A. Braun, Jr. (Alyce) 

Ms. Linda H. Pounds 
Mrs. I. David Futrell, Jr. (Penny) 

Miss Stella Futrell 
Mrs. John C. Wylly 


