
This Sunday from St. John’s 
 

8 a.m. – Holy Communion, Church (In-person) 
Sunday Collect: BCP pp. 246, 199 

The Epistle: Acts 11:27 and The Gospel: St. Matthew 20:20 BCP pp. 246-247 
 

Music for this Sunday: 
Arioso, Jean Pasquet 

Andante in B Flat (from Three  Opening Voluntaries), Arthur Milner  
Melodie, H. Alexander Matthews 

 
10:00 a.m. – Adult Sunday School: the Acts of the Apostles  

Will meet via Zoom and in-person (Ralston Room) with Fr. Dunbar. 
 

9:30 a.m. – Children’s Sunday School 
A short video lesson will be posted to St. John’s Children’s Facebook  

group at www.Facebook.com/groups/StJohnsSavChildren. 
 

 
11 a.m. – Family Morning Prayer, Church  

(In-person and online) 

Sunday Collect: BCP pp. 246, 199 
The First Lesson: Jeremiah 45 and The Second Lesson St. Matthew 20:20 

 

Music for this Sunday: 
Hymn #125 Hark the Sound of Holy Voices 

Hymn #549 The Son of God Goes Forth To War 

Gaudent in Coelis, Richard Dering  
 Hymn #553 Go Forward Christian Soldier 

Toccatino, Andrew Moore  
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Coming to Faith 

I did not grow up in a churched 
family. Like many other young 
families busy with jobs and child-
rearing, church going fell to one side, 
a decision my parents later regretted 
much. But there were Bible story-
books (though I much preferred the 
Greek myths); and recordings of 
Handel’s Messiah, and of King’s 
College Cambridge – especially the 
Nine Lessons and Carols of Christmas 
Eve; and these had a strong influence 
on me.  My mother had a battered 
score for Handel’s Messiah from her 
days in a church choir; and I would 
sing along to it, painlessly absorbing 
texts of the King James Bible. (I get 
my singing voice from my mother, 
who would embarrass her children by 
singing the Royal and National 
Anthems audibly and tunefully on 
public occasions.  Why could she not 
be like other kids’ mothers, who had 
the decency to mutter along inaudi-
bly?) I also enjoyed singing Christmas 
carols, and learned many of them by 
heart; but none of this meant anything 
religious to me.   

  At some point, however, someone 
– probably my father or grandmother – 
gave me the Narnia books of C. S. 
Lewis; and later the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy; each of which I devoured and 
re-read continually; but again, they 
didn’t mean anything religious to me.  
(It was not till years later that I 
realized the Narnia books were deep 
and rich works of theological and 

spiritual imagination.)  But they left 
me with an unfulfilled yearning for a 
world that was richer, higher, deeper, 
more vivid, more noble, than the 
prosaic routines of happy family life in 
a drab suburb.  In short, I was a 
romantic; and I longed for ‘something 
more’:  I just didn’t know what it was.   

   So there was fertile ground on 
which the seed of the word could be 
cast; and it came through another work 
of C. S. Lewis, likewise a gift of my 
parents, the Screwtape Letters; “letters 
from a senior to a junior tempter”, in 
whose wit, imagination, and acute 
insight, the gates of spiritual percep-
tion were opened to me.  In them I 
realized, with a shock, that the prosaic 
humdrum reality of the drab suburb 
had a invisible spiritual depth and 
height of which I had been almost 
unaware, except for the intimations of 
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Standing Notices 
The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, Penance, 
Communion and Unction of the Sick, and the Office of Burial 
of the Dead are always available by appointment, at announced 
times, or as necessary. Please call the Church Office to notify 
the clergy if you or a loved one is in the hospital or hospice.  

Altar Flowers 

The flowers in the Church this  
Sunday are given to the glory of God 
and in loving memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis E. Williams, Jr.; Mr. 
Mike Lowrance and Mr. Dean 
Lowrance by Mr. and Mrs. Roland B. 
Williams. 
And in loving memory of Suzanne 

Dillon Fauber Butler, on the occasion 
of our 51st wedding anniversary, and 
my mother, Laurie Eugenia Walker 
Butler, on the occasion of the 101st 
anniversary of her birth by Tyus  
Butler, Jr. 

If you would like to offer flowers for 
the Altar, call the Church Office at 912
-232-1251. After Sunday, the flowers 
are delivered to the sick, sorrowing, 
and shut-in: if you would like to volun-
teer for this ministry, call Margaret 
Wylly at 912-656-6235.   

Vestry Offering Chair 
8 a.m. Mr. Arthur D. Weed 

11 a.m. Mr. R Leslie Johnson  
 

Usher Chair 
Mr. Robert L. Sparks 

Please remember St. John’s Church in your will. 

Chancel Society 
Mrs. Carter C. Hubbard, Sr., Mrs. 
Jayne G. Holland, Mrs. James C. 

Pedrick, Mrs. Joseph R. Ross,  Mrs. 
William T. Moore, Jr,  Mrs. Jeanne 

H. McMillan , Mrs. William E. 
Dillard, III  and Mrs. David C. 

Schultz 

Parish Outreach 
The youth and children of St. 

John’s are partnering with the Out-
reach Committee every 1st Wednes-
day of the month, 4-6 p.m. at 
P.A.C.K. Parents with young children 
(ages 4+) should attend to help  
supervise. Parking is available. 

Everyone is invited to help at 
P.A.C.K on the 3rd Wednesday each 
month, 4-6 p.m. If you’re interested, 
call Cathy Baxter at 912-704-5111.  

the myths and romances I loved.  It 
was those letters that convicted me, 
and in which my conversion began.  
But then, as so often, my conversion 
got stuck.  I had no church, no reli-
gious community, no religious 
practices of Bible reading or prayer to 
express or sustain my nascent faith. An 
Anglican friend at high school invited 
me to her youth group; and in retro-
spect I realize it must have been a 
vigorous and spiritually serious 
ministry; but at the time I was ill at 
ease in groups of other teenagers, and I 
did not go back.   

   Then, again, at my father’s 
suggestion, I went to a (nominally) 
Anglican liberal arts college at the 
University of Toronto, with a divinity 
faculty and chapel; and there my 
conversion lurched forward again. Still 
socially ill at ease in my first year of 
residence, I would attend daily 
Evening Prayer in the college chapel, 
one of the few undergraduates to do 
so. (In those days, it was the old 
Canadian Prayer Book, though that 
meant nothing to me at the time.) Then 
I began attending the chapel service on 
Sunday mornings; was invited to join a 
small inquirer’s class; easily absorbed 
the assigned reading (a mainstream 
liberal catholic introduction to the 
faith); and was baptized that Easter 
in the vigil service at the chapel;  
my parents, and my Roman 
 Catholic, Polish-Canadian, football-
player, heavy-metal-loving room-mate 
supporting me in the pew.  (The AC/
DC album “Highway to Hell” was his 
anthem that first year).   

   Well that’s how I became a 
mediocre Christian; and though I 
indulged in too many of the usual 
youthful follies in later years – my 
social skills improved rapidly – I was a 
Sunday worshipper throughout, and in 

graduate school discerned a vocation.  
But that’s another story.   

   The moral of this somewhat self-
indulgent trip down memory lane, is to 
highlight how critical the adolescent 
years (teens and twenties) are in our 
spiritual and religious formation. Later 
in life we are caught up with jobs and 
families, and our habits of thought are 
set; but in adolescence there is a 
readiness to ask the big questions 
which is critical for one’s spiritual 
formation. Not everyone comes to 
faith the way I did, of course;  but 
adolescents have a deep hunger for 
meaning – and if that hunger for 
meaning does not have opportunities 
for religious and spiritual formation,  
they will look for ultimate meaning in 
things that are not ultimate; and they 
will be deprived of the deep frame-
work of meaning that Christian faith 
provides for life in this world. School 
and jobs, sports and screens, rush to 
grab time and energy; and if we are not 
intentional about reserving time and 
energy for religious formation, this 
prime opportunity of their adolescent 
years may well be lost; and once lost, 
may never be regained.  That’s why 
intentional ministry with youth that is 
focused on faith formation has to be a 
priority for us all at St. John’s; and I 
hope we all will be receptive to the 
ministry of Steven Vanderlip among 
us.   

GGD 
 
 

 

Sharing Our  
History & Beauty 

We are still in need of docents to 
give tours of our church on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Email 
Frank Somoskey at Frank-
Denny@sbcglobal.net or call him at 
830-608-4939. 
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