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The Order for 

the Administration  
of the Ante-Communion 

On  
The Feast of Saint Philip and Saint 

James the Apostles 
May 1st, 2020 at 11 a.m. 

 
Where it is desired to have a very short and simple service (as when children are 
taking part), it shall suffice to say the Collect, the Epistle, and Gospel, for Easter  
Sunday,  together with the Nicene Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer.   

In the absence of opportunities to administer the sacrament, please note the rubric in 
the Communion of the Sick, p. 323 in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer:  

¶ But if a man, either by reason of extremity of sickness, or for want of 
warning in due time to the Minister, or by any other just impediment, do 
not receive the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood, the Minister shall 
instruct him, that if he do truly repent him of his sins, and stedfastly believe 
that Jesus Christ hath suffered death upon the Cross for him, and shed his 
Blood for his redemption, earnestly remembering the benefits he hath thereby, 
and giving him hearty thanks therefor, he doth eat and drink the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his soul's health, although he do not 
receive the Sacrament with his mouth. 

 

 

 

PREPARING IN PENITENCE. 
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If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us; but if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 St. John i. 8, 9. 
 
A General Confession (said by all). 
 

LMIGHTY and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices 

and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We 
have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health 
in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 
thou those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore thou those who are 
penitent; According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That we 
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy 
holy Name. Amen. 
 
The Declaration of Absolution, or Remission of Sins 
 
Said by the Priest alone, standing, the People still kneeling.  
 

LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his 

wickedness and live, hath given power, and commandment, to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the 
Absolution and Remission of their sins. He pardoneth and absolveth all 
those who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. 
    Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy 
Spirit, that those things may please him which we do at this present; and 
that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last 
we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Opening Versicles & Responses (alternating) 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips.  

Answer. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  
 

A 

A 
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    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
    Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
    Praise ye the Lord. 
    Answer. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 
PRAISE OF GOD’S GLORY.  
Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints : O come let us adore him. 
Alleluia. 

Psalm 95. Venite, exultemus. 

O COME, let us sing unto the LORD;  
* let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
 
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving;  

* and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
 

3 For the LORD is a great God;  
* and a great King above all gods. 
 

4 In his hand are all the corners of the earth;  
* and the strength of the hills is his also. 
 

5 The sea is his, and he made it;  
* and his hands prepared the dry land. 

     
6 O come, let us worship and fall down,  

* and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
 
7 For he is the Lord our God;  

* and we are the people of his pasture,  
and the sheep of his hand. 
 

8 To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts  
* as in the provocation,  
and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness; 
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9 When your fathers tempted me,  

* proved me, and saw my works. 
 

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said,  
* It is a people that do err in their hearts,  
for they have not known my ways: 
 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath,  
* that they should not enter into my rest. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without 
end. Amen. 
 
Alleluia. The Lord is glorious in his saints : O come let us adore him. 
Alleluia.  
 
 
Psalm 139. Domine, probasti. 
A prayer for the all-knowing Lord to lead us in the way everlasting.  
 

 LORD, thou hast searched me out, and known me.  
* Thou knowest my down-sitting, and mine uprising;  

thou understandest my thoughts long before.  
 
2 Thou art about my path, and about my bed;  

* and art acquainted with all my ways. 
 

3 For lo, there is not a word in my tongue,  
* but thou, O LORD, knowest it altogether.  

 
4 Thou hast beset me behind and before,  

* and laid thine hand upon me. 
 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me;  
* I cannot attain unto it.  

 
The Lord all-present 
 

O 
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6 Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit?  
* or whither shall I go then from thy presence? 
 

7 If I climb up into heaven, thou art there;  
* if I go down to hell, thou art there also.  

 
8 If I take the wings of the morning,  

* and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
 

 9 Even there also shall thy hand lead me,  
* and thy right hand shall hold me. 
 

 10 If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me;  
* then shall my night be turned to day. 
 

11 Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee,  
but the night is as clear as the day;  
* the darkness and light to thee are both alike.  

 
The Lord all-creating 
 
12 For my reins are thine;  

* thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. 
 

13 I will give thanks unto thee, * 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:  

 
* marvellous are thy works,  

and that my soul knoweth right well.  
 
14 My bones are not hid from thee,  

* though I be made secretly, and fashioned beneath in the earth. 
 

15 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect;  
* and in thy book were all my members written; 
 

16 Which day by day were fashioned,  
* when as yet there was none of them.  
 

The Lord all-holy  
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17 How dear are thy counsels unto me, O God;  

* O how great is the sum of them! 
 

18 If I tell them, they are more in number than the sand:  
* when I wake up, I am present with thee. 
 

19 Wilt thou not slay the wicked, O God?  
* Depart from me, ye blood-thirsty men. 
 

20 For they speak unrighteously against thee;  
* and thine enemies take thy Name in vain. 
 

21 Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee?  
* and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee? 

 
22 Yea, I hate them right sore;  

* even as though they were mine enemies. 
 

23 Try me, O God, and seek the ground of my heart;  
* prove me, and examine my thoughts.      

 
24 Look well if there be any way of wickedness in me;  

* and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 

LORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * 
  world without end. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson:  Job 23:1-12 
Job longs for a way of approaching God for vindication.  
 
Then Job answered and said, 
2 Even to day is my complaint bitter:  

my stroke is heavier than my groaning. 
3 Oh that I knew where I might find him!  

that I might come even to his seat! 
4 I would order my cause before him,  

G 
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and fill my mouth with arguments. 
5 I would know the words which he would answer me, 

and understand what he would say unto me. 
6 Will he plead against me with his great power?  

No; but he would put strength in me. 
7 There the righteous might dispute with him;  

so should I be delivered for ever from my judge. 
 

8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there;  
and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 

9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him:  
he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him: 

10 But he knoweth the way that I take:  
when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

11 My foot hath held his steps, his way have I kept,  
and not declined. 

12 Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips;  
I have esteemed the words of his mouth  
more than my necessary food. 

 
Canticle:  Te Deum laudamus. 
The praise of the Creator by the whole creation, and by the Church. 
 

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
    To thee all Angels cry aloud; the Heavens, and all the Powers therein; 
    To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, 
    Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
    Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory. 
    The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee. 
    The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee. 
    The noble army of Martyrs praise thee. 
    The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee; 
    The Father of an infinite Majesty; 
    Thine adorable, true and only Son; 
    Also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
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THOU art the King of Glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
    When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst humble thyself 
to be born of a Virgin. 
    When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 
    Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
    We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge. 
    We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed 
with thy precious blood. 
    Make them to be numbered with thy Saints, in glory everlasting. 

OLORD, save thy people, and bless thine heritage. 
Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
    Day by day we magnify thee; 
    And we worship thy Name ever, world without end. 
    Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
    O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
    O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us, as our trust is in thee. 
    O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

The Second lesson:  St. John 16:16-22   
Philip testifies to the insufficiency to feed the multitude .  
 
At that time:  Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of 
Tiberias. 2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his 
miracles which he did on them that were diseased. 3 And Jesus went up 
into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 4 And the passover, a 
feast of the Jews, was nigh. 5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw 
a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we 
buy bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said to prove him: for he 
himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may 
take a little. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith 
unto him, 9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two 
small fishes: but what are they among so many? 10 And Jesus said, Make 
the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat 
down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus took the loaves; and 
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when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the 
disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as 
they would. 12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up 
the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 13 Therefore they gathered 
them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five 
barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 
14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, 
This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. 
 
 
Benedictus. St. Luke i. 68.  
Thanksgiving for our redemption in Christ, and self-dedication to his service. 

 
LESSED be the Lord God of Israel; *  
for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 

 
    And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us, *  
in the house of his servant David; 
 
    As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets, *  
which have been since the world began; 
 
    That we should be saved from our enemies, *  
and from the hand of all that hate us. 
 
    To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, *  
and to remember his holy covenant; 
 
    To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, *  
that he would give us; 
 
    That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies *  
might serve him without fear; 
 
    In holiness and righteousness before him, *  
all the days of our life. 
 
    And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: *  
for thou shalt go. before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

B 
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    To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *  
for the remission of their sins, 
 
    Through the tender mercy of our God; *  
whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us; 
 
    To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

LORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
world without end. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR GOD’S GRACE.  
 

Minister. The Lord be with you. 
Answer.  And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
 

The Collect for a Saint’s Day 
 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost enkindle the name of thy 
love in the hearts of the Saints; Grant to us, thy humble servants, the 

same faith and power of love; that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we may 
profit by their examples; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Peace. 

 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 
whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom; Defend 
us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely 
trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries, 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

G 
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A Collect for Grace. 
 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day; Defend us in the same with 
thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger; but that all our doings, being ordered by thy 
governance, may be righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
 

THE ANTE-COMMUNION 
 

Minister. Alleluia, the Lord is risen 
Answer.  He is risen indeed, alleluia.  
Minister. the Lord be with you.  
Answer.  And with the spirit.  
Minister. Let us pray.   
 
 
OPENING PRAYERS  
said by the priest alone 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
 

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PREPARING IN PENITENCE. 

 
Priest. Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith. 
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THOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

¶ Here shall be said, 

  
  
Answer. 
Minister. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

 
The Collect. 
 

 ALMIGHTY God, whom truly to know is ever-lasting life; Grant us 
perfectly to know thy Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the 
life; that, following the steps of thy holy Apostles, Saint Philip and Saint 

James, we may stedfastly walk in the way that leadeth to eternal life through 
the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
The Epistle. James 1:1-12 Faith made perfect in the endurance of trials.   
 
Clerk.  The Epistle is written in the first chapter of the Epistle General of 
Saint James beginning at the 1st verse.   
 

AMES, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 
tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 2 My brethren, count it all 

joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that 
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 

O 
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7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8 A 
double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the brother of low 
degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10 But the rich, in that he is made low: 
because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11 For the sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the 
flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also 
shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 12 Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
 
 
The Gospel:  St. John 14:1-14 Christ is the Way to the Father 
 

Priest.  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, in the 14th chapter, 
beginning at the 1st verse.  

 
Answer:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples:  Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house 

are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4 And 
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5 Thomas saith unto him, 
Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen 
him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I 
am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I 
speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else 
believe me for the very works' sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

A 
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Answer: Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
The Nicene Creed said by all 
 

BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And of all things visible and invisible: 

    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God; Begotten of 
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 
God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; By 
whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary, And was made man: And was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried: And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures: And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father: And he shall come again, with glory, to judge 
both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the Prophets: And I 
believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church: I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins: And I look for the Resurrection  of the dead: And 
the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Address – The Rector 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Revelation 5:12 
 
The Biddings 
 
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 
Minister. I bid your prayers for the repose of the souls of the faithful 
departed:  
Rest  eternal grant unto them, O Lord;  
Answer. and let light perpetual shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  Amen.  

I 
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The Prayer for Christ’s Church. 

¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church. 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us 
to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men; We 

humbly beseech thee most mercifully to accept our [alms and] oblations, 
and to receive these our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And grant that all those who do confess 
thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity 
and godly love. 
    We beseech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian 
Rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer justice, to the 
punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true 
religion, and virtue. 
    Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
    And to all thy People give thy heavenly grace; and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they 
may hear, and receive thy holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 
    And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort 
and succour all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
    And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life 
in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in 
thy love and service, and to give us grace so to follow their good examples, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, 
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

A 
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daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Closing Prayers 
 
Antiphon (said together)   
The crucified hath risen from the sepulchre, and redeemed us, alleluia, 
alleluia.   
 
Minister. Tell it out among the heathen, alleluia. 
Answer. That the Lord hath reigned from the tree, alleluia.  
 

LMIGHTY God, who for our sakes didst send thy Son to suffer death 
upon the Cross, that thou mightest deliver us from the power of the 

enemy: mercifully grant to us thy servants; that we may attain unto the 
grace of his resurrection; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
And the Blessing, or if there be no priest to pronounce the blessing, then:   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, be with us all ever more.  Amen.  
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