
Choral Matins

Please maintain a reverent silence before the service

The setting of the Preces and Responses is by Richard Ayleward (1626-1669)

The Canticles are set to music in the key of B-flat by Charles Stanford (1852-1924)

Voluntary: Selections by the brass ensemble

The People kneel and a Priest says the opening prayer to which they respond

Amen.

As the procession enters the Nave, the People stand and sing

Hymn 266 “Holy, Holy, Holy!”	 nicaea

The Confession of Sin	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 6

The Officiant bids the Confession, the People kneel and say together

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. 

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 

thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have done 

those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have 

mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults, Restore 

thou those who are penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind In Christ Jesus 

our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, 

righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Officiant alone stands and pronounces the Absolution to which the People respond

Amen.

All remain kneeling and say together 

The Lord’s Prayer	 BCP, p. 7

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Preces (sung by the Officiant and Choir)

V	 O Lord, open thou our lips.

R	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

V	 O God, make speed to save us.

R	 O Lord, make haste to help us.

The People stand and the Choir continues

V	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

R	 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end. Amen.

V	 Praise ye the Lord.

R	 The Lord’s Name be praised.

The Venite (sung by All)	 The Hymnal 1940, 608

Antiphon: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, | one God;

O come, let | us adore him.

The People sit for the Psalm and stand at the Gloria Patri

The Psalm Appointed

Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster	 BCP, p. 350

Music: Vernon Hoyle (b. 1948) 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 36:16–28

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt 

in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way was before me as 

the uncleanness of a removed woman. Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that 

they had shed upon the land, and for their idols wherewith they had polluted it: And I scattered 

them among the heathen, and they were dispersed through the countries: according to their way 

and according to their doings I judged them. And when they entered unto the heathen, whither 

they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of the 

Lord, and are gone forth out of his land. But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Is-

rael had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, 

thus saith the Lord God; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s 

sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. And I will sanctify my great 

name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and 

the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you 

before their eyes. For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, 

and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 

clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 

give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your 

flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to 

walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land 

that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

Canticle: Te Deum (the congregation is seated; sung by the Choir)	 BCP, p. 10 
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The New Testament Lessons:

Revelation 4	 BCP, p. 186 

John 3:1–15	 BCP, p. 187 

Canticle: Jubilate (sung by the Choir)	 BCP, p. 15

The congregation is seated, and stands at the Gloria Patri

The Apostles’ Creed (said by All)	 BCP, p. 15

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 

Virgin Mary: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into 

hell; The third day he rose again from the dead: He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty: From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints: The Forgiveness 

of sins: The + Resurrection of the body: And the Life Everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers (sung by the Officiant and Choir)

V	 The Lord be with you.

R	 And with thy spirit.

V	 Let us pray.

The People kneel, and the Choir continues

V	 Lord have mercy upon us;

R	 Christ have mercy upon us;

V	 Lord have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer (sung by All)	  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.

The Suffrages

V	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.

R	 And grant us thy salvation.

V	 O Lord, save the State.

R	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

V	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.

R	 And make thy chosen people joyful.

V	 O Lord, save thy people.

R	 And bless thine inheritance.

V	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.

R	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

V	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.

R	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collects	 BCP, pp. 186, 17 

The Officiant continues with the prayers for the faithful departed

Officiant	 Of your charity, I bid your prayers for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed:

		  Rest + eternal grant unto them, O Lord;

People	 and let light perpetual shine upon them.

Officiant	 May they rest in peace.

People	 Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom & The Grace	 BCP, p. 20

The People respond

Amen.

The People sit

The Notices

The People stand and join in singing

Hymn 285 “The God of Abraham praise”	 leoni

The Address

The Offering

The People stand and the Priest begins the Offering with a sentence of scripture. After which, the People sit.

The Anthem

Glorious and powerful God, we understand thy dwelling is on high, above the starry sky.

Thou dwell’st not in stone temples made with hand, but in the flesh hearts of the sons of men

To dwell is Thy delight, near hand, though out of sight.

We give of thine own hand, thy acceptation is very life and blood, to all acceptations good.

Whenever here or hence our supplication, from pure and with unfeigned hearts, to thee ascends.

Be present with thy grace, shew us thy loving face.

Oh! down on us full showers of mercy send, let thy love’s burning beams dry up all our sin’s streams.

Arise, O Lord, and come into thy rest.

Both now and evermore thy name by blest,

Founder and Foundation of endless habitation. Amen.

Words: Anonymous 

Music: Charles Wood (1866-1926)
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The People stand as representatives of the congregation bring the People’s gifts to the Priest and sing

Hymn 139 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”	 old hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him, above ye heavenly hosts:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Priest then says

	 	 All things come of thee, O Lord,

People	 and of thine own have we given thee. Amen.

The Procession

The Altar Party forms a procession at the altar rail and a Priest sings

		  The Lord be with you.

People	 And with thy spirit.

Priest	 Let us go forth in peace.

People	 In the Name of Christ. Amen. 

Hymn 268 “I bind unto myself today”	 st. patrick

A General Thanksgiving

Priest	 The Lord be with you.

People	 And with thy spirit.

Priest	 Let us pray.

The People kneel and join in saying the following

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, thine unworthy servants, do give thee most humble and 

hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all men; We bless thee for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all, for thine inestimable love in 

the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be 

unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 

giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our 

days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 

glory, world without end. Amen.

The People remain kneeling and a Priest continues with the following

To God the Father, who first loved us, and made us accepted in the Beloved; to God the Son, who 

loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood; to God the Holy Ghost, who sheddeth 

the love of God abroad in our hearts: to the one true God be all love and all glory for time and for 

eternity. Amen.
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The Lord + bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto 

you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace, both now and evermore. Amen.

The People remain standing until the procession has departed the Nave.

Voluntary: Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals	 Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)

The People are invited to be seated for the voluntary or depart quietly.
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Do dogs ask “Who am I?” That seems a distinctly 

human question. A child may ask of a quadruped, 

shaggy creature that is so affectionate toward her, 

what it is, but she wouldn’t ask who it is. That’s 

because once the child has come to know that it 

is a dog, the child has come to know the creature. 

But not so for humans. The child might ask of a 

bi-ped, slightly hairy creature what it is, but when 

she understands that it is a human, the question yet 

remains: “Who?” It’s a distinctly human question. 

I fully understand a dog by knowing it’s a dog; I do 

not fully understand a person by knowing it’s a hu-

man. The “who” remains and is not eclipsed by the 

“what”. “Who we are is not simply interchangeable 

with what we are,” wrote one philosopher. Or as 

one theologian put it: “The person transcends the 

world of nature.”

	 “Who am I?” is a question near to the heart of 

childhood, though perhaps we have forgotten this 

as we have grown up. In subtle ways, the question 

shifts as we age from “Who am I?” to “What am 

I going to do?” or “What is my life about?” (if 

we even bother to ask those questions at all). It is 

rather that the greater part of our life is designed 

to distract us from the question - our work and our 

moments of rest exist under the star of what we 

will do, but everywhere we are distracted from the 

question of who we are. This is all the more curious 

given that the question of identity is everything in 

our time. The furiousness of transgenderism, for 

example, is precisely in the desire to have an iden-

tity but the inability to know oneself. Proponents 

of transgenderism, to their credit, seem to intuit 

that what we are doesn’t entirely answer who we 
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are, but the question “who am I?” is stifled in their 

project of self-making, and the stifled question 

takes its revenge in the form of sacrificed bodies, 

for whose inchoate yearnings our hearts should 

bleed.

But consider the child: the child’s work is to play 

pretend. To adult eyes it may look like the child is 

simply acting, playing at doing something - but to 

pretend is first to pretend to be someone. In older 

forms, for example, a “pretender to the throne” 

isn’t someone who is simply acting, but someone 

who is making a claim about who he is - the rightful 

heir. “Let’s pretend,” say children, not because the 

child explicitly articulates the question “who am I?” 

but because the unadulterated drive of childhood 

is that I am a person: Who am I? 

There is a stillness to this question. It is not a ques-

tion of doing or activity - it is not a question of 

self-making; it is a question of being. Therefore 

all doing, all activity, all self-making must cease for 

the question to be raised. “Men’s miseries,” wrote 

Pascal, “derive from not being able to sit in a quiet 

room alone.” That is precisely why the question is 

near to the heart of childhood - not that children 

can sit quietly but because they are present to 

themselves in ways we have forgotten or neglected 

to be. The child is closest to the mystery of his own 

existence - without doing, he finds that he simply 

exists, and the great welter of future possibilities, 

which no doubt register to him, are secondary to 

the actuality of his being. His unknown origin 

and his unknown ending are simply present to 

the actuality of his being and even his play, as we 

said above, isn’t so much an act as it is a kind of 

revelling in pure existence. 

Too easily we might slip into clichés here - live 

in the moment, seize the day, etc. - but these miss 

the point. The point is exactly not the momentary. 

The importance of this disposition of a child to be 

present to himself is in the capacity to retain and 

remain constant to things of greatest worth deep 

within oneself. Memories from our childhood tend 

to be so much more vivid precisely because we re-

ceived them from this vantage of being present to 

ourselves, we receive them deep within ourselves. 

Indeed, all we are speaking of here is memory – the 

deep dwelling of things beyond fleeting impres-

sions. The man who flits from one impression to 

another, retaining nothing, is not capable of an 

interior life, but to the child who remembers, the 

things he remembers are drawn together and are 

present to him - he remains constant to them with 

a faithfulness that, even through fluctuation, forms 

an interior unity that can be called personality.

 Memory is personality. To answer the question 

“Who am I?”, we must remember. And more than 

simply our experiences, we must remember what is 

true. We must remember even what we have for-

gotten, including where we came from and where 

we are going. And that is where we must transcend 

what is strictly in ourselves. Paradoxically, as we 

look inward to ourselves, our gaze must go be-

yond ourselves and the fullest memory of who we 

are is found in the source and destination of our 

existence: God.

 “You were more inward than my most inward 

part,” St Augustine confesses to God. That knowl-

edge came from looking inward - “Who am I?”. 

And though the question is natural to childhood, it 

is the supernatural work of the Church to help our 

children come into the memory of God in whom 

we transcend what we are and in whom we find our 

true selves, our true personality. The Spirit will lead 

us into all truth; that scriptural word for “truth”  

(aletheia) means something like “not forgetting” 

(a=not; lethe=forgetting). He makes us cease to 

forget and in the Church we come into memories 

of which we had no recollection but which alone 

dwell deep within us and make sense of our exis-

tence: that we are made by God, made anew and 

greater in Christ, and when we awake, we will be 

satisfied with His likeness.		  – SDV
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Update on Fr. Dunbar’s 
Sunday School Class 



Welcome to St. John’s Church

325 Bull Street on Madison Square

Office: 1 West Macon Street  •  Savannah, GA 31401

Telephone: 912.232.1251  •  Website: www.stjohnssav.org

Our mission is to build a community in Christ that is grounded in historic faith, reverent worship, 

and is committed to sharing the life-transforming truth of the Gospel.

Please view the separate announcements leaflet to see the upcoming events and services of the Parish.

Ways to Give

To support the ministry of St. John’s Church please consider one of the following options below:

• You may place your offering in the plates as the ushers pass through the Nave.

• You can text 1928BCP to 73256 to receive a link where you can donate online.

• You can visit our website www.stjohnssav.org and click “give.”

• You can mail your check to:

St. John’s Church

1 West Macon Street

Savannah, Georgia 31401

The Reverend Gavin Dunbar, Rector 

The Reverend Jonathan Jameson, Associate Rector

Honorary Assisting Clergy

The Right Reverend Paul Lambert, Bishop (retired)

The Reverend J. Patrick Hunt, Assisting Priest
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