TaE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST
(aAnD OctavE DAY OF CHRISTMAS)

Sunday, January 1, 2023

11 a.m. Holy Communion

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH
SAVANNAH

The Truth of the Bible
In the Beauty of the Anglican Tradition.
Believe. Worship. Love. Serve.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S

Mission. St. John’s Church is building a community in Christ that is grounded in historic faith and reverent
worship and is committed to sharing the life-transforming truth of the Gospel.

Worship Schedule. Our non-holiday Sunday schedule is: 8 a.m. Holy Communion in the church; 9 a.m.
Family Worship Service (Family Morning Prayer in the church on the first, second, third, and fifth Sundays
of the month and Holy Communion in the chapel on the fourth Sunday); and 11 a.m. Holy Communion in
the church on the first, third, and fifth Sundays of the month with Morning Prayer on the second and fourth
Sundays. The 11 a.m. is also livestreamed. Morning Prayer is online each weekday at 8:15 a.m. Please see
page 8 of this booklet for our services this week or visit StJohnsSav.org.

Children’s Nursery. This Sunday, the nursery is available in Cranmer Hall from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

For Guests and Visitors. We extend a warm welcome to guests and visitors worshipping with us today and
look forward to getting to know you!

Interactive Worship. The congregation participates actively in worship, and this booklet is a guide to taking
part in it. It is based on the 1940 Hymnal, and the smaller 1928 Prayer Book.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN SAVANNAH

Founded in 1841, the first rector, Stephen Elliott, who was also the first bishop of Georgia, consecrated the
present church on May 7, 1853. In 1943, the Green-Meldrim House, became its Parish House and Rectory.
Later, Macon Street in the block between the church and Green-Meldrim House was closed and laid out as the
present garden Mall. Cranmer Hall, the Christian Education building, was renovated and enlarged in 2004. St.
John’s is one of a handful of parishes in the Episcopal Church that continues to worship using the classical Book
of Common Prayer (in its 1928 edition). We are committed to transmitting to our posterity the historic Faith
and Order it sets forth, within the fellowship of the Anglican Communion.

HoOw WE WORSHIP AND WHY - Tue TWELVE DAYS or CHRISTMAS

The secular calendar is in a hurry to reach Christmas — moving into celebratory gear even before Thanksgiving
— but almost as soon as Christmas actually arrives, the ornaments come down as speedily as they went up. It’s a
classic greed-gulp-gratification pattern, culminating in binge followed by remorse. The Church's year teaches
us to wait, to prepare, to let expectation build, and then once Christmas begins on December 25%, to continue
its celebration for twelve days as the faithful savor the tidings of comfort and joy brought to us by the angel
and the shepherds. Three holy days follow Christmas — St. Stephen, St. John, and Holy Innocents — and then
on the “octave” (eighth day) of the feast is commemorated the circumcision of Jesus (which happened on the
eighth day after his birth) — the sign of the covenant between God and Abraham, which Jesus fulfills by the
perfection of his loving obedience unto God; the first shedding of his blood, by which our own failures to keep

the covenant are atoned for; and his being named Jesus, as the word of God ordained, which means
“Savior” (or, “the Lord saves”), which indicates the work he accomplishes by his blood. It’s not a coincidence
the Octave of Christmas and the Feast of the Lord’s Circumcision is also New Year’s Day: the beginning of the
earthly life of him who is without beginning is the right place for us to begin all our years, all our days, all our
life. The twelve days of Christmas conclude (after “Twelfth Night”) with the feast of the Lord’s Epiphany on
January 6", when we celebrate the manifestation (‘epiphany’) to the world of God’s glory in the humanity of
the Virgin’s son.



THE ORDER FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

OR HOLY COMMUNION
The Word was made Flesh: O Come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.
Please kneel at the sound of the bell.
THE ANTE-COMMUNION
HYMN (all stand) #16 Christians, Awake, Salute the Happy Morm .............ceceveeeveeeneeeneseeeenennnn. Yorkshire

Tae OPENING PRAYERS

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Answer: And with the spirit.
Priest: Let us pray.

The Collect for Purity (Al kneel.) ..............cvouconieiiniiiinicicnicscnecseeecseieeeeeaeeaees Prayer Book, p. 67

PREPARING IN PENITENCE.
The Summary of the Law (All kneel.)................coceeuvcuniiiiiiinicincnecincnecneseceeeeeaes Prayer Book, p. 69

KYRIE ELEISON (A kneel.) Hymnal #710 (P. 752) ..ccuvueueuneuiieieieicieiesessiensssesesesennns Healey Willan
Lord have mercy have upon us. / Lord have mercy have upon us. /Lord have mercy have upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us. / Christ have mercy upon us. / Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy have upon us. / Lord have mercy have upon us. /Lord have mercy have upon us.

Minister: The Lord be with you.
Answer: And with thy spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

The Collects of the Day (Al neel.) .............cceeeeneeeecereeserreenerrecescrseseseeisesssseninens Prayer Book, p. 105, 104

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
The Lesson



