The Eagle
Spring 2010

The Eagle is a publication by the Episcopal Church Women of St. John’s Church
One West Macon Street, Savannah, GA 31401 912-232-1251

Spread the Cheer- Volunteer
Guides: A “WIN – WIN – WIN” SITUATION by Bonney Gilbreath
When OUR GUIDES take visitors through the rooms of our beautiful Green-Meldrim House, everyone wins: the
Church, the visitors and especially the Guides themselves. What a wonderful feeling of pride and gratification our Guides
have in seeing our visitors’ admiration and enthusiasm.
Visitors come from all around the world. They are charmed with the exquisite rooms and appointments, the unusual and detailed architecture and the fascinating history of the House. They are always complimentary of the Tour, and
often remark on how wonderful it is that the Church has preserved such a “treasure”. They genuinely appreciate that the
House is more than a museum, but is an active, vibrant parish house, the center for numerous Church programs and activities as well as for various community interests. All proceeds from the tours go toward the preservation of the House and
to the numerous outreach projects of the St. John’s Church Women.
We badly need more Guides, even if for only three hours a month. Many Guides are now working more frequently than that. Guides are stationed upstairs, downstairs, or welcoming visitors at the front door. There are guidebooks that
explain everything that’s needed. It’s easy and fun. Just call the Guides Chairman, Jane Pressley, at (912)-233-6551 or
janepressley@aol.com.

Bag Ladies Needed
The ECW is sponsoring a new program in
conjunction with Second Harvest Food Bank.
We need volunteers to help one day a week
to pack food bags for children at a public elementary school to take home for the weekend. Schools provide breakfast and lunch and
Second Harvest’s Kids’ Cafe provides dinner
for children during the week. Sadly, there are
many children in Savannah who go all weekend without proper nourishment. Second Harvest is pairing with churches in the community to sponsor these weekend food backpacks.
We meet at Second Harvest on Wednesdays to
pack the bags. It usually take around one hour.
Hopefully, we will have enough volunteers so
you would not have to come every week. Second Harvest will deliver the bags to the school
each week. Our cost runs around one dollar a
bag. What a deal! Please call Martha Sullivan
at 663-6221 if you are interested in helping.
Thanks to George Barrow, Rusty Ross, Henry
Stevens, Derek Futrell, Justin Watson, Scott
Howard, Jon Moore (all pictured left) and the
rest of the Men's Club for putting on a fabulous
Oyster Roast.
See more pictures from the Roast on Page 9.
Contact the editors if you have volunteer opportunities you would like added to the Eagle.
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The Latest from the Episcopal Church Women

Jessica Osborne
ECW President

The ECW had a great 2009 with a wonderful bazaar thanks to the hard work of
Carolyn Ezelle, Leah Brunson, and all the women of the church. The Bazaar is always such
a great time for fellowship and reconnecting with dear friends. The ECW has also been
extremely impressed with our Liaison to the Sunday School Program, Caroline Hayes, and
we cannot thank her enough for her diligent efforts. Last year and this year, the women of
the church have played an integral role in the Green-Meldrim house restoration and have
made a large donation to the project. We will continue our support of the church, but our
main focus this year is community outreach. We will have a variety of speakers so we can
decide where we want to focus our giving for the next year.
There are so many ways to serve the church through the ECW, and volunteering is a
great way to meet people and strengthen our bonds with one another. For instance did you
know the ECW is in charge of the tours of the Green- Meldrim House and for bringing food
to those in need. Women of the church, we encourage you to join us; we hope to see lots of
new faces in 2010.

Thank you from our 2009 Holiday Bazaar ChairmanAnd we thank you Carolyn Ezelle for all of your hard work!
I wanted to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to all who worked at the Bazaar this year. There are so many people
who work hard every year to make this such a wonderful event. It is always impressive to see everyone join together to
make everything run so smoothly. It is truly a joy to see the happiness in everyone’s faces and is just one reason the Bazaar
is one of my favorite events each year. I wish that I could list everyone’s name who contributed to the success of the Bazaar
but we would never have enough space. However, please know you are truly appreciated. I would like to especially thank
the following Committee Heads:
Co Chair: Leah Brunson, Babysitting: Kerri Culver, Books: Margaret Wylly, Candlelight Dinner Sales: Mildred Derst and
Jessica Osborne, Candlelight Dinner: Kathie Harlander, Canning: Jane Pressly, Desserts: Marsha Berger and Kathie Johnston, Flowers: Tracy Inglesby, Frozen Foods: Robbie Culver and Ragnild Ezelle, Garden Shop: Debbie Carson and Coren
Ross, Jewelry: Cathy Aldridge, Lunch Plate Prep: Laura Wimbish, Lunch Set Up: Linda Sheahan, Nun’s Nook: Doretha
Coy, Handmade Figurines: Anne Mingledorf, Organ Recitals: Brian Taylor, Publicity: Stacy Jennings, Sandwiches: Leah
Brunson, Jentri Hand and Sharon Morris, Silent Auction: Jennifer Fana, Silent Auction Write Ups: Lori Nesbit (who only
slept for one hour before Sunday Coffee Hour making all of the last minute changes), Soup and Chili: Sherry Holtzclaw
and Christiana Turner, Takeouts: McBrier Maloney, Tours of the Church: Phillip Kirk, Treasure Room: Caroline Warner and
Kippy Adams, Treasurer: Dale Thorpe, Waitresses: Lisa Fort, White Elephant: Nita Ann Klein (Nita Ann gets the top award.
I have never seen someone deal with more clutter with a smile at all times - she is truly an inspiration to watch)

All women of the Church are members of the ECW. Please join us for fellowship in our beautiful Green Meldrim
House on March 3rd and April 7th after chapel (chapel usually ends at 10:45) for some great speakers. If you have children and would like to attend, let Jessica Osborne know at least two days in advance and babysitting can be arranged!
Thanks.
Also, please mark your calendars for our annual ECW picnic which will be held May 5th.
SAVE THE DATE: Bible School and Choir Camp will be held the week of July 12-19th.
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The Men's Club Reports

Written by:
Rick Wright
Men's Club President

The Men of St. Johns are focused on food at this time of year. The annual Advent Parish
Supper and the Annual Oyster Roast & BBQ are behind us and we are deeply indebted to Leroy
Suddath (Advent Parish Dinner) and Justin Watson (Oyster Roast) for spearheading these events
along with a large team of hardworking volunteers. The Men are thankful for the wonderful support we received on a rainy January day. Everyone in attendance thought the weather was perfect
for an Oyster Roast.
Preparations are under way for the annual St Patrick’s Day Hot Dog Sale (March 17th)
and the Lenten Parish Supper (March 14th). If you are available for either event, there is plenty
of work and fun to go around. We are stepping up our efforts to communicate with the Men of St.
Johns. If you are not receiving emails from the Men of St. Johns and would like to be included,
please send me your email address at rick@wrightadvisorygroup.com. Also, please email me if
you are interested in attending one of our Men’s Groups on Tuesday or Thursday morning. Both
groups start at 7AM in Cranmer Hall. Tuesday features a Southern Style Breakfast and wide
ranging topics of discussion. While Thursday morning is lead by Gavin and has the ‘flavor’ of a
college seminar discussion group. We hope you'll join us.

Destination: One West Macon Street
by: Starr Weed
We want everyone to know Emily Cook- one of our new additions to St. John’s. In May of last year Emily became
director of the Parish House, filling Shirley Ford’s shoes with enthusiasm, organizational skills and a friendly attitude. She
says with Zelene Ash and Jennifer Graham to help her get acclimated, her task of running the house has been a smooth
transition. She has grown to consider these ladies and the other parish house staff part of her working family. With their assistance, Emily has received positive feedback not only from St. John’s parishioners but also from tourists, tour guides and
folks who use the Parish House for special occasions. Her caring attitude, attention to detail and work ethic make her perfect
for this position.
Emily is a Savannah native and part of such a large family that her head count of them this past Thanksgiving was 56
including her uncle Ellis Cook, an acquaintance of many St. John’s parishioners. She lives with her two best friends, Sugar
and Lexi, her dogs, and one of her favorite pastimes is taking them on long walks to unwind at the end of her busy days.
She is also in the process of becoming a volunteer at Georgia Regional Hospital. Her career goal is to complete her college
education in the area of massage therapy.
Emily takes pride in whatever she does which shows in her care of our Parish House. She not only delegates tasks to
her staff, she undertakes similar jobs herself, which provides cohesion among all those working with her. She believes that
“the purpose of life is a life of purpose” and lives by the Golden Rule. We are exceedingly lucky to have Emily in our midst.
If you haven’t met Emily, stop by the Parish House and introduce yourself. You will see a positive, caring young lady with
a contagious smile. Welcome, Emily and thank you for offering us so much in our Parish House.

Stewardship Nugget
When 10 Percent is 100 Percent
For people with a biblical viewpoint, the bottom line of financial giving is not money. It isn't like paying a house payment or an electricity bill. The tithe is “earnest money” on
the promise to commit 100% of ourselves to his purposes.
The Apostle Paul put it this way: “I appeal to you therefore,
brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1). That is the
bottom line of financial stewardship. It is not about giving
money. It is about giving ourselves spiritually.

Pictured keeping the Green-Meldrim House fun: Emily, Zell, & Jennifer
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Green Meldrim House Restoration Update
A Word from the Rector - The Urgency of the Task
All old buildings show their age in one way or another: and sometimes that is part of their charm. Three years
ago, however, the women of St. John’s noticed that the historic Parish House needed more than routine maintenance.
Little did they know what a thorough condition assessment would eventually discover in the one area of the building that
very few people ever looked at close up: frightening deterioration in the roof and parapet.
When Anna Habersham Smith, Christiana Turner, and Bill Rodgers clambered through the attic and onto the roof,
they not only discovered one of Savannah’s most beautiful views. They also discovered that the enormous stones that
composed the battlement-shaped south parapet were leaning outwards, sustained only by rusting tie rods. Subsequent
examination of the roof - burdened by layer upon layer of aging shingles - exposed a structure ready to spring leaks that
would ruin the intricate plasterwork in the rooms below.
Stunned by this potential nightmare for safety and historic preservation, the Vestry authorized the removal of
the endangered stones by a nationally-respected Virginia company, Tidewater Preservation. The Vestry also requested a
thorough analysis and plan to restore the roof and parapet structure. This January, after exhaustive analysis and planning,
rather than wait any longer and risk serious damage, the Vestry authorized the first phase of the restoration plan to begin.
The Church will need your help in raising the funds to insure the preservation of this National Historic Landmark
building entrusted to our care. If you can be of help, or would like to know more about what is involved, please do not
hesitate to contact me at the Church office (232-1251), Rectory (234-2209) or on email gdunbar@stjohnssav.org.
If you would like to donate towards this project, cheques can be made to St. John’s Church, with “Green Meldrim Restoration” in the Memo line, and mailed to Green Meldrim Restoration, c/o St. John’s Church, 1 West Macon Street, Savannah, GA 31401.

A Report from the Restoration Committee - Restoration Update
Beginning in mid-February, members of our Parish and the Savannah Community will see work resume on the
restoration of the original south facade parapet stones of the Green-Meldrim House. Tidewater Preservation, Inc will reinstate the restored stones on a new foundation along the roof line overlooking the entrance to the House. This new foundation bond beam will be hidden behind the gutter and hence invisible.
Simultaneously, and out of necessity, the roof of the Green-Meldrim and the Rectory will be replaced with a stateof-the-art Terne-Coated stainless steel metal roof. This new roof has a life expectancy of well over 100 years.
The south parapet stones have been in the expert hands of Tidewater Preservation, Inc. in Virginia for the past
year. During that time, they were analyzed by expert stone conservators who have developed a process that will ensure
their long life and stability. This same team of stone conservators will be on site in Savannah to complete the project.
This next phase of the restoration is expected to take approximately six months to complete. After the south
stones are secured, the parapet stone work will move counter clockwise around the Green-Meldrim Parish House and then
on to the Rectory roof line.
So that the House may remain open during the work, a protected access will be constructed; as was done with the
south parapet stone removal. Once this protected access is installed, children must be monitored at all times in and around
the Green-Meldrim construction site. For the sake of safety, it is expected that the reflecting pool garden and mall area
will be closed to pedestrians.
This first and critical phase of work on the roof and parapet is necessary to secure the integrity of the building.
Down the road, as further funding becomes available, a second and third phase of restoration is anticipated, focusing on
the ironwork and the interior.

The Eagle is only as great as its contributors, so please let the editors know if you have an idea for an article!
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St. John's Youth
by John Locke, Youth Leader
The Saint John’s Youth Fellowship has continued to explore Christian service, fun, and faith meeting together for activities
such as kickball in the park in November, and ice skating in December. The youth immensely enjoyed decorating the large
Christmas tree in the Parish House at the annual Trim-the-Tree and Caroling Party. However, service took center in maintaining the relationship with the Heritage YMCA on May Street, for the second year running, when the SJYF volunteered at
the “Santa’s Toy Shop” at the May Street YMCA on Saturday, December 19.
Middle and high school students and parents worked together to help needy families choose toys for their children
from among the hundreds donated, including a great number from Saint John’s parishioners. The freezing, gray weather did
not deter toy seekers or volunteers from showing the Christmas Spirit. According to the student volunteers, the experience
really put their ideas of Christmas and giving in perspective. One student was astonished to find that some of the shoppers
were not only grateful for the gifts for their children, but were also grateful for the heated gymnasium. Many were reluctant
to leave the gymnasium after they had finished, because they did not have running heaters at their houses. Another student
said that it was difficult adhering to the rule of only two toys per child. The people demonstrated such need and desire to
provide gifts for their family members! It was also challenging, she said, to watch as they, who were given one WalMart bag
to fill with clothes, burst holes in the plastic trying to get as many clothes for their children as possible.
Next up for the Youth are creating and delivering Valentine’s cards to our Parish Shut-ins and the annual Youth
Retreat held at New Ebenezer during Lent.

Childhood Education
by Caroline Hayes
For those that haven’t seen it, the new church school
curriculum is outstanding, and it is truly amazing to watch the
children soak up its information. This year the children are
studying the Catechism straight from the BCP (p 577). Thus
far the children have learned about the Privileges and Promises of Baptism and the Apostles’ Creed. When studying the Apostles’ Creed, week by
week, line by line, the children learned what it means and how to apply it to their lives.
Isn’t that incredible!! Often the teachers have said they had so much discussion they
didn’t get to all the activities. Now the children, not only know it by heart, but have it
written in their hearts. When they say or hear it said, it will really mean something.
The second half of the year, the children will learn the Ten Commandments,
the Lord’s Prayer, and the Sacraments. It will be studied the same way, broken down,
memorized and explained. There will also be more Art Days and Special Events to
highlight our Liturgical Year. These days have proven to be educational and memorable. So many new traditions in the making! Upcoming Events are January 31st – Art:
Showing God’s Glory Through Obedience, February 14th- Special Event for Lent,
March 14th – Art: Lenten Cross, April 4th – Easter, and April 11th – Art: New Life Out
Of Death.
I didn’t even touch on the wonderful music programs provided during the
10:30 hour or the morning assembly that begins Sunday School led by various fathers
and grandfathers. The children are learning and understanding. Their learning is being enhanced by music, art, and history. They are growing in their feeling that this is
their church and they are here for a reason. Tell your friends, tell your neighbors. St.
John’s has the best church school in town.
If you would like more information or would like to help in any way, big or
small, please contact me at cqhayes@comcast.net or 897-0343. Also, you can contact
me if you would like to receive weekly updates on the schedule and lessons via email.
Thanks again to everyone who is helping make our church school so amazing!
Pictured above: Candace Taylor with son William & Jennifer Fana with son Banks.
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Rector's Musings
by: Reverend Gavin Dunbar

Father Hollywood
by: Reverend Craig O'Brien

He is the Way.
Follow Him through the Land of Unlikeness;
You will see rare beasts, and have unique adventures.
He is the Truth.
Seek Him in the Kingdom of Anxiety;
You will come to a great city that has expected your
return for years.
He is the Life.
Love Him in the World of the Flesh;
And in your marriage all its occasions shall dance for joy.

So W.H. Auden in a poetic sequence beloved of
Fr. Ralston, echoes the Psalmist; ‘How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land?’ Three of my favorite film
depictions of following the religious life in this ‘world our
wilderness’, are the following:
Black Narcissus. Michael Powell and Emeric
Pressburger;s sumptuous, Technicolour religious romance
of five Anglican nuns struggling to found a conventual
school in a sensuous Himalayan kingdom. Starring Deborah Kerr and Sabu, and newly available in the excellent
Criterion Collection.
I Confess. Alfred Hitchcock filmed this classic
film noir on location in Quebec City, about a priest played
by Montgomery Clift who hears the confession of a murderer.
Into Great Silence. German documentarian Philip
Groning’s incredible look inside the life of the most austere monastery in the world, The Grand Chartruese in the
French Alps. This film is without score and almost entirely
in silence, and yet it still manages to rivet, enlighten and
move.

Goodbye to Father Mears:
I asked Father Curtis Mears
to join us at St. John’s in late summer of 2006 on an interim basis,
since Fr O’ Brien would not be able
to join us for several months. He
was a bit uncertain about us, and we did not know him well:
but that changed quickly. The parishioners quickly found
themselves very much at home with him, his down-to-earth
warmth and humour, and he with the parish. As a result,
we commuted his interim status into a permanent position
in the spring of 2007, as Fr O’Brien was arriving. Thus we
were able to provide the three priests which since Father
Ralston’s time we have known the church needed.
Three years later, his decision to leave was not an
easy one for him to make: but the call to be rector of Saint
Andrew’s Church in Douglas (central Georgia) was not an
opportunity to pass up. It is a consolation for our loss that
he takes with him, I do believe, something of Saint John’s.
As you know well, he is a quiet, modest person,
practical rather than bookish, American rather than Canadian, married rather than single, a welcome complement to
Fr O’ Brien and myself! To give you an insight into his
character: he would often drop into my office and ask what
he could do for me that day. Very often, I did not have
anything for him then: but it made it very easy for me to
go to him whenever I needed something done, and I knew it
would be looked after well. He will be sorely missed by our
senior high students, and along with his other responsibilities, Fr O’Brien and I will be stretched to cover his bases in
pastoral care.
All of which points to the fact that we are now beginning to look for a third priest. Finding the right person
will probably take some time – at least six months, maybe
more. You don’t just phone in an order! While the Rector
has the appointment, the endorsement of the Wardens and
Vestry, and the agreement of the Bishop to license the appointment, are also necessary. There will of course be many
...continued on page 11

Craig or Gavin? Which Priest's Favorite Place to Escape to is...
the Parish House Verandah
his bed
Last Issue: Craig: A Negroni Cocktail Curtis: Water (no ice)

Gavin: Old Weller on Ice
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To the right:
Our good looking St. John's Youth Fellowship
pictured after trimming the Christmas tree in
the Green-Meldrim House at the annual Trim
the Tree and Caroling Party.

Received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
November 15, 2009
Master Franklin Reed Dulany IV
infant son of Mr. and Mrs. F. Reed Dulany III.

United in Holy Matrimony

January 10, 2010
Miss Nita Kahrs Williams
infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. Morgan Williams.
January 17, 2010
Masters Robert Elder Howard and
William Cooledge Howard
twin infant sons of Mr. and Mrs. R. Scott Howard.

Saturday, November 21, 2009
Miss Sarah Michelle McGraw to
Mr. Matt Devin Leggett
Saturday, January 9, 2010
Miss Jamie Marie Howard to
Mr. Edward John Derst IV.

Deaths of our Loved Ones
Rest Eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

Julia Jean Shafer Mathias*
Charles Ellis Waring, Jr.
Katherine Keller Perry
Marianne Hazlehurst Raines
Alexander Robert Fawcett
William Wash Chisholm
Maxine Dodson Patterson
*members of St. John’s not buried from St. John’s
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You've Enjoyed Their Beautiful Singing, Now Meet the Choir
written by: Coren Ross
This month marks the anniversary of a very special gift to our St. John’s Choir: Betty Anne Foran!
Betty Anne and her husband, Doug, moved to Savannah in 1978, in connection with Doug’s job at
(now) International Paper. As Betty Anne tells it, she and Doug were “rooming” in the old Downtowner Motel (now a SCAD dormitory) just around the corner from St. John’s. Doug had visited a
number of churches in Savannah, and when Betty Anne arrived, he suggested they go to St. John’s
for her first Sunday in town. Upon entering the church, Betty Anne “felt like (she) had come back
home after missing … the Communion liturgy, as it was so much like the liturgy that was thrown out
of the Catholic Church during Vatican II.” Doug, too, felt right at home as his hometown Baptist
church had very strong roots and utilized a Morning Prayer service very much like our own. In fact,
there was probably just one major difference between the Foran’s home and Savannah …the weather!
Yes, the Forans are CANADIANS! Born and bred in Nova Scotia, Betty Anne finds it amusing that on any given Sunday
there are four Canadians in the chancel of St. John’s, and three of them are from Nova Scotia! Raised a Roman Catholic,
Betty Anne attended the Convent of the Sacred Heart for high school and junior college, where she sang in the general choir,
Glee Club, and a small, select choir. She became a teacher upon graduation, met and married Doug in 1970, and moved with
him to Edmundston, New Brunswick for the beginning of Doug’s corporate career as a chemical engineer. Apparently, the
Forans are “weak-kneed” Canadians --- after a mere five years of normal snowfall (25 feet) and temperatures (-65F), they
began looking for a warmer climate. As the saying goes, be careful what you wish for!
Nonetheless, that first Sunday in St. John’s led to both Doug and Betty Anne joining the choir during their second
week in town --- a decision they’ve never regretted, and one which has provided our congregation with 32+ years of their
beautiful voices.
Lest you think Betty Anne’s talents and commitments are kept only for St. John’s, we must share with you some
of what she does in her “spare” time. In addition to mothering their now-nearly-grown son, Tim, Betty Anne tutored children with learning disabilities, taught at St. Peter the Apostle, volunteered as chief baby rocker in the neonatal/nursery unit
at Candler and has just finished serving as President of the Auxiliary Board of Candler Hospital. Her ‘semi-retirement”
schedule finds her volunteering in Candler’s ER on Monday, in the Outpatient Chemo Infusion Suite at the Lewis Cancer
Center on Tuesday, in Labor and Delivery on Wednesday, and at Hospice Savannah on Friday. She gives herself Thursday
off, to rest from the rigors of our Wednesday night choir practice, no doubt --- though she is on call Thursday to Sunday
with Hospice to sit or “bridge” with any patients who are dying and are alone. “It is an honor to be with someone at that
time if they have no one else, and no one should ever die alone” says Betty Anne.
Throughout the thirty years that the Forans have called Savannah home, St. John’s and its choir have been the
focal point of their lives, and they describe the Sunday morning services and music as a joy. Betty Anne emphasizes that
in the past year, the choir has reached an incredible potential, and that she has never enjoyed the music more than now.
“It truly is a magnificent church. Our clergy are fabulous (I say without a “Canuck” prejudice), and our choir directors in
both Brian and Wesley are a constant source of positive delight. Life is always wonderful here in Savannah and the major
part of that is St. John’s. My car takes me automatically to two places: Candler and St. John’s, and I wouldn’t have it any
other way.”

Request: Please mark your names on all dishes brought to the Green-Meldrim kitchen and take them upon leaving!!!
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Farewell Father Mears- You will be missed.

Choir Cantations

Brian J Taylor
Organist/ Choirmaster

ENGLAND 2011
Anglican Heritage Tour and
The Choirs in Residence at Wells Cathedral

St. John’s Church is pleased to announce that the Girls, Boys and Parish Choirs have been
invited to be choir-in-residence at Wells Cathedral in “the smallest city in England” from July 11th through July 17th. As
they have done twice previously, the combined choir will sing daily Choral Evensong at the cathedral plus the three Sunday services.
This trip will also be combined with an Anglican Heritage Tour conducted by our Rector. Geared primarily for
members of our congregation, this tour will allow others to join the choir in visiting places of significant historic and religious interest to Anglicans. In addition, those who participate in the tour will hear the choir’s daily services.
Tentative dates for this trip are July 8 – 18. More information on the choir’s residency and the tour will be forthcoming later in the year. We hope that many will consider joining on this trip. Not only will participants provide support
for the choir but they will also enjoy a time of religious education, spiritual growth and fellowship.

If you have any youth photos, we would love to have them complete with names. Send to Cathy@twistedwarrior.com.
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2009 or 1864?
qualities on our shopping list, and not all of them will be met. (Read the
internet joke printed at the end.) At the stage where we have a candidate
to consider, he will be invited to visit the parish and to meet parishioners, so that the Rector has a range of reactions and responses on which
to base his decision.
To give a general idea, I shall be on the lookout for someone who like
Fr Mears complements Fr O’ Brien and myself, yet also shares this
parish’s commitment to the Anglican tradition of Faith and Order, Doctrine and Worship, as embodied in the 1928 Prayer Book and Ordinal.

The three Yankees pictured above are
Drew Troxler, John Riley and Joe Sinclair. The
Union Flag in the picture is one from the time
of late 1864. What was the cause for this?
On Saturday, November 7, 2009, the
Boy Scouts were on a mission to locate historic homes in Savannah allegedly occupied by
“Ghosts!” and to report their stories. Our three
church members pretended to be the spirits for
which they were searching! The Boy Scouts
were taken back in time to December 20, 1864
where these three raggedy looking Yankee soldiers appeared at the Green-Meldrim House
door. They were guarding the house occupied
by General William T. Sherman, Commanding
Union forces. The soldiers informed the scouts
that Sherman was meeting with his staff on the
second floor and sent regrets that he, “was not
prepared to meet ANY Confederates, except on
the battlefield, to receive their surrender.” Some
volunteers were taken to work the stables out
back. Mr. Charles Green did not appear either,
as he too was allegedly tending to businesss upstairs. However, the Scouts heard Period tunes
playing within the house, indicating more than
“just a meeting” was going on inside but any
more details were left to the scouts' imaginations!

The Perfect Priest
The Perfect Priest preaches exactly 10 minutes. He condemns sin
roundly, but never hurts anyone’s feelings. He works from 8 a.m. until
midnight, and is also the church janitor.
The Perfect Priest makes $40 a week, wears good clothes, drives a
good car, buys good books, and donates $30 a week to the church. He
is 29 years old and has 40 years’ worth of experience. Above all, he is
handsome.
The Perfect Priest has a burning desire to work with teenagers, and he
spends most of his time with the senior citizens. He smiles all the time
with a straight face because he has a sense of humor that keeps him
seriously dedicated to his church. He makes 15 home visits a day and
is always in his office to be handy when needed.
The Perfect Priest always has time for church meetings and all of its
committees, never missing the meeting of any church organization.
And he is always busy evangelizing the unchurched.
The Perfect Priest is always in the next town over!
If your priest does not measure up, simply send this notice to six other
churches that are tired of their priest too. Then bundle up your priest
and send him to the church at the top of your list. If everyone cooperates, in one week you will receive 1, 643 priests. One of them should
be perfect.
Have faith in this letter. One church broke the chain and got its old
priest back in less than three months.

Editors' Ramblings
Dear Parish, We want to thank Lavinia Strong for her work as co-editor of the Eagle in 2009. Martha Sullivan is now taking her place. Martha has been a member of St. Johns since 1974 and is excited to join the newsletter team! We also want
to say farewell to our wonderful Father Mears whose loving and humble demeanor will be greatly missed. We hope he and
Bonnie will stay in touch, and we wish them all the best in their new advenutre!
-Martha & Cathy
Our next Eagle deadline is May 7, 2010 so mark your calendars and contribute!
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St John's Church Family Events
Shrove Tuesday: Our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be held
Tuesday, February 16, from 5:15 to 7:15pm. The cost is $8.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children. Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving,
when the faithful confessed their sins and received forgiveness before Lent,
and when all the grease had to be used up before the start of the Lenten fast
on Ash Wednesday. Hence Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) and Shrove Tuesday
("to shrive" is to confess). Hence also the grease-absorbent pancakes.

Palm Sunday: On Saturday, March 27, from 10am to 12pm, everyone is
invited to help make the palm crosses that are passed out at church on Palm
Sunday. Bring scissors. Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week and
the Sunday before Easter. The church distributes palms to commemorate
Christ’s triumphal entrance into Jerusalem when palm branches were placed
in his path.

Easter Sunday: The traditional Easter Egg Hunt will be held during the
9:30 service on Easter Sunday, April 4th. The ritual of hunting eggs came
from the fact that eggs are a Christian symbol of rebirth.
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