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THE EAGLE is a publication by the Women of St. John’s Church.
One West Macon Street, Savannah, GA 31401 912.232.1251

EDITOR NEEDED!!!
The Women of St. Johns are seeking an Editor for The Eagle! This is a fun opportunity to create a publication while
learning more about everything happening at St. John’s. It is a wonderful thing to see the stories and pictures come
together, and it is truly rewarding when the finished piece arrives in your mailbox! The professionals at the Print Shop
are there to assist you, and no previous experience is necessary. Please consider serving your church in this unique way!
Contact Laura Reid at 912.844.9457 or Emily Mello at 912.210.4912 for more information.

David Svihel - Our Minister With Youth
David Svihel began as Minister with Youth in December of 2017. He was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota and has spent time in
Ohio, California, Indiana, and Kentucky before coming to Savannah, GA to serve at St. John’s. He is a graduate of Boyce College
and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and is currently studying Reformation and Anglican theology at Trinity School
for Ministry. Before coming to St. John’s, David spent time serving as a missionary in Poland, teaching Bible studies for students
in California, and as Associate Youth Minister in Kentucky. He is married to his wonderful wife Kalista, who also has extensive
ministry experience. They have a 7-month-old daughter named Lilly and a baby boy named Elliot on the way. In his spare time
David enjoys hanging out with his family, reading, video games, going to concerts, coffee, and being outdoors.

The Women of St. John’s Church
My, oh my!!! St. John’s is blessed with a dedicated and inspiring congregation, who
work tirelessly, efficiently, caringly and with their heart and soul. I am so proud to
see the parishioners at every “nook and cranny” present and offering support. It is
through the gift of yourself that the Church’s goals can be achieved. God has a plan
for each of us and he has put his strategic plan into action through you and your
efforts. May each of us be inspired to utilize the gifts God has bestowed upon us
in ways that will please Him. Spring is a time to reflect on our accomplishments,
evaluate our status, and establish new goals.
Congratulations to Melanie Finnegan, the 2017 Holly Days Bazaar Chairman, and
to all her angels, who volunteered to chair or co-chair a committee and who gave
LAURA REID
their time and shared their expertise with the Holly Days Bazaar, the proceeds of
President
which enable the Women of St. John’s to continue to give to our approximately thirty
community/outreach programs and to help maintain our beautiful Parish House.
The Women of St. John’s
Working on the Holly Days Bazaar is a fun-filled, rewarding experience. It brings
912.844.9457
us together to perpetuate St. John’s mission and to support our worthy causes. These
lauramreid@comcast.net
leaders are exemplary of our dedicated and loyal parishioners who absolutely love St.
John’s and its mission. Thank you again. You are commended for your many efforts
which generated a most successful Bazaar and made a major “splash” in our program.
You are a blessing to St. John’s Church!!! We are eagerly looking forward to working again with Melanie Finnegan, who has agreed
to chair the 2018 Holly Days Bazaar, and who will have by her side, Laura Sparks, as Co-Chairman. Melanie and Laura and all
those who plan to return as Chairmen and Co-Chairmen, know your gift of willingness to volunteer is greatly appreciated!!!!
As we enter into the Lenten season, let each of us show humble thanksgiving to God for sending his Son into the world for our
redemption. Lent is a time of repentance and moral renewal, so let us be disciplined in our faith, our prayers and our abstinence.
May your spiritual lives be strengthened through your reflective time during Lent. And may God continue to bless you and your
families as you grow in faith and service.

ECW Outreach
By Melanie Finnegan

MARRIAGES
Catherine Courtenay Miller and Brian Christopher Dufour on October 23, 2017
Anne Katherine Compton and Kerry Michael Walsh on October 28, 2017
Caroline Coakley McMillan and William Forest Speegle on January 6, 2018
BAPTISMS
Liberty Elizabeth Haitz, Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Connor N. Haitz on November 4, 2017
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I am grateful that the Women of St. John’s Church are willing to make a donation to the Holly Days Bazaar Chairman’s favorite
charitable organization. This year, I have asked to donate the money to the Live Oak Public Libraries Summer Reading Program.
This free program, enrolling over 5,000 children from infancy until eighteen years old, encourages children to read over the summer
months in order to earn prizes and recognition at the Children’s Book Festival. In recent years, the library has partnered with Second
Harvest Food Bank Back Pack Buddies program. A significant percentage of children in the Chatham County area receive free
or reduced priced lunches during the school year. Unfortunately, students are often faced with hunger over the summer months.
From the early June kick-off parties at each local branch through the end of July, our local library system is able to offer air
conditioned, safe spaces for children to read, participate in library programs and receive their free lunch from Second Harvest Food
Bank. We all know that reading is fundamental to a child’s
education, but it is nearly impossible for a child to reach his
full potential on an empty stomach. The Live Oak Public
Libraries Summer Reading Program and Second Harvest
Food Bank are working together to help our area children
succeed and I am honored that we can support their efforts.
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What Is Youth Ministry?

Bazaar Wrap Up

Youth ministry is really ministry to families. Youth do not function as “lonerangers” but are shaped and influenced by relationships. Thus, family shapes
youth more than any other relationship. My calling at St. John’s is to be a resource
for families in any way I can, and to support them as they teach their children
the Christian faith.
Sound doctrine is a vital aspect of youth ministry, but it is only a piece of the
puzzle. The gospel of God’s grace in Christ does not come to us just as doctrine.
God chooses to come to us through connections with other Christians, learning
about Jesus through Bible study, and acts of service as a practical way we can love
our neighbors.
For this reason, youth ministry includes programs, game nights, Bible studies, service
projects, etc. with the goal of helping youth become faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
Everything we do as the Youth of St. John’s has a purpose. All the games and hangouts
are directed towards the purpose of meaningful relationships. All the Bible studies
are geared towards the youth deepening their understanding of the God who has
revealed himself in Jesus. And all acts of service we do are to deepen love of neighbor.

Many thanks to everyone who supported the 2017 Holly Days Bazaar! I was honored
to help lead this year’s amazing team in our fund raising efforts. It was inspiring to
see the entire parish come together to put on this event. Our volunteers worked well
in advance of the Bazaar to prepare: from silent auction, treasures and white elephant
donations, to year-round canning and crafting, to making soups and desserts, plus so
much more. Volunteers turned out during the Bazaar to help our guests shop, bid,
and dine in the Green-Meldrim House.

DAVID SVIHEL
Minister With Youth
St. John’s Church
415.250.3077
dsvihel@stjohnssav.org

Wednesday brought perfect weather, while Thursday had us all scrambling for an
extra coat. The odd weather did not deter us and the events of the Bazaar were carried
out in truly gracious St. John’s Church style. I am proud to announce that the Bazaar
generated a net profit of over $38,000! We will be able to use these funds to support our
local and international philanthropies.
We have already started brainstorming for the 2018 Bazaar. Laura Sparks has agreed to
serve as my Co-Chairman and we have some fun ideas. If you have any suggestions for
the 2018 Holly Days Bazaar, please feel free to contact me. I look forward to another
wonderful Bazaar in November!

MELANIE FINNEGAN
Chairman
2017 Holly Days Bazaar
912.856.6210
MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com

I need your help for this to happen! Please pray for me, and if you have any interest in
offering your time or talents to supporting the Youth of St. John’s, please let me know.
You could be the person that God uses to help a youth become a disciple of Jesus.

We extend our condolences to the families and friends of those who have departed this life.
George Robert Pratt
Glenda Jeter Brundage
Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them, O Lord; And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.
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Fresh Air Home Service Project
By Cathy Baxter

The sun came out to warm up our brisk winter just in time for our first outreach day of 2018. Thirty parishioners arrived at Tybee
Island’s Fresh Air Home for a fun day of fellowship and deep cleaning. The men and teenage girls scaled ladders to scrub away
mounds of dust atop 40 fans – even the vertically superior Austin Kennedy had to use the top rung to reach the high ceilings!
Our youngest helper was precious Patrick Finnegan and our oldest was... well, I better just say there were many hands of all ages
that made the inside of the windows sparkle.
Beverly Reynolds, Anna Wasden, and Jane Moore had the dirtiest job cleaning out the dining room cabinets which had been
a favorite nesting spot of some small, furry creatures. Susan Arden Joly who is on the board of the Fresh Air Home put it best
when she wrote how hard it was to see “Our elegant angel Jane Moore removing rodent debris. I guess God gives his angels tough
assignment sometimes. Saint John’s graciously has answered his call to service.”
I would be remiss in not acknowledging Clayton Kennedy who so generously provided breakfast and lunch for the hard workers.
Young Holden Hayes set up the chairs for our picnic lunch which was enjoyed by all. Thank you to each and everyone in our
smiling work force. You made the day such a pleasure!

Savannah Antiques And Architecture Weekend
WEEKEND EVENTS:
• Friday 12:00 p.m. • The Chatham Club • $65
A spectacular luncheon setting for award winning author
Sonny Seals to speak on his exceptional documentation of
The Historic Rural Churches of Georgia.
• Friday 6:30 p.m. • The Green-Meldrim House • $85
Join us in honoring our sponsors, speakers, and appraisers at
this glittering reception and exciting live auction.
• Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. • Cranmer Hall • $15
Celebrity TV Star Appraisers Amanda Everard and Lark
Mason will be joined by GIA certified jewelry-silver specialist
Jane Mullino to verbally evaluate your treasure’s worth NOW!
Reserve your time slot early and choose your appraiser by
specialty. (Time Slots Reserved 10 Minutes Each Item)
• Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Old Town Trolley Stops • $25
The work of Savannah’s most famous architect John Norris
will be highlighted by Old Town Trolley’s Tour en route to

guided tours of Norris’s elegant Andrew Low and GreenMeldrim Houses. This special tour package will also
include a guided tour of the glorious sanctuary of St. John’s.
• Saturday 10:00-11:00 a.m. • Cranmer Hall, $25
Renowned designer Brandon Branch will entertain and
enlighten us with his lecture on Decorative Arts Then and Now.
• Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. • Lunch and Learn • $55
Enjoy a southern box lunch at the Desoto Savannah as the
internationally acclaimed architect Christian Sottile and
designer Chuck Chewning present their impressive project
Renewing a Landmark, The Armstrong Mansion.
• Saturday 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Cranmer Hall • $25
Talented and popular designer Courtland Stevens will present
a decorative arts workshop on the sophisticated art of Mixing
Then with Now.
For more information or to purchase tickets contact us
at www.SavAntiquesWeekend.com or 912.238.3264.

St. John’s Church Tours
By Jack C. Wray

2017 ended successfully for our new venture of opening St. John’s for church tours. We moved quickly from four tours a month to
tours every day Monday through Friday (two Wednesdays) each month. All of this is the result of God’s hand and our dedicated
docents - Audrey Allgaier, Joe Flanders, Susan Fearon, Debbie Helmken, Tru Helms, Bonnie Humphrey, Leslie Johnson, Mick
McCay, Holly McClellan, Frank and Dennie Somosky, Bill Strickland and Ray Summerell. Three additional people are considering
later this year.
Here are the numbers. We had tours 109 days our first year (10 1/2 months beginning February 20, 2017). Total number of tourists
was 4,221 (average of 39/ day). We also had over six private tours including Benedictine senior class, four Isle of Hope Methodist
groups, and other individuals and groups. We were not sure how the week before Christmas (December 18-21) would be but did
have 55 people. The three days after Christmas (December 27-29) with the beautifully decorated church yielded 252 people. Many
thanks to those who took time during the busy holiday season to help.

Save the Date! • Service Outreach Day • Saturday, April 7, 2018 • At the Fresh Air Home
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2018 already promises to be another great year. We received an invitation from Armstrong Road Scholar program which is the
world’s largest not-for-profit innovative creator of experiential learning opportunities. Georgia Southern (formerly Armstrong State
University) has been hosting a variety of Road Scholar (Elderhostel, Inc.) programs for thousands of participants in Savannah and
the surrounding areas for over two decades, sharing with visitors the rich, diverse cultural and natural treasures of our beautiful
locale. St. John’s will be participating with Road Scholar program nine Wednesdays from February to May. The group will visit the
Cathedral of St. John The Baptist at 9:00, then Congregation Mickve Israel at 10:15, and St. John’s at 11:30 for tours visiting three
major religious groups; Catholic, Jew, and Protestant. Of all the protestant churches in Savannah, we were chosen to participate in
this program. What an honor! And who knows what other surprises we will have? I am very grateful for all those who have helped
make this witness possible. For more information about how to participate, contact me at jcwray12@gmail.com or 912.596.2950.
The Eagle Page 7

St. John’s Children’s Church

Catastrophe

Sunday morning Children’s Church continues to be a time of fun, creativity,
learning, and community for the young ones in our St. John’s family. We began
the new church year with making family Advent Wreaths, studying events
and characters surrounding the Nativity, and of course putting on the annual
Christmas pageant.
As the Circle of the Church year progresses, Sunday lessons turn to the Old
Testament until Eastertide, at which time we will shift our focus to the life of
Christ. We are using a curriculum called “Life with God for Children: Engaging
Biblical Stories and Practices for Spiritual Formation.” The main questions we
continue to ask during Children’s Church are, “What does this story say about life
with God? How does this character live a with-God life? What are some ways we can
live our lives with God?”
The teaching focus is on Scripture. The responses and applications introduce various
spiritual disciplines and practices. We will learn how Confession and Forgiveness,
Worship and Prayer, Silence and Solitude, Simplicity and Celebration (to name a few)
are all ways to practice a with-God life. This will be especially poignant as we approach
the season of Lent, which some of the children dread while others don’t quite know
how to observe. Sound familiar?

SUSANNE EVANGELISTA
Christian Education Director
St. John’s Church
617.512.2374
sevangelista@stjohnssav.org

It is a continual gift to witness the remarks, questions, and wonderings of these children, and I encourage you to join us by
volunteering to help with Children’s Church. This is not only a way to serve our little ones, but it is also an opportunity to be
reminded of the childlike faith and worship to which we are called (Matt. 18:1-3, 1 Peter 2:2). Please contact me at sevangelista@
stjohnssav.org, and I will give you more information.
Also, please join the “St. John’s Children” Facebook page for even more updates, musings, lesson plans, and photos.

December 6, 2017 was the 100th anniversary of the largest man made non-atomic
explosion in recorded history on December 6, 1917 in my hometown Halifax,
Nova Scotia. At the bloody zenith of World War I, with Halifax as the largest natural port in North America and the last port of call for troops and supplies bound
for the European front; a French munitions ship laded with American made high
explosives collided with a Norwegian relief vessel in the narrows of Halifax Harbour. The ensuing blast laid low the working class north end of the city in a matter
of seconds, killing 2000, and horrifically maiming and rendering homeless many
more. Historically, culturally and commercially bound to the old world across the
Atlantic, and the Boston States down the Eastern seaboard; it was Boston that came
to the aid of Halifax in its time of need when one of the worst winter storms on
record hit the devastated city the following day.
In The Great Halifax Explosion: A World War I Story of Trachery, Tragedy, and
Extraordinary Heroism (2017), American historian John U. Bacon tells the story of
the calamity against the backdrop of Halifax’s storied history as a colorful port city in
wartime and peace; its closer relationship to its seagoing southern regional neighbors
than to Upper Canada at its back(Halifax harbour pilots saved the CSS Tallahassee
from an 1864 Union blockade. It’s captain, John Taylor Wood grandson of Zachary
Taylor and nephew of Jefferson Davis later settled his family in Halifax), and the
fascinating and as it proved to be - providential - role as the relief staging ground for
the earlier Titanic disaster off Newfoundland.

FATHER
CRAIG O’BRIEN
Priest Associate
St. John’s Church

In The Halifax Explosion: The Apocalypse of Samuel H. Prince: A Commentary on Catastrophe and Social Change (2017) University
of Kings College professor Susan Dood, comments on the 1920 Columbia University doctoral thesis of Samuel Prince, who as
a young priest both witnessed the Halifax Explosion and was earlier involved in the burial at sea of Titanic victims. Prince was
the first director of the Dalhousie University Maritime School of Social Work, where my father was one of his successors, and
a priest professor at The University of Kings College across the street. As a clergyman from the evangelical side of the Anglican
spectrum and a social scientist, Dodd argues, Prince was uniquely able to draw out the theological and social implications of the
Halifax Explosion catastrophe, and of catastrophes in general in light of biblical faith and the human predisposition to sociality.
Barometer Rising (1941) is novelist Hugh MacLennan’s classic historical romance set against the background of the Halifax
Explosion. It holds up well, and addition to the historically accurate and brutally evoked descriptions of the disaster itself, has
fully fleshed out compelling characters, and profound ruminations on national and regional identity and the then future of the
twentieth century.

THE BEST MOVIES OF 2017
A Quiet Passion • Long Strange Trip • The Trip to Spain
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri • Mudbound • The Shape of Water
Ladybird • A Ghost Story • Things to Come (released in December, 2016)
(In no particular order except for the first, Terence Davies’ spiritually luminous biopic
of Emily Dickenson and the last which are one and two in my order of merit!)
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The Men of St. John’s Church

Advent Wreaths and Trimming the Christmas Tree

The Men held our annual Steak Night at The Forest City Gun Club on November
16th. We had a great turnout of over 80 men, who enjoyed skeet shooting, social
hour, dinner, and a fantastic program. I would like to personally thank our Vice
President, Martin Sullivan for coordinating and moderating our program on “Crime
in Savannah”, with a panel consisting of Mayor Eddie Deloach, District Attorney
Meg Heap, and Pastor George Lee, Director of the End Gun Violence Campaign in
Savannah. Martin did an excellent job of bringing this distinguished group together
and enlightening the group on crime issues in our community. These events are also
great opportunities to expose other men in our community to the fellowship of St.
John’s Church, and we had approximately twenty guests.
Our next event will be our annual Oyster Roast to be held at Villa Marie on Saturday,
February 10, 2018 from noon to 4:00 p.m. We will have live music, activities for
children, and great barbecue and oysters. This is always a fun event for the men,
parishioners and their guests and last year we had record attendance of over 300 people.
Please make plans to come and join us, as we will once again be contributing a portion
of our proceeds to the good work of Fresh Air Home. We can always use additional
volunteers, so please reach out to the event chairman, Alex Jarman, if you would like
to serve.

SCOTT HOWARD
President
Men of St. John’s
912.598.3811
robert_s_howard@ml.com

The spring will bring St. Patrick’s Day and with that, we will hold our reserved parking space program to raise funds for the
Men’s Club. In addition, we will host the annual golf tournament and tennis tournament. Please see Jim McClelland if interested
in the golf tournament, and Scott Howard, if interested in participating in the tennis tournament. We also have many other
opportunities to serve and contribute, including reading at Morning or Evening Prayer, serving as an usher, participating in one
of the weekly study groups, or attending one of the Sunday morning classes. Thank you to all who have served in the past and
continue to serve.

St. John’s Prayer Circle
“Jesus has told us to pray and to believe what we pray so that what we pray will come to pass” (Mark 11:23-24). When we pray as Jesus has
asked us to do, our lives are not only changed but the world, itself, becomes a more perfect reflection of God’s divine plan for us on earth.
As we pray in St. John’s Prayer Circle for our selves, for others, for our Church, and for the world, we are all benefited by pleasing God and
receiving back from God His grace and His love for each of us. This is the miracle of being a child of God and a follower of His Son our
Lord Jesus Christ.
What began as a gathering of a few people interested in studying about prayer has now developed into a committed group of
praying Christians uplifting our church, our community, our city, our nation and the world. Each month we meet to study and
pray together. Our resources for studying prayer are the Bible and The Complete Works of E. M. Bounds On Prayer. Previously we
enjoyed working our way through Timothy Keller’s excellent Prayer- Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God. Anyone interested
is most welcome to join us the second Wednesday evening of each month at 6:15 p.m. in Cranmer Hall. Contact Karen Wray at
912.398.8006 or Lachlan Ivy at 912.665.3368 with any questions or for more details.
COMING SOON
Prayer Boxes will be set up both in the front of the sanctuary and also in Cranmer Hall to put your Prayer Requests in! Forms will be
available to write requests on and they can be anonymous, general or as specific as you would like for our Prayer Circle to pray over.
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Pictured Above: William Taylor & Jacob Perkins • Finn Cocke • Ben & Emiline Baxter • Marley Crabb
The Green-Meldrim House Tree • Lilly, Kahala & Elaine Barrow • Ashlynn & Candace Forkner

Lisa Sharpley - Our New Parish Administrator
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Lisa Sharpley, our new Parish Administrator. Lisa has extensive experience working
in church offices and Sunday school, and will be handling the expansion of communications technology that is underway. Please
be sure to introduce yourself to her when you call or visit the church office.
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