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Winners of First Place and the Father Ralston Cup – L-R:
Rob Sparks, Scott Howard, Brian Culver, Walter Strong
The St. John’s Men’s Golf Tournament was held May 13 at the Marshwood Course at The Landings.
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Holly Days Bazaar 2016
Mark your calendars for NOVEMBER 9th & 10th!
It’s going to be another great year at the Holly Days Bazaar! We hope to see all of you, experienced and inexperienced
alike, come out to volunteer. Call the committee chairman of your choice or Betsy Howard. We look forward to seeing
everyone in November!
Chairman:

Betsy Howard (acting)
912-398-1326
betsyd6@aol.com OR
betsyhoward09@gmail.com

Co-Chairman:

Laura Reid (acting)
lauramreid@comcast.net

912-232-6732

Books:

Kathryn Tanner
Karen Wray

Canning:

Jane Pressly
janepressly@aol.com

Publicity/
Marketing

Silent Auction:

912-656-2254

912-667-4894
912-398-8006

Mary Lee Stevens
mldstevens@gmail.com
Susan Traver
		

912-233-6551

Soup & Chili:

Christiana Turner
turner00@bellsouth.net

912-898-1810

Sherry Holtzclaw
dukehclaw@gmail.com

912-897-3889

Candlelight Dinner Pam Young
912-233-0783
Tickets
pamelahyoung@comcast.net
Check-out:

Ashley Glover
912-657-3303
ashleyrglover@hotmail.com
Laura Sparks
912-306-7667
laurasparks123@gmail.com

Church Tours:

Jack Wray
jcwray12@gmail.com

912-596-2950

Children’s Camp:

Caroline Hayes
chayes@stjohnssav.org

912-429-2195

Crafts:

Martha Sullivan
912-663-6221
msullivan73@comcast.net

Garden Shop:

Debbie Carson
912-897-6169
dbcarson55@hotmail.com

Lunch Prep Plate:

Laura Wimbish
dixie1940@att.net

Lunch Supplies:
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Cathy Rodgers
912-667-0102
cathy@7wavesmarketing.com
Stacy Jennings
912-224-1354
stacy.jennings@savannahnow.com

912-598-8294		
912-713-6109

Take-Outs:
Melanie Finnegan
melanietfinnegan@gmail.com

912-856-6210
912-450-0061

Treasure Room:

Holly Montford
hollymontford@aol.com

912-897-6202

Treasurer:

Anne Arden
annemarden@aol.com

912-224-8211

Treasurer’s
Assistant:

Liz Lackey
elizb53@aol.com

912-356-3615

Waitresses/
Lunch Set-Up:

Grace Merritt
912-658-3010
merrittlyon@bellsouth.net
Richie Reid
703-409-2266
dblzr00@gmail.com

White Elephant:

Caroline Warner
cwarner.9@hotmail.com
Nita Ann Klein
nak618@gmail.com

912-897-5527

Margaret Northup
912-650-0971
margaretnorthup@gmail.com

912-354-3242		
912-927-4270

Church-Wide Service Project
Betsy Howard reports on the progress made this year by the Women of St. John’s.

Announcing our New Outreach Ministry with The Fresh Air Home

Betsy Howard,
President, Women
of St. John’s
betsyhoward09@
gmail.com

I am so excited to officially announce a new outreach ministry that has been a vision of ours
for quite some time.
This year, 2016-17, The Women of the Church, in accord with the Men of the Church and the
Children, will be starting a year-long commitment to hands-on service projects with The Fresh
Air Home on Tybee Island. It will be a “Church-Wide Service Project.” It stems from the idea
that we would like to be more directly involved in doing God’s work.

Our church does such a great job of donating money, supplies and time to organizations that
are worthwhile. And I know many of you volunteer your time quietly in different ways. This is an opportunity for our
church, as a community, to work together to serve those in need.
Over the course of the year, we will be offering opportunities to go to the Fresh Air Home to help work on specific projects
(gardening, painting, cleaning, organizing, construction, etc). We have so many talented and willing workers in our church
that I hope this will be a way for all of us to glorify God through our service.
Many of you have close ties to The Fresh Air Home (FAH), but for those of you unfamiliar with it, it is an amazing (and
beautiful!) place for disadvantaged children who wouldn’t have the opportunity otherwise. At our October General ECW
meeting, we will have someone from the FAH speak to us about it and share some stories that illustrate what a special place
it is. Here are some excerpts taken from The Fresh Air Home website, www.thefreshairhome-tybee.org. Be on the lookout
for more details about specific projects!
“Every summer The Fresh Air Home (FAH) opens its doors to hundreds of Savannah-area children! The mission of the
Home is to improve the health of the children, to build character, and to help them grow into better men and women – both
physically and morally.
The Fresh Air Home is operated and maintained by the Froebel Circle, which is comprised of 50 dedicated women who are
committed to serving God’s children.
The first meeting of the Froebel Circle was held on May 27, 1897, at the home of Miss Pape. There were eight members
present. The work of the Circle was to be directed toward increasing the health and happiness of underprivileged children.
This Circle was to bear the name of the great German educator, Frederick Froebel, who founded the kindergarten system.
The Fresh Air Home opened the first season on Saturday, July 2, 1897.
Presently, during the summer months, the Home is opened for eight weeks. The various committee members see that everything is in readiness for each child to spend 11 days at the home enjoying the ocean, salt air, playing on the beach, and supervision by counselors of strong character. The daily program at The Fresh Air Home includes play on the beach, supervised
games on the camp grounds, crafts, music activities, Bible stories, and field trips.” (from www.thefreshairhome-tybee.org)
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Church School News
Welcome Back! School has started for all of the children, and now it is time for Church School
to begin! The first day of Sunday School will be Sunday, September 11th. After much discussion
and planning, it has been decided to go back to the “old school” way of doing things.
Sunday school for all children in Preschool - 5th grades will take place during the 10:30 a.m.
hour!
Written by:
Caroline Hayes
Christian Education
Director

So what does this mean, you ask?
•
Nursery (infant - 3yr olds) - available from 9:15 a.m. until the conclusion of the 10:30 a.m.
service. Located on the first floor of Cranmer Hall.
•
Preschool (potty-trained 3 yr olds) and Pre-kindergarten - beginning at 10:15 a.m. may
chayes@stjohnssav.org
912-232-8887
attend their class located on the 2nd floor of Cranmer Hall, first classroom.
•
Kindergarten - 5th grades - Attend Church with parents for the first portion of the service.
They are to follow the cross over to Cranmer Hall at the designated time. All classrooms are
located on the 2nd floor of Cranmer Hall. All children are to be picked up from their classroom at the conclusion of
the 10:30 a.m. service.
What will they be doing? All children will be studying the New Testament this year.
• On Morning Prayer Sundays, the children will go directly to their classroom with their teacher for a story, lesson, and activity.
• On Communion Sundays, the children will go directly to the Children’s Chapel (2nd floor of Cranmer Hall). At that
time they will have morning assembly and music. After music, they will follow their teacher to their classroom for a
story, lesson, and activity.
What about the Confirmation Class, Youth Classes, and Adults?
• These classes will continue to meet at 9:30 a.m. Sunday mornings.
• All classrooms are located on the 3rd floor of Cranmer Hall.
What will the children do at 9:30 a.m. if their families come for other classes?
• There will be activities at 9:30 a.m. for all siblings of older children or children of parents attending a class. (First classroom on the 2nd floor of Cranmer Hall)
• All children in Kindergarten - 5th grades must be picked up at 10:15 a.m. and attend church with their families.
As always, we can use help in any way, big or small, especially in the nursery. Please contact Caroline Hayes chayes@stjohnssav.org or 232-8887. We are looking forward to another great year at St. John’s Church School!

More Results and Photos from the Annual Men’s Club of St. John’s Golf Tournament

Father Dunbar Cup Winner for Longest Drive:
Scott Stevens
Second Place Team Winners: Ted Warner,
Dicky Adams, David Reid, Jim McClellan
Closest to the Pin Winner: David Reid
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Rector’s Rambles
Sometimes the most blinding moments of epiphany are the ones that are most obvious. The answer
is staring you in the face – you just don’t realize it’s the answer – and then, suddenly, you do.
I had an epiphany like that in the past year – not dramatic, not something that happened in a
moment, but a gradually-dawning realization. And the epiphany is just this: the motivation that the
Christian Faith gives believing Christians is not guilt and it is not fear: it’s gratitude, and it’s love.
It’s obvious, right? Everyone knows that – except (too often) we don’t, or we forget. Instead of love
By: Father
Gavin Dunbar
and gratitude what actually motivates us is too often guilt and fear. And guilt and fear are very poor
motivators. Sure, for quick results, there is nothing like panic. But over the long term? No one enjoys
feeling guilt and fear, and the longer we feel it, the more desperate the measures we take to block it out.
Very often, human beings being what they are, that means shifting the blame – anger, pride, self-righteousness, bitterness. Or it means self-destructive and degrading self-indulgence. We turn in upon
ourselves; we shut God out, but we can’t shut out the emptiness of a life without him.
We can’t turn on love, and we can’t turn on gratitude. It’s something that happens to us, when we
have received a free gift of love that we don’t deserve, desperately need, and comes to us only at huge cost to the giver. It’s what happens to the traveler who is mugged on a lonely road, left half dead in a ditch, and is rescued – by the man he despised and rejected.
It’s what happens to the child, who has taken his father’s cash, wasted it to no good purpose, knows he has no right to his father’s
favor – but learns that his father still loves him. It is what happens to us, when we know the great deliverance God has brought us,
how desperately we need it, how little we deserve it, how much it cost him to give it, and how great was the love that paid this price
and brought us home. When we know and believe his love for us, there is no room for guilt or fear, there is no room for anything
but gratitude and love.
There is nothing we will not do for the one who has done so much more for us. That’s what motivates our worship, our obedience, our service, our outreach, our fellowship, our praying, and our giving. And by expressing our love and gratitude, in words, in
actions, we grow in love and gratitude. It makes sense for us to give as Jesus asks us to – generously, sacrificially, in proportion to the
blessings we have received, not just when we feel like it, but as a spiritual discipline. It’s how we live - not by guilt but by gratitude,
not by fear but by love.
Once a year we ask members of the congregation to tell us what they plan to give in the year to come, so that the Vestry can make
a responsible budget for the year to come. This year’s stewardship season kicks off on Michaelmas (October 2nd) with a brochure
and pledge card. We will ask you to think and pray about what God is calling us to give, in the light of the Bible’s teaching. We ask
parishioners to return this pledge card on or before Sunday October 30th, when we keep our Feast of Dedication, with Morning
Prayer and a celebratory brunch at the Green-Meldrim House. It’s a day for gratitude, a day to express our love for the Lord: and
it’s all guilt-free.

ECW Outreach
By Mary Soule, Outreach Chairwoman
“Defend the poor and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and needy.” Psalm 82:3
This is the heart cry of The Living Vine, a residential program for women in crisis. It was founded by a group of concerned Christians who believed God was calling them to open a home for young women in crisis pregnancies, as an alternative to abortion.
It is an interdenominational ministry. In January 1996, the conversion of the derelict former Florence Crittendon Home began.
On September 1, 1996, the newly renovated 10,000 square foot building opened its doors. The ministry comfortably houses up
to twelve residents and live-in staff. To date, over 340 expectant mothers and their unborn children have fondly called The Living
Vine home.
The program is biblically-based and provides the opportunity for each resident to evaluate her life, her belief system, and her
decision-making while developing godly disciplines in order to prepare for her future success. There are two tracks of course work:
education and job internship. The primary focus is spiritual growth and education. Additional classes include parenting skills,
childbirth education, nutrition, life skills instruction, job preparation, sewing and knitting classes, and exercise. Also offered are
adoption referrals and counseling, aftercare referrals, anger resolution, family counseling, and financial planning.
The Vine has chosen not to receive state, federal or other monies that would limit their freedom to teach Biblical principles. They are
supported by donations, fund-raising, and their thrift store Blessingdales, which is located at 6 Television Circle, off Abercorn Street.
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Have Music Will Travel
As Organist-Choirmaster, I read carefully the responses (ratings and anonymous comments)
to the recent church survey on worship. What I learned from this survey is that persons that
worship at St. John’s represent one extreme to another, and I do mean EXTREME! Though a
couple of people objected to the use of the survey method, I found it very useful, as it indicates
exactly where people are in their Christian journey and with the church.
By: Steven Branyon,
Organist/
Choirmaster

One aspect of the Survey that naturally interested me greatly was the questions about music.
The great majority (81%) of those responding were parishioners who attend the 10:30 a.m. service, and 14% from those who attend at different times, so these answers reflect that congregation
more than the regular 8 a.m. or Noon worshippers.

Given that context, 79% said congregational music was “very important” and 17% “somewhat
important”; 64% and 36% said the same about music performed by the choir or soloists; and 68%
and 23% said the same about organ music.
As to the quality of the music performed at St. John’s, 78% thought the congregational music was excellent and 16% adequate; 92% thought the choir or soloist music excellent and 8% adequate; 86% thought pipe organ music excellent and 12%
adequate; 70% thought the music at 8 a.m. excellent and 25% adequate.
As to quantity, 95% thought there was “just enough” congregational music, 92% choir or soloist music; 92% music on the
organ; 84% music at 8 a.m.
Naturally I am pleased by these very positive affirmations of what we are doing with music at St. John’s. Of course I want
to move the quality numbers even higher, but I am glad you think we are on the right track. This was borne out by the great
majority of comments also.
Something brought each of us to the Episcopal Church, and more specifically to St. John’s Church with its rich history and
liturgical variety. I love to buy antiques, and when I purchase one, I do so because I like it and want to use it. I do not buy
it to alter it! One person from the survey said, “The church should be preserved as we have received it. ” The older I get, the
more I seem to appreciate this statement. Our parents and grandparents did their best to leave us with many time-honored
traditions, not just traditions in the church but traditions in life as well. Another person stated beautifully, “St. John’s will
return all you give it, and more.” Maybe the results from this survey can be a starting point for deeper conversations and
learning for each of us.
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Spies Like Us
In the 2nd century Letter of Diognetus, the unknown author famously wrote of the dual nature of
Christians in the world:

By: Father
Craig O’Brien

...though they are residents at home in their own countries, their behavior there is more like that of
transients; they take their full part as citizens, but they also submit to anything and everything as
aliens. For them, any foreign country is a motherland, and any motherland is a foreign country...
Though destiny has placed them here in the flesh, they do not live after the flesh; their days are passed
on the earth, but their citizenship is above in the heavens...Such is the high post of duty in which God
has placed them, and it is their moral duty not to shrink from it.
Spy tales from Poe, Dostoyevsky and Conrad to Maugham, Greene and le Carre, dramatize through
tropes of ideological allegiance and espionage intrigue, the spiritual plane of human psychological
duality and moral identity.

The Night Manager (1993)
David Cornell aka John le Carre’s first end of ideology, post cold war novel about the infiltration of the organization of the worst
man in the world - a connected venture-capitalist arms dealer, by an ex-soldier hotelier haunted by personal betrayal.
(2016)
AMC recently aired a six-part British-produced limited series adaptation with Hugh Laurie, Tom Hiddleston and Olivia Colman. Good as the series is, the novel is richer in character, nuance and backstory. About this last, I’ve noticed that le Carre’s most
recent protagonists have some background in the English-Christian social tradition - whether Church or Chapel - fueling the
moral indignation of the author and his heroes against an array of global forces that be.
The Americans
An ongoing FX series about a KGB sleeper cell in suburban 1980s Washington and their stoic FBI pursuer, played by the excellent Noah Emmerich.
A Spy Among Friends (2014)
Ben MacIntyre’s engrossing biography of Kim Philby and the cold-war era Cambridge Soviet spy ring, with a fascinating afterward by le Carre.
The Tears of Autumn, Last Supper
Two of Charles McCarry’s Paul Christopher spy novels. McCarry has been called the American le Carre. His Yankee blue-blood
poet/spy Christopher, bears a passing resemblance to the real and fascinating CIA counterespionage chief and erstwhile friend
of Philby, James Jesus Angleton.
Harlot’s Ghost (1991).
Norman Mailer’s big, baggy enthralling fictional history of the CIA, also partially based on Angleton.
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A Steady Hand on the Tiller
Senior Warden Stacy Jennings’ remarks at last May’s celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Fr Dunbar’s Institution as Rector
on May 26th, 2006.
Thank you all for joining us today to celebrate the 10th anniversary of an important moment in the history of St. John’s
Church - the institution of Fr. Gavin Dunbar as rector - albeit a few days early. The actual date was May 26, 2006. First, I
want to thank the ECW, the Men of St. John’s and the Chancel Society for arranging such a splendid coffee hour in honor of
our dear Father Dunbar.
As I look out among this group of friends, I see the history and future of St. John’s... many of you were here before Fr.
Dunbar arrived, many have arrived since.
		
Fr. Dunbar has had a front row seat for quite a number of things - three priests, then two, then three, then two again. At
one point, he was the ONLY priest in residence! He’s seen dozens of babies baptized, confirmations, marriages, and funerals. Upheaval in the national church and even here in our own diocese. But through it all, he’s kept a steady hand on the
tiller, and kept the sails trimmed for smooth and effective passage. And he’s done so with such good humor and patience.
Clearly, after well over a decade of devotion, Fr. Dunbar has earned a place in our hearts.
Our goal today, of course, is commemorating the 10th anniversary of Fr. Dunbar’s institution and we do so the way
in which St. John’s excels - with charity and hospitality. Please raise your glass with me to offer a toast to our friend, our
spiritual leader, our Rector. May you continue with us as we grow in Christ...to lead this flock in the service of the Lord for
many years to come. To Gavin Dunbar!
In honor of his anniversary, gifts were given by the Vestry, The Women of the Church and the Men’s Club.

Stacy Jennings and Jane Wells congratulate Fr. Dunbar
on the 10th anniversary of his institution
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Joshua: Man of Faith, Main of Courage, Man of War
By Jack Wray
The history of Israel throughout the Old Testament is orchestrated by God’s will and purpose for His people. There are
dynamic stories of Israel’s faithfulness to God as well as tragic stories of her faithlessness. Yet all the stories are framed with
theological statements about God, which point to New Testament fulfillment.
The book of Joshua is filled with accounts of brutal Canaanite genocide. It is difficult for many Christians to see any theological principles in such stories. It is difficult for many faithful Christians to embrace God as the divine Warrior. Resolving
this dilemma is the theme of the study of Joshua that tells the story of the work of God in fulfilling His promise to Abraham
to give Israel the Land of Promise, “the Lord said unto him (Moses). This is the land which sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
and unto Jacob, saying I will give it unto thy seed. . . “ (Deut. 34:4).
The number of crossovers to the New Testament, Jesus in particular, is even more surprising. This part of our study underscores the amazing paradox that even humanity’s worst receive Jesus’ best. That’s pure grace. Joshua was particularly a man
of faith, a man of courage, and a man of war.
Join us for a study of Joshua, beginning Sunday, Sept. 11.

DEATHS
Albert Roberts Howard, M.D.
Harry Edward Martin III
Elizabeth Healy Muller
William Shelverton Willingham
Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them, O Lord; And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.
MARRIAGES
On Saturday, June 4, 2016, Meredith Mason Stevens and Jonathan Michael Hester were united in Holy Matrimony.
On Saturday, June 18, 2016, Emma Caroline Murray and Jason Andrew Thompson were united in Holy Matrimony.
BAPTISMS
On Friday, May 6, 2016, William Lee Fritz
On Sunday, May 8, 2016, Catherine Ostby Ezelle, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Dick Ezelle
On Sunday, July 3, 2016, Declan Tae-Hyun Hill, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Anthony Hill
On Saturday, July 23, 2016, Lachlan Zane Ekin, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Caleb Richard Ekin
On Sunday, August 14, 2016, William Lattimore Iv, Son of Mr. & Mrs. William Lattimore III
On Saturday, August 20, 2016, Beau Fitzpatrick Hagan, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kay Hagan III

The Eagle Page 9

Give a Unique Gift that Also Supports Your Church
This book is given in honour of

The anniversary of
Amanda and Tom Heath,
who were married at
St. John’s Church on
November 2, 2002

Have you noticed several new Hymnals and Prayer
Books sprinkled throughout the church? They have
been purchased recently with donations from generous
parishioners. Frequently-used Prayer Books and Hymnals, such as ours, last approximately 10 years. Since
most of our Hymnals are about 10 years old or older, it
is time to replenish our books.

If you would like to make a donation, for $50 we will
purchase either a new Hymnal or Prayer Book, and
you may request that the book be dedicated in memory or in honor of a loved one, or to commemorate a
by
special occasion such as their Baptism, Confirmation
or marriage. They make a unique birthday present,
Dorothy and Susan Kingery
anniversary gift or stocking stuffer. A copy of the
completed book plate can be provided, for a greeting
gia
Geor
nnah,
card enclosure, if requested on the order form. The
St. John’s Church • Sava
book plate will be placed in the front cover with your
dedication. Replenishing our much-loved Prayer
Books and Hymnals is both an ongoing project at
St. John’s and a very special way to celebrate loved
This book is given in the memory of
ones. If interested in donating a book or books,
you may call Wendy Corbin in the church office or
contact her at wcorbin@stjohnssav.org.

Ralph Olin Bowden III
and
Elizabeth Lee Bowden
by
Paul and Jane Pressly
St. John’s Church • Savannah, Georgia
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Green Family Furniture News
It is with the greatest pleasure we announce that Ms. Tania
June Sammons will be the contracted curator of the Green
family furniture, recently acquired by St. John’s Church.
Ms. Sammons, formerly the Senior Curator for Decorative
Arts and Historic Houses at The Telfair Museum (including
The Owens-Thomas House), brings exceptional skills and
great experience to her work with us. She has curated 21
original exhibitions, written dozens of articles and publications, secured major donations and grants, and received
numerous awards and honors for her work.
A few of Ms. Sammons key accomplishments include:
Curated the Telfair exhibits of The Story of Silver in Savannah: Creating and Collecting Since the 18th Century
(2010) and the award-winning show, Slavery and Freedom
in Savannah (2014).
Served as the Project Director for Slavery and Freedom in Savannah, which encompassed a major publication, a museum
exhibition, a three-day symposium, and multiple community partnerships. (This program and book won multiple awards
and a significant grant.).
Published three books, Owens-Thomas House (2009), The Art of Kahlil Gibran (2010), and The Story of Silver in Savannah
(2010), and had dozens of articles published by Nineteenth Century, Magazine Antiques, University of Georgia Press, University of Maryland, Georgia Museum of Art, as well as Savannah Magazine and The Telfair Museum.
Secured the third-largest donation ever to The Telfair Museum, surpassed only by the original gift by Mary Telfair and
Margaret Thomas, as well as other grants, awards, and scholarships.
Most happily for us, Ms. Sammons’ future association with the Green-Meldrim House has already begun to bear fruit, even
before her first day on the job. Thanks to her reputation and recommendation, St. John’s will be the site for the biannual symposium of the prestigious Decorative Arts Trust next spring. On April 20-23, over 100 of the nations’ most serious patrons
of decorative arts scholarship will come to the Green-Meldrim House and to Cranmer Hall to learn about the remarkable
objects and furniture that have come home to us after 120 years in Paris.
This is a valuable promotion of what the GMH offers; it will be the first step in our efforts to make our beloved parish house
better known to an interested national audience, hopefully resulting in more tour and rental income.
Ms. Sammons is currently in France, as she was awarded a Dora Maar Fellowship and is working on research there. She
will begin her work with us at the end of September. Please plan to come to the October 5 meeting of The Women of St. John’s
at 10:45 to meet Ms. Sammons and to welcome her. Truly, we are blessed to have this remarkable woman with us.
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Above: John and Susan Wylly were co-champions of the O’Brien Cup

tennis tournament, held May 19 at the Savannah Golf Club.

 


Left: Fr. Dunbar tees off at the Men’s Annual Golf Tournament, held May

13 at The Landings Marshwood
Course.





