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THE WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S
God blessed us with an amazing world. I particularly love that He gave us four
seasons, each with uniqueness of its own. Thinking about seasons reminds me of
how my parents influenced and shaped my life. Mother taught me each of the
four seasons had its special touch on the sea, the “back river” and all the creatures
who survive in these environs. My father taught me how to appreciate the woods
and the mountains and their environments, and how each season had a special
place in farming. Both the water and the forest are very calming and tranquil settings for me, and I feel so fortunate my parents were passionate about their roots
and surroundings, and knew how to enjoy them in the simplest ways, always sharing with family and friends.
As Fall approaches it has me reflecting on walking through the woods with my father at the farm. We were
back in the middle of nowhere!! As Mother says, she “didn’t know dirt roads went anywhere until she met my
father.” Anyway, Daddy and I were in a secluded area of trees and hills and he stopped and asked me, “Do
you hear that?” I got very quiet and really concentrated on listening, but I did not hear anything. I kept expecting a wild boar to rush us or some creature to come charging close by, but I heard nothing of the sort, so I
told Daddy I didn’t hear anything. He then asked, “You don’t hear the wind rustling the leaves of the trees?”
I looked at him and said “of course I hear the wind rustling the leaves of the trees.” This was such an understated, simple pleasure I had missed it the first time he asked. Our lives get so busy I think we forget to stop,
listen and enjoy the simple things in life. It’s the small, simplistic things that God gave us for all to appreciate.
So in the midst of chaos and all the convoluted daily routine, take time to stop, breathe and reflect on the
many blessings you have and give thanks to God for His creations.
As Fall approaches at St. John’s we begin the many activities of the Holly Days Bazaar on November 7 and 8.
This is the Women of St. John’s major fundraiser to raise funds for our Outreach programs and for special
projects of the Green-Meldrim House. I hope each of you will take time to help in your special way. There
are always things needed, such as cooking chili and soup; making chutney, preserves and jellies; buying tickets
for the Candlelight Dinner for twelve; getting the items for the Silent Auction; rounding up your “treasures”
for the Treasure Room and the White Elephant; putting aside the books you wish to share with others; and
the list goes on and on. It is tons of fun to participate in the activities of the Bazaar and I hope each of you
will enjoy your volunteer efforts, as we welcome our guests for the Holly Days and share fellowship with other
parishioners. Thank you for making it so much fun and a huge success. We give a special thanks to Melanie
Finnegan, the Holly Days Chairman, and Co-Chairman Laura Sparks, who are graciously leading us through
this special event.
Other Fall events include the Elevenses Tea, honoring the Green-Meldrim House Docents, to be held on
Wednesday, October 17, at the Green-Meldrim House; several Evensong receptions -- keep abreast of these
dates and times through the Parish Paper and e-blasts from St. John’s -- projected dates are Sunday evenings
at 5:30 p.m. on September 30, November 4, December 2; special Dedication Reception on Sunday, October
21; our notable Eggnog Coffee Hour on Sunday, December 23; Seniors Luncheon on Wednesday, January
16, 2019, at the Green-Meldrim House; and stay alert for more dates of activities.
I wish to invite all female parishioners of St. John’s Church to become an active member of the Women of St.
John’s by getting involved and participating in the activities, and by sharing in the women’s programs of worship, study, service and fellowship, which will strengthen your spiritual lives. General meetings of the Women
are usually held the first Wednesday of each month, September through April following the 10:00 a.m. Communion Service in the Chapel. An annual picnic is usually held in May.
So as you stop and reflect on your many blessings and let the peace surround you, then step into the reality of
life in a world of trials and tribulations, just remember it is the simple, small things that make life so special and
so memorable. Don’t forget to take note of ALL God has created for you and me to enjoy. You know, we
think we are in charge of our lives, but we are not -- God is in charge, and He has a plan for each of us, so
relax, listen and follow His lead!!
Laura Reid
President of The Women of St. John’s
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THE WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S
FALL 2018 - SPRING 2019
Monday, October 1- WSJ Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 3 - WSJ General Meeting
Wednesday, October 17 - Elevenses Tea
(For Docents)
Monday, October 29 - WSJ Board Meeting
No November WSJ General Meeting
Due to the Holly Days Bazaar
Friday, November 2 & Saturday, November 3
Silent Auction Set-up
Sunday, November 4 - Silent Auction Preview
Sunday, November 4 - Evensong & Reception
Saturday, March 2
Savannah Antiques & Architecture Fundraiser
Monday, March 4 - WSJ Board Meeting
Tuesday, March 5 - WSJ General Meeting
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TASKS AND RELATIONSHIPS
Kalista and I often play board games together. The mixture of strategy, imagination, and teamwork required is a
lot of fun. It is also a good alternative to Netflix, since it
helps us be present with each other. Sometimes, I get so
focused on the game, the rules, or winning that I forget
the whole point is to be present and connect with Kalista.
In those moments, I treat the game as the goal, instead of
seeing the game a means to the end of relationship with
my wife.
Relationships, meaningful connections between people
that effect and transform, are the bedrock of Christian
ministry. Christian relationships are built in the context of
church communities – especially through shared events
and activities. Shared events and activities are avenues
through which relationships are built.
We live in a world that focuses on productivity and efficiency. Unsurprisingly, this productivity mindset has infiltrated the church and has changed our expectations of
ministry. This mindset creates a tension between the priority of relationships and the need to accomplish something – usually a task. While tasks are absolutely vital and
necessary to the life of the church, there is a danger in
letting a task become the whole point instead of the environment that creates space for relationships.

Sunday, March 10 - Evensong & Reception
Wednesday, March 13 - Quiet Day
Monday, April 1 - WSJ Board Meeting
Wednesday, April 3 - WSJ General Meeting
Monday, April 29 - WSJ Board Meeting
Sunday, May 5 - Parish Picnic

Sunday, May 19 Evensong & Reception
We see Jesus in the Gospels teaching the multitudes, but he spent most of his time ministering to people one on one. We
also see Jesus spending most of his time with the twelve disciples, and even within those twelve spending the most time
with a smaller group of three disciples. Jesus’ ministry was primarily concerned with meaningful relationships and not
productivity.
Imagine Jesus telling Jairus that he cannot slow down to heal his daughter, “Hey Jairus, so sorry your daughter died, but
I’m on my way to teach a large multitude and perform the miracle of the five loaves and two fishes. Gotta get it done!” As
ridiculous as it sounds on the lips of Jesus, it sadly is often the way tasks are viewed in the church. It is easy to let task
completion – whether the service project or the event – become the main thing. For Jesus, the main thing was relationships. Just like me playing a board game with Kalista, the church can miss the opportunity to build relationships with each
other in the midst of an activity. When the concern is on completion of a task or attendance numbers, we miss the gift of
relationships.
Of course, it’s true there was one task that Jesus was very determined to complete – his death and resurrection for the sins
of the world. But even this task was a means to an end. Jesus completed his earthly mission to bring lost sons and daughters into relationship with the Father through the Holy Spirit. Tasks serve relationships. It is built into the fabric of reality.
David Svihel - Minister with Youth
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THE MEN OF ST. JOHN’S

As we transition from summer to fall, the Men of the
Club are ready to jump back into action. The new executive board of the club has hit the ground running which
includes myself, Ben Baxter as Vice President, Joe Mercer
as Treasurer, and Sean Finnegan as Secretary. We are
excited to announce we will be having our annual Steak
Night on November 1, 2018 at the Forrest City Gun
Club, and the Oyster Roast will be Feb 2, 2019. Please
stay tuned to the church bulletin for more information,
and please let us know if you would like to volunteer!

E a g l e

The weekly Bible Studies, reading at Morning/Evening
Prayer, and our small lunch groups will continue, and we
encourage more of the men to join in on these events.
Thanks to the leadership of the Rector we will be launching a new venture called “Grill a Priest” this September.
It will be an opportunity for the men of the church, and
their friends, to get together once a month for fellowship
in an informal, non-church setting. Discussions might
center on a scripture or topic, or maybe a current event.
It will hopefully lead to a greater understanding of being
a Christian in today’s uncertain world. We hope this will
also be an opportunity for some of the more seasoned
men of the church, to mentor the younger men. As well
as a great chance to invite a friend or a relative to learn
more about St. Johns without being as formal as a service.
Please see one of the board members if you would like to
find a way to get move involved, or to just learn more
about us! I look forward to seeing everyone at Coffee
Hour!

Martin Sullivan
The Men of St. John’s President

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Annual Steak Dinner November 1st

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
Thus far the year 2018 has been busy! And in the midst of all this busy-ness has been a group of
individuals without whose talent, dedication, and hard work, we would be struggling to get
through every day without a crisis! I am referring to our superstar office staff: Janice Woods,
Business Manager; Lisa Sharpley, Communications Coordinator; Margaret Nelson, Administrative Assistant; and Alison Mahfet, Financial Administrator as well as Property Manager Sinisa
Domazet.
When I think back to the years when Rencie Schmidt and Penny Futrell ran the church office, I
wonder how they did it without more help and the high-tech programs that the current staff
now uses. Rencie and Penny deserve our appreciation for the great work that they did at St. John’s for so many years. But
we have made impressive strides in modernizing the administrative and communications operations of the Church. The
staff now manages financials through ACS, a software package that is considered the Gold Standard in church administration software. We have recently expanded our capabilities on it to include event and facilities management as well as parishioner information. We can now upload our individual or family photo into a digital congregational directory available
to each of us online through the Church Life app.
We also now have a brand new church website; expanded sharing of parish news by email; and podcasting of the weekly
sermons via Podbean. The expertise of our church office staff, combined with our advanced technical capabilities, has noticeably increased the outflow of information about our parish and the many opportunities for growth and service here.
We are blessed to have such talented and dedicated people, working largely behind the scenes, and who contribute greatly
to the quality and efficiency of the daily operations of our parish. If you have not met all of them, stop by the church office, introduce yourself, and thank them for all that they do to make St. John’s the loving, welcoming, and serving place
that it is.

J. Davidson Carson, M.D.
Senior Warden
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BAZAAR CHAIRMAN UPDATE
I had so much fun chairing the 2017 Holly Days Bazaar that I wanted to do it again!. I
took a few weeks off to recover from the fun and excitement of the last year’s wonderful Bazaar, but quickly picked back up and starting thinking about additional ways to
improve and streamline the event for 2018. The hurdles that seemed so intimidating last
year are now understood and easier to navigate. This familiarity has allowed me to focus
more attention on making the experience better for our volunteers and guests.
I am delighted that many chairpersons from last year have agreed to serve again this
year. It is such a blessing to have this wealth of knowledge on the team! We have welcomed several new chairpersons this year and are excited to add our newest church
members to our volunteer team. We truly have an outstanding group of women at St.
John’s and I am honored to work with them!

Melanie Finnegan
Holly Days Bazaar Chairman

HOLLY DAYS BAZAAR
2018 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN LIST
Chairman:
Co-Chairman
Canning:
Candlelight Dinner
Tickets
Chapeau Shoppe
Check-out:
Church Tours:
Children’s Camp:
Desserts:
Garden Shop:
Lunch Prep Plate:
Lunch Supplies:
Publicity/Marketing:
Silent Auction:
Soup & Chili:
Take-Outs:
Treasure Room:
Treasurer:
Waitresses/
Lunch Set-Up:
White Elephant:

Melanie Finnegan
Laura Sparks
Jane Pressly

912-856-6210
912-306-7667
912-233-6551

MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com
laurasparks123@gmail.com
janepressly@aol.com

Lachlan Ivy
Connie McCay
Ashley Glover
Jack Wray
Melanie Finnegan
Paula Walker
Tru Helms
Laura Wimbish
Betsy Horne
Cathy Rodgers
Stacy Jennings
Coren Ross
Kathy Ross
Holly McClellan
Holly Montford
Elizabeth Summerell

912-665-3368
912-484-6014
912-657-3303
912-596-2950
912-856-6210
912-786-7120
912-713-4882
912-897-5527
912-657-4936
912-667-0102
912-224-1354
912-398-6884
901-262-5551
912-335-1663
912-897-6202
912-677-2974

Lachlanivy@gmail.com
Crmccay50@comcast.net
ashleyrglover@hotmail.com
jcwray12@gmail.com
MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com
Pwalke1@bellsouth.net
Tru.helms@gmail.com
dixie1940@att.net
betsyhorne@comcast.net
cathy@7wavesmarketing.com
rjennings20@comcast.net
Mom4travel@gmail.com
Jross16702@aol.com
Hmcclellan01@gmail.com
hollymontford@aol.com
esummerell@gmail.com

Grace Merritt
Richie Reid
Caroline Warner
Nita Ann Klein

912-658-3010
703-409-2266
912-713-1116
912-927-4270

merrittlyon@bellsouth.net
mschi00chi@aol.com
warnerc@sjchs.org
nak618@gmail.com
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NOTES &
NEEDS
CALLING ONE
AND ALL…
The chairperson(s) and committee members for each section are already hard at work, but we need support from
the entire church to make this year’s Bazaar successful. In
addition to the donation and volunteer opportunities
listed below, we need volunteers to help the Check-Out
process, Chapeau Shoppe and Garden Shop. Finally, we
are in need of gentlemen volunteers to help dish up the
food to our Take-Out customers and help control the
parking lot. If you cannot help during the event itself,
there are many ways to contribute beforehand. If you
would like to contribute or volunteer, but do not know
exactly where you might fit, please feel free to contact
Melanie Finnegan, 912-856-6210 and we’ll figure it out
together!

SILENT AUCTION

The Silent Auction team is busy collecting treasures!
The team has already secured many items, including
some beautiful rugs and artwork. If you would like to
donate fine furniture or art, a vacation rental or party,
or items like wine or jewelry, please contact Coren.
Bidding will open Sunday, November 4, with a champagne reception during Coffee Hour.
Coren Ross 912-398-6884
Mom4travel@gmail.com

WHITE ELEPHANT

Due to limited space, we are looking for furniture, china sets, silver, jewelry, nice handbags, quality linens,
and books. Donations will be taken Sunday, November
4, after Coffee Hour, through Tuesday, November 6.
The White Elephant Sale will be open BOTH days of
the Bazaar! Please note that we will not accept the following items: Baby/ Children Toys, Pillows, Luggage,
Electronics, Plasticware (including Tupperware and
kitchen utensils), Clothing, Shoes, excessively worn,
dirty or rusty items. If you cannot hold certain items,
they may be sold via social media prior to the Bazaar.
Please contact Caroline or Nita Ann with questions.
Caroline Warner 912-713-1116
warnerc@sjchs.org
Nita Ann Klein 912-658-1005
nak618@gmail.com

T h e
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TREASURE ROOM

The Treasure Room for the 2018 Holly Days Bazaar is
up and running! Please call Holly for pick-up at any
time. We need your treasures: silver, antiques, good
china, accessories, crystal, art work, and collectibles are
encouraged. We will be set up in Cranmer Hall in the
down stairs nursery room and open for both days of
the Bazaar. This area should give us a wonderful boutique vibe! I am looking forward to another fun filled
Bazaar, so get busy and clean your attics and closets so
we will have lots of treasures to sell!!!
Holly Montford 912-897-6202
hollymontford@aol.com

CHAPEAU SHOPPE

The ladies of the St. John’s Hat Society want to spread
the beauty of hats and fascinators! We are currently
collecting gently used and vintage hats. Donations of
materials to make fascinators and embellishments
would be greatly appreciated. Additionally, vintage
gloves and handkerchiefs are also welcome. If you
would like to donate, help create, or join the committee, please contact Connie.
Connie McCay 912-484-6014
crmccay50@comcast.net

LUNCHEON HELP

Many volunteers are needed to help make sandwiches
and salads (Laura), prepare drinks and serve our guests
in the Green-Meldrim House (Grace and Richie). We
serve lunch to hundreds of people each day of the Bazaar and need many hands to keep everything running
smoothly. To sign up for either of these teams, please
call the chairman.
Laura Wimbish 912-897-5527
dixie1940@att.net
Grace Merritt 912-658-3010
merrittlyon@bellsouth.net
Richie Reid 703-409-2266
mschi00chi@aol.com

DESSERTS

The best way to end a delicious meal is with a decadent
dessert! We would so appreciate homemade creations
from our regulars and new members, too! We are
looking for cakes, bars, jumbo cupcakes, pies and puddings/ trifles. Whipped cream is always appreciated,
too! If you have any questions, please contact Paula.
Paula Walker 912-786-7120
pwalke1@bellsouth.net

S e p t e m b e r
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JANE’S CANNERS

The canning group has been meeting weekly to prepare items for the Bazaar and has
already produced hundreds of canned goodies! To support our efforts, we need donations of figs and Jerusalem Artichokes. We can always use half pint jars and sugar.
Please contact Jane or Robbie with questions.
Jane Pressly 912-233-6551 janepressly@aol.com
Robbie Culver 912-238-4895

CHILDREN’S CAMP

If you would like to volunteer at the Bazaar, but need childcare, please contact Melanie. Children of volunteers will enjoy a day at ‘camp.’
Melanie Finnegan 912-856-6210
MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com

SOUP/ CHILI

Did you know that we serve nearly 60 gallons of homemade soup and chili during the Bazaar? We need your help
to stock the Cranmer Hall freezer full of these homemade goodies. Please see the recipes on the next page or pick
up a copy at Coffee Hour. Donations are accepted every Sunday at Cranmer Hall.
Kathy Ross 912-262-5551
Jross16702@aol.com

HOLLY DAYS BAZAAR VEGETABLE SOUP
2 lbs ground beef
2 tsp salt
1 medium onion, minced
2 tsp black pepper
2 green peppers, minced
32 oz diced tomatoes
1 zucchini, diced
3 stalks celery, diced
2 bay leaves
3 c. beef broth
6 c water
Frozen vegetables such as mixed veggies, green beans, lima beans, corn (pick 3)
Brown ground beef in large pot; drain off fat. Add peppers, onions, zucchini, and celery, cook 5-10 minutes. Add
remaining ingredients and cook over low heat for an hour or more. Stir often to prevent scalding at the bottom of
the pot. Remove bay leaves.

HOLLY DAYS BAZAAR CHILI
2 lbs ground beef
1 large onion, minced
2 green peppers, minced
4 tbsp chili powder
2 tsp ground cumin

2 tsp salt
2 tsp black pepper
32 oz diced tomatoes
16 oz tomato sauce
32 oz red kidney beans or black beans, with juice

Brown ground beef in large pot and drain off fat. Add remaining ingredients to beef
and cook over low heat for an hour or more. Stir often to prevent scalding at the bottom of the pot.

For freezing:

Place pot of soup or chili in sink, surround with ice, and stir occasionally until soup is
room temperature. Can be double-bagged in regular ziplock bags for your freezer racks.
Please bring donations to Cramner Hall.
EACH YEAR WE SERVE NEARLY 60 GALLONS OF CHILI AND SOUP DURING THE BAZAAR.
PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO THE SOUP AND CHILI POTS!
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GIFTED…

FOR SERVICE IN THE
CHANCEL SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN' S
A TALENTED GROUP OF WOMEN
GIVING BACK TO ST. JOHN'S
We asked two members of the Chancel Society to reflect
on their experience in The Chancel Society.
Elizabeth Wasden & Melanie Fawcett Summerell
Easter morning, when I was a child had all the usual
elements one may expect...chocolate bunnies, plastic
green grass lining baskets full of jelly beans, and, of
course, freshly-ironed dresses readied the night before
by our mother. But only the children of Saint John’s
also wonder on their way to church, as my sister and I
used to, “what will the flowers look like THIS time?!?!”

Each week, our church and chapel are dressed and decorated with lush greenery, fragrant blooms, crisp linens,
and silver polished within an inch of its life. If you are
fortunate enough to have been a longtime churchgoer
here, you may have no idea that not every church
boasts shiny brass and carefully crafted floral arrangements. You may think that every infant is welcomed
into the church with a baptismal font draped with
graceful blooms like ours, or perhaps expect to see garden-fresh flowers at any weekday communion service
you attend. But the truth of the matter is that these details are not par for the course in every place of worship, and turns out it is not, in fact, magic that transforms the altar from one Sunday to the next! We are
blessed with a fervent and talented group of women
who show up, week after week, to enhance the beauty
of Saint John’s and also share it with the ill or those
who are unable to make it to church. They are known
as the Chancel Society, and being a part of it is a true
joy of mine.
Giving back to Saint John’s can take many forms, and
sometimes we don’t even know all of our options! I
certainly did not. All I wanted to do was “help with
flowers” whenever I wouldn’t be in the way, but thanks
to so many kind, familiar faces - and a few new ones! it has turned into a consistent and easy way for me to
participate in the Church. And it is fun!
So, if - like me - you or your sister or your friend or
your aunt have always wondered how our church man-

ages to always look so pretty, think about dropping
us a line! The Chancel Society believes four hands are
better than two, and organizes people into small
groups so that projects move quickly and efficiently,
perfect for busy schedules! Not to mention they are
REALLY patient with beginners...take it from me.
Saint John’s and its wondrous consistency have
brought me great comfort over time. The words of
our prayer book provide hope, the voices of the
choir recall happy memories, and its beauty has made
difficult occasions more bearable. It has been an unexpected delight to find this small way to personally
contribute to sustaining the beauty of a place so close
to my faith and my foundation. Not to mention these
ladies are fun to be around, know A LOT about
MANY things, and just generally crack me up! Reach
out any time, we’ll always have a place and a job for
you.

Elizabeth Wasden
I feel like I have been a member of the Chancel Society since my childhood. My mother would let me tag
along and help with the greenery, many times having
cut it from our farm yard early in the morning before
we drove downtown. Every Saturday morning, several ladies would gather, arranging flowers and greenery for the main altar and chapel. Following services
on Sunday, the flowers were (and are) rearranged to
smaller vases and taken to area hospitals, brightening
the day for others.
This is a very special way to participate in St. John’s
and to serve God. Working quietly (well, mostly) in
small groups, the Chancel Society embellishes the
richness of our services and extends gifts and caring
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across our parish each week to brighten many lives, all
the while building close and supporting friendships.
Of course, we have several experts, including my
mother who used to stand beyond the sanctuary and
about a third of the way towards the rear of the
church, insisting that a single flower needed to be
moved “an inch or two”.
Experts, yes. But newcomers (including me as a
young girl) were and are welcomed, assisting and
learning. Through fellowship and the practice of our
craft, we grow together and build lasting friendships
while we serve God and His church.
In 1983, our family relocated for what we thought
would be just several years. A few times each year, we
would visit and each of three daughters was baptized
at St. John’s. We stayed close to many friends for
what was (unexpectedly) to become many years.
Some three decades later, we planned our return to
Savannah and before the movers unloaded us, I had
been “drafted” back into Chancel Society service by
lifelong friends. By the time I had been back just a
few weeks it was like I never left. That expression of
love in our Parish community can’t be replicated. I
never experienced anything like this while away and
for all those years, St. John’s never dimmed as my
church home.
These days, I volunteer with the Altar Guild, a subset
of sorts and responsible for holy communion service
preparations; polishing silver, tending to the service
vessels and laying out the seasonal and celebratory
vestments for the priests. Fr. Dunbar or Fr. O’Brien
will occasionally come rattling through, always asking
about my family, sharing their humor and helping us
learn more of the history that underpins our work.
Otherwise, this is quiet, prayerful service and a wonderful way to serve our parish. In many ways, this
work centers at the heart of St. John’s parish life and
is a very personal way that I can give a little back to
my church; one that has given me so much throughout my life.
St. John’s is certainly a special place for me, physically
and spiritually. The Chancel Society is an exceptional
group of ladies serving God through time and talent
and with expressions of the beauty and richness that
are unique to our Parish. If you think you might like
to share a few hours of your time now and then,
please be sure to reach out to the Chancel Society.
You will be welcomed in, supported and encouraged
to grow in fellowship and skill with us.

Melanie Fawcett Summerell

9

One of the most bittersweet
tasks of a parish priest every
summer, is to bid farewell to
Altar Servers (informally,
Acolytes), as they go off to
college or other endeavors of
service in the Church and in
the world away from their
homes and parish altar. As
we say goodbye to them, we
welcome other confirmed
men and boys to new positions of responsibility and
service in the Sanctuary (the area inside the altar rail of
the church). I often receive compliments from parishioners and visitors on the dignity and reverence with
which our servers assist our Divine worship here. What
I don’t do as often as I should, is to praise and commend these men and boys and their parents for their
faithful service at the Eucharist-Holy CommunionMatins and Evensong, and other liturgical functions
throughout the year. This is not to mention the equally important and complementary service of our young
women as lectors, ushers, choir members, teachers, catechists, mentors and participants in the Chancel Socie-more on this at another time.
Acolyte comes from the Greek word, akolouthos,
meaning an attendant follower; and refers to an assistant at a religious service. From the third century in the
Western Church, the term was used for men who were
formally designated as ‘acolytes’ prior to being ordained
to the diaconate or priesthood, though laymen too
came to be permanently installed as ‘acolytes’ to assist
deacons and priests in liturgical ceremonies.
Continued on page 12

P a g e

1 0

T h e

E a g l e

We extend our condolences to the families and friends of
those who have departed this life.

Anita Louise Pratt
Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them, O Lord; And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.

MARRIAGES
Siria C. Underwood and Charles E. Lawson Turner
May 19, 2018
Sara Ann Osteen and Matthew Thomas Helton
June 9, 2018

BAPTISMS
Brooks Wilson Bettinger,
son of Mr. and Mrs. David Michael Bettinger
May 12, 2018
Cameron David Bettinger,
son of Mr. and Mrs. David Michael Bettinger
May 12, 2018
Brice Dawson Almond
son of Mr. and Mrs. Brian David Almond
May 26, 2018
Avery Carson Crouch,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Moore Crouch
May 27, 2018
Campbell McCay Crumley,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Scott Crumley
June 2, 2018
Estelle Aline Beese,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Craig Thomas Beese
July 7, 2018
Thomas Austin Langley,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Alan Langley
July 28, 2018

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY
September in the South is a wonderful month! Beyond the slightly
cooler weather and return of football, this month brings the beginning of a new Children’s Church
year. As our school year opens, we
continue with the curriculum,
“Life with God for Children.”
Martha Sullivan and Elaine Barrow have offered immense
support in the planning process. We have worked to create
a lesson plan that mimics our church service and will include The Apostles Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, offering and
The Doxology. All the children will worship together before breaking off into two groups. The older children will
discuss the lesson in more detail while the younger children
will hear a Bible story incorporating the lesson of the day.
We have created a core team of teachers who will lead the
classes: for the first to fifth grade class, Kristin Pair, Martha
Sullivan, Kalista Svihel, and I will rotate weekly; Kathy Ross
and Margaret Wylly will rotate in the 3 yr-Kindergarten
classroom.
I am grateful to each one of these women who generously
donate their time and love to our children. They provide a
positive Children’s Church experience and help the children
create a foundation of faith. Our entire parish has a vested
interest in the children and I encourage everyone to volunteer, either as a teacher’s aide or building supervisor. The
children will appreciate your participation.
If you have any questions about the Children’s Ministry
program or if you would like to sign up to volunteer, please
contact me.
Melanie Finnegan
912-856-6210
MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com

To encourage praying with and for one another, parishioners are invited to submit Prayer Requests (supplication or
thanksgiving) to the Prayer Boxes set up in the narthex and at the Chapel entrance. These will be collected and prayed for
during the monthly meeting of the St. John’s Prayer Circle (to which all are welcome) – second Wednesdays after the 5:30
evening service, in the Cranmer Hall Fellowship Room.

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.
Matthew 21:22
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THE MUSIC AROUND US
“…as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one
sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when
they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and
instruments of musick, and praised the Lord, saying,
‘For he is good, for his mercy endureth forever.
That then, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud;
…for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God’.”
(2 Chron. 5:13-14)
The writer describes Solomon’s dedication of the temple. By the time we arrive at this description of the dedication
service, we have already been treated to three chapters of architectural details in which one gets the sense that no
expense was spared. The only trouble with this picture was that, by the time this was written, the temple had lain in
ruins for a century and a half. No one living bore the memory of its grandeur. So why all of this hype to describe a
temple no one could enter or worship in and which no one remembered?
The answer is simple. Despite all the grandeur, the temple was nothing other than a big space until the one crucial
moment when the instrumentalists play and the voices of God’s people are raised in praise and thanksgiving, to
“make themselves heard” in the service of the Lord. These musicians transform the occasion from the common to
the sacred and open the doorways to the divine. When the people of God “make themselves heard”, powerful
things happen.

So, but what does any of it have to do with us at St. John’s, here and now? The first is the notion that our
worship ought to be rich, full of the very best and most beautiful we have to offer. Nothing was too good for the
house of God. The second is the notion that when we gather here, we have a job to do, a task to accomplish. It is
not an occasion for sitting back and admiring what we have already done, or being congratulated for our good taste.
When we make ourselves heard in the praise of God, it should be so persuasive that no one can remain outside but
will be drawn in to see what all the fuss is about.
In the coming weeks, invitation to volunteer for service in the church will be forthcoming. As a musical leader, I
must acknowledge that resources themselves are often beyond our controlling. Our challenge, then, is to develop
the eyes that can see the resources around us and to grasp the possibilities, responding with joyful, faithful lives.
So how do we do that? The answers differ for each of us individually. For me and the musicians who serve at St.
John’s, we believe our answers will have to do with our love of music and with our strong conviction that what we
are doing is really important. Anyone who has been a part of a choir, an instrumental group, or a singing congregation knows that music carefully chosen and prepared and prayerfully offered can build community and change us
from being isolated individuals into a worshipping people of unity. The ‘nuts and bolts’ of music – melody, harmony, rhythm, and texture – profoundly connects us deeply in a way that often words alone do not. Finally, music
draws us closer to God by making a vital connection between our worship on earth and the worship which is forever taking place in heaven. This marriage of heaven and earth is something that many composers of sacred music
have understood and realized. If music is to be an agent of transformation in our worship, we need to realize it too,
in our own active participation.
I ask you to be open to the transforming work of God’s spirit. The great joy (and mystery) is that whatever we offer
to God in worship – however imperfect it might seem – is somehow given back to us in a blessing far greater that
we can imagine.
In your service,

Steven Branyon

St. John’s Church
One West Macon Street
Savannah, Georgia 31401
Address Service Requested

SAVE THE DATE

ST. JOHN’S HOLLY DAYS BAZAAR ∙ NOVEMBER 7-8, 2018
Please watch for our monthly updates in the weekly church email.
Also updates on our Facebook page with news about the Bazaar.
I hope you will like our page, plus join the White Elephant and
Treasures group where White Elephant pre-sale items are posted.
If you have any questions about how you can volunteer or support the Bazaar, please feel free to contact me!

Melanie Finnegan
Holly Days Bazaar Chairman

Together with Fr. Dunbar and Carter Hubbard (our faithful, true and indispensable acolyte guardian), I have
watched countless altar servers over the years, as they were
formed in the faith, love and devotion of the Eucharistic
Lord in his Word and Sacrament. We thank them for their
service-past, present and future- bringing bread and wine
to the celebrant, carrying the Altar Service Book, bearing
the processional cross, torches and banner; preparing coals
and incense for the thurible when acting as thurifer at the
Solemn Eucharist and Evensong; and some who have
continued and deepened their training as servers at the St.

Michael’s Conference. We thank them and their parents for
their service. We thank them, sing the praises of their faithfulness, and we pray for them. We pray that, after the pattern of
the Lord, they will increase in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man (Lk. 2. 52), continuing to serve at the
altar should they remain in Savannah for studies or work, or
to worship and serve in other faithful parishes away from
home.
I know I speak for the entire parish and worshipping congregation when I say to our Acolytes: thank you, and may God
bless you in your service to Him!

Father Craig O’Brien - Assisting Priest

