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The Order for Morning Prayer and 

the Ante-Communion 

on the  
 

Feast of Saint Michael and All Angels 
September 29th, 2020 at 11 a.m. 

 

 
Where it is desired to have a very short and simple service (as when children are 
taking part), it shall suffice to say the Collect, the Epistle, and Gospel, for Easter  
Sunday,  together with the Nicene Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer.   

In the absence of opportunities to administer the sacrament, please note the rubric in 
the Communion of the Sick, p. 323 in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer:  

¶ But if a man, either by reason of extremity of sickness, or for want of 
warning in due time to the Minister, or by any other just impediment, do 
not receive the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood, the Minister shall 
instruct him, that if he do truly repent him of his sins, and stedfastly believe 
that Jesus Christ hath suffered death upon the Cross for him, and shed his 
Blood for his redemption, earnestly remembering the benefits he hath thereby, 
and giving him hearty thanks therefor, he doth eat and drink the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his soul's health, although he do not 
receive the Sacrament with his mouth. 
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PREPARING IN PENITENCE. 
 
 I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.   
Psalm li. 3. 
 
A General Confession (said by all). 
 

LMIGHTY and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices 

and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We 
have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health 
in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 
thou those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore thou those who are 
penitent; According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That we 
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy 
holy Name. Amen. 
 
The Declaration of Absolution, or Remission of Sins 
 
Said by the Priest alone, standing, the People still kneeling.  
 

LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his 

wickedness and live, hath given power, and commandment, to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the 
Absolution and Remission of their sins. He pardoneth and absolveth all 
those who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. 
    Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy 
Spirit, that those things may please him which we do at this present; and 
that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last 
we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
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daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Opening Versicles & Responses (alternating) 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips.  

Answer. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  
 
    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
    Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
    Praise ye the Lord. 
    Answer. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 
PRAISE OF GOD’S GLORY.  
Antiphon:  Christ the King of Angels : O come let us adore him.  

Psalm 95. Venite, exultemus. 

O COME, let us sing unto the LORD;  
* let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
 
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving;  

* and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
 

3 For the LORD is a great God;  
* and a great King above all gods. 
 

4 In his hand are all the corners of the earth;  
* and the strength of the hills is his also. 
 

5 The sea is his, and he made it;  
* and his hands prepared the dry land. 

     
6 O come, let us worship and fall down,  

* and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
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7 For he is the Lord our God;  

* and we are the people of his pasture,  
and the sheep of his hand. 
 

8 To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts  
* as in the provocation,  
and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness; 
 

9 When your fathers tempted me,  
* proved me, and saw my works. 
 

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said,  
* It is a people that do err in their hearts,  
for they have not known my ways: 
 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath,  
* that they should not enter into my rest. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son,  
* and to the Holy Ghost; 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
* world without end. Amen. 

 
Antiphon:  Christ the King of Angels : O come let us adore him.  
 
 
Psalm 34. Benedicam Dominum. 
 
I WILL alway give thanks unto the LORD;  

* his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
     
2 My soul shall make her boast in the LORD;  

* the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
     
3 O praise the LORD with me,  

* and let us magnify his Name together. 
     
4 I sought the LORD, and he heard me;  

* yea, he delivered me out of all my fear. 
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5 They had an eye unto him, and were lightened;  
* and their faces were not ashamed. 

     
6 Lo, the poor crieth, and the LORD heareth him;  

* yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles. 
     
7 The angel of the LORD tarrieth round about them that fear him,  

* and delivereth them. 
     
8 O taste, and see, how gracious the LORD is:  

* blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
     
9 O fear the LORD, ye that are his saints;  

* for they that fear him lack nothing. 
     
10 The lions do lack, and suffer hunger;  

* but they who seek the LORD shall want  
no manner of thing that is good. 

     
11 Come, ye children, and hearken unto me;  

* I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
     
12 What man is he that lusteth to live,  

* and would fain see good days? 
     
13 Keep thy tongue from evil,  

* and thy lips, that they speak no guile. 
     
14 Eschew evil, and do good;  

* seek peace, and ensue it. 
     
15 The eyes of the LORD are over the righteous,  

* and his ears are open unto their prayers. 
     
16 The countenance of the LORD is against them that do evil,  

* to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 
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17 The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth them,  
* and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

     
18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart,  

* and will save such as be of an humble spirit. 
     
19 Great are the troubles of the righteous;  

* but the LORD delivereth him out of all. 
     
20 He keepeth all his bones,  

* so that not one of them is broken. 
     
21 But misfortune shall slay the ungodly;  

* and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
     
22 The LORD delivereth the souls of his servants;  

* and all they that put their trust in him shall not be destitute. 
 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without 
end. Amen.  
 
 
The First Lesson:  2 Kings 6:8-17   
The prophet protected by the angels of the Lord.  
 
In those days:  the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel 
with his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp. 
9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that 
thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down. 
10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him 
and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. 
11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this 
thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew 
me which of us is for the king of Israel? 12 And one of his servants said, 
None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth 
the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 
13 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. 
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And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. 14 Therefore sent 
he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by 
night, and compassed the city about. 15 And when the servant of the 
man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed 
the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master! how shall we do? 16 And he answered, Fear not: for 
they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 17 And 
Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may 
see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, 
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha. 
 
Canticle:  Te Deum laudamus. 
The praise of the Creator by the whole creation, and by the Church. 
 

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
    To thee all Angels cry aloud; the Heavens, and all the Powers therein; 
    To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, 
    Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
    Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory. 
    The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee. 
    The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee. 
    The noble army of Martyrs praise thee. 
    The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee; 
    The Father of an infinite Majesty; 
    Thine adorable, true and only Son; 
    Also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 

THOU art the King of Glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
    When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst humble thyself 
to be born of a Virgin. 
    When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 
    Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
    We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge. 
    We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed 
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with thy precious blood. 
    Make them to be numbered with thy Saints, in glory everlasting. 

O LORD, save thy people, and bless thine heritage. 
Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
    Day by day we magnify thee; 
    And we worship thy Name ever, world without end. 
    Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
    O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
    O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us, as our trust is in thee. 
    O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

The Second lesson:  Acts 12:1-11 
Peter delivered from prison by an angel of the Lord.  
 
In those days: Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of 
the church. 2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 
3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take 
Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) 4 And when he 
had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four 
quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him 
forth to the people. 5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was 
made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 6 And when 
Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before 
the door kept the prison. 7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon 
him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, 
and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from 
his hands. 8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy 
sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about 
thee, and follow me. 9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not 
that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a 
vision. 10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came 
unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of 
his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; 
and forthwith the angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter was 
come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the LORD hath 
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sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and 
from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 
 
Benedictus. St. Luke i. 68.  
Thanksgiving for our redemption in Christ, and self-dedication to his service. 

 
LESSED be the Lord God of Israel; *  
for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 

 
    And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us, *  
in the house of his servant David; 
 
    As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets, *  
which have been since the world began; 
 
    That we should be saved from our enemies, *  
and from the hand of all that hate us. 
 
    To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, *  
and to remember his holy covenant; 
 
    To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, *  
that he would give us; 
 
    That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies *  
might serve him without fear; 
 
    In holiness and righteousness before him, *  
all the days of our life. 
 
    And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: *  
for thou shalt go. before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
 
    To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *  
for the remission of their sins, 
 
    Through the tender mercy of our God; *  
whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us; 
 

B 
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    To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

LORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
world without end. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S GRACE.  
 

Minister. The Lord be with you. 
Answer.  And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

 GOD, who of thine ineffable providence dost vouchsafe to send thy 
holy angels to be the guardians of thy faithful people; grant unto us 

thy humble servants; that we may ever be defended by their protection, 
and rejoice in their everlasting fellowship; through Jesus Christ thy Son 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen.  
 
A Collect for Peace. 

 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 
whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom; Defend 
us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely 
trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries, 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Grace. 

 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day; Defend us in the same with 
thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
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into any kind of danger; but that all our doings, being ordered by thy 
governance, may be righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 

THE ANTE-COMMUNION 
 
 
Minister. The Lord be with you.  
Answer.  And with the spirit.  
Minister. Let us pray.   
 
OPENING PRAYERS  
said by the priest alone 
 
OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
 
ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PREPARING IN PENITENCE. 

 
Priest. Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith. 

THOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 



12 
 

the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

¶ Here shall be said, 

  
  
Answer. 
Minister. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

 
The Collect. 
 

 EVERLASTING God, who hast ordained and constituted the 
services of Angels and men in a wonderful order; Mercifully grant 

that, as thy holy Angels always do thee service in heaven, so, by thy 
appointment, they may succour and defend us on earth; through thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen.  
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The Lesson for the Epistle:   Revelation 12:7 
Satan cast out of heaven by Michael and his angels.  
 
Clerk: The Lesson for the Epistle is written in the 12th chapter of the 
Revelation of Saint John the Divine,  beginning at the 7th verse: 
 

N those days: there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and 
prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And 

the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in 
heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
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down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore 
rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of 
the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 
 
The Gospel:  St. Matthew 18:1 The care of the angels for Christ’s little 
ones.  

Priest.  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, in the 18th 
chapter, beginning at the 1st verse.  

 
Answer:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

T that time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, 

and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except 
ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso 
shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But whoso 
shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences! 
for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the 
offence cometh! Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them 
off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into 
everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire. Take heed that ye despise not one of 
these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
 
Answer: Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
The Nicene Creed said by all 
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BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And of all things visible and invisible: 

    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God; Begotten of 
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 
God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; By 
whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary, And was made man: And was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried: And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures: And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father: And he shall come again, with glory, to judge 
both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the Prophets: And I 
believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church: I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins: And I look for the Resurrection  of the dead: And 
the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Address  
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
God is not unrighteous, that he will forget your works, and labour that 
proceedeth of love; which love ye have showed for his Name’s sake, who 
have ministered unto the saints, and yet do minister.  Heb. vi. 10. 
 
The Biddings 
 
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 
Minister. I bid your prayers for the repose of the souls of the faithful 
departed:  
Rest  eternal grant unto them, O Lord;  
Answer. and let light perpetual shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  Amen.  
 
The Prayer for Christ’s Church. 

¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

I 
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Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church. 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us 
to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men; We 

humbly beseech thee most mercifully to receive these our prayers, which 
we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; beseeching thee to inspire continually 
the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And 
grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth 
of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
 
    We beseech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian 
Rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer justice, to the 
punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true 
religion, and virtue. 
 
    Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
 
    And to all thy People give thy heavenly grace; and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they 
may hear, and receive thy holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 
 
    And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort 
and succour all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
    And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life 
in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in 
thy love and service, and to give us grace so to follow their good examples, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, 
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
CLOSING PRAYERS 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
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daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

ISIT, beseech thee, O Lord, this place, and drive from it all the 
snares of the enemy; let thy holy angels dwell herein to preserve us 

with peace, and may thy blessing be upon us evermore; through thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

And the Blessing, or if there be no priest to pronounce the blessing, then:   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, be with us all ever more.  Amen.  
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