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Spread the Cheer- Volunteer
Vacation Bible School will be held July 12-19th and is in need of volunteers to help make it extra special for our sweet
children. Even if you just want to come one day and help with music, art, food, etc, let us know. This year we are doing
something new- on Friday the 19th at noon we will provide lunch for volunteers who stay and clean-up. VBS is fun for all
but it also takes a lot of helping hands to put it away, so we can do it again next year. We will put on a movie for the children
as we work, so everyone please plan on staying and extra hour or two on Friday. Call Caroline Hayes 897-0343 if you are
interested. Thanks.

Coffee Hour Hostess
by: Chambliss Stevens
Coffee hour at St. John’s Church in Savannah is a lovely tradition that, I dare say, is unequalled at any church, anywhere! After attending the beautiful worship service at St. John’s, having refreshments
in the gracious setting of the Green-Meldrim house is the perfect place
to enjoy fellowship with friends and family. While most would be
happy to settle for coffee and donuts, the ladies at St. John’s regularly
delight parishioners with delicious homemade goodies. Coffee, tea,
and iced coffee punch are the norm, along with delicious sweets and
savory hors d’ oeuvres. The splendid menu changes each week with
the different hostesses and their friends. Nevertheless, it wouldn’t be
St. John’s Coffee Hour without “Shirley’s” tomato sandwiches! With
the assistance of the dedicated and experienced kitchen staff of Emily,
Zell and Jennifer, any ECW member can be a grand hostess of coffee
hour. All it takes is 5 or 6 friends willing to bring their favorite hors
d’oeuvre and pour coffee or tea for a few minutes after church. It is a
fun and simple way to give your time and effort to your church and is
greatly appreciated by all. If you are interested in hosting coffee hour
or contributing in any way, please call Chambliss Stevens at 897-8469
or 661-3953. (And to those of you who regularly volunteer and never
tell me no, I pray there is a special place in Heaven next to the tomato
sandwiches that is reserved especially for you! ) Thank you so much!

2010 Holly Days Bazzar
The Holly Days Bazaar is coming November
10th and 11th, and preparations are already underway. This is the ECW's main fundraiser of
the year and there are many opportunities for
you to volunteer. Any help is greatly appreciated! We already have a storage unit available
if you have items you would like to donate
for the Silent Auction, Treasure Room, White
Elephant or Book Sale. Please contact Leah
Brunson (231-8911) or Amy Wilson (3086471) for more information.
Please volunteer!
The Bazaar Canning Committee will start
working this June. They will need pears, figs,
peppers, apples, peaches, cranberries, pecans
and mint. Please call Jane Pressly (233-6551)
if you would like to donate.
We still need a chairman for the Nun's Nook;
the Nun's Nook sells religous items such as advent calendars, crosses, and who could forget
the "priestly" coffee mugs from last year. If
you think you might be interested, please let
Leah Brunson know.

Thanks to our volunteers
Fabulous Sunday School Teachers
Preschool: Amy Wilson and Jane Worsham
Pre-k/ K: Margaret Wylly and Trish Dufour
1st/ 2nd - Clayton Kennedy and Trish Dufour
3rd/ 4th - Susie Fawcet and Gordon Smith
5th - Jane Pressly and George Erwin
Junior high: Angela and John Locke
Senior high: Randy Brooks and Derrick Futrell
Contact the editors if you have volunteer opportunities you would like added to the Eagle or volunteers you want recognized.
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The Latest from the Episcopal Church Women
The Episcopal Church Women just enjoyed our annual picnic. This year Coren
Ross graciously hosted and the setting could not have been more beautiful as you can see
in the photo. Next year we'd love for even more women from our church to participate.
In other news the 2010-2011 budget has been completed and will be voted on in September. Our goal is to give more within our community this year.
Last month the ECW canners hosted a luncheon for the First Presbyterian young
mother's bible study group. They won this luncheon at the Holiday Bazaar Silent Auction and were treated to a delicious meal and a tour of the Green-Meldrim House. It was a great time for these women as
they honored their leader Claire Williams, the wife of the minister, and Jenell Griffith who babysits for their children. The
canners enjoyed time together and hope to fo it again next year, so look for their luncheon in the silent auction line up this
November. We are looking forward to another successul bazaar. An early thanks to Leah Brunson our 2010 Chairman and
Amy Wilson Co-Chairman. As we all know this is an enormous responsibility, so please mark your calendars for November
10th and 11th, and volunteer in any way you can. Another thanks is due to McBrier Maloney for once again chairing the
church picnic where Father Dunbar did indeed get a piece of fried chicken as well as spoonfuls of other tasty dishes brought
by our congregation.
Lastly, the ECW is continuing to recruit guides for the Green-Meldrim House. They have recently been invited
to tour the Andrew Low House in May and will return the favor and invite the Andrew Low House guides to our beautiful
Parish House. Marti Campbell and Jane Pressly are looking at providing an educational program and field trip once a year
for the guides in addition to their annual get together. Please join them! We hope to see everyone over the summer.
Foodbank Volunteers Pictured:
Joan Oakley, Jane Pressly, Martha
Sullivan, Cathy & Emiline Baxter,
Barry Crawford, Martha Sullivan,
Malcolm & Wesley Worsham, Martin Sullivan, Jr., Margie Livingston,
Jane Worsham, & Jane Pressly.
Thanks to our other weekly volunteers not shown: Chloe Fort &
Margaret Wylly.

Join the Episcopal Church Women and Second Harvest Foodbank Outreach
by: Martha Sullivan
The ECW backpack is going strong! Every week five or more volunteers meet at the Second Harvest Foodbank on President Street to pack forty bags for Garrison Elementary students. We fill the bags with breakfast cereals and milk, juice,fruit
cups, vegetables cups, and two proteins; students in need take them home to have food for the weekend. We also try to add a
little surprise for them such as a children’s book or stickers. The counselor at Garrison says the children and their parents are
so grateful. The teachers also report that the students are more focused on Monday. Hopefully, these children will do better
in school and become successful adults.
The volunteers also have fun being together! I know I look forward to being with my friends, old and new, each week.
After we finish packing, we often help sort and place cans of food on the shelves. The backpack program is spreading to
others congregations as well. Mikve Israel, Agudah Achim and Isle of Hope Methodist are presently filling backpacks for
three schools. Wesley Monumental, Wilmington Island Methodist, and Wilmington Island Presbyterian are slated to begin in
September. There are twelves schools that are in need of the program, so please spread the word to friends in other churches.
Second Harvest is a great organization to work with; they serve 3,000 students each afternoon with their Kid’s Cafe program
providing dinner and homework help, and they provide food for 300 agencies in 21 counties. Our volunteering and donations are always appreciated. Contact Martha Sullivan at 663-6221for more information.
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Apples of Gold
written by: Coren Ross
“Coren, it’s Kathryn. I know you are crazy busy these days, but call me
back. I need to tell you about a program that I think you are called to bring to St.
John’s.” My good friend, Kathryn Johnson, is a lapsed Episcopalian. She was
born, bred and married in Christ Church, but answered a call to become part of
Savannah Christian Church, where she serves as chief administrator of their numerous programs. She and her husband, Eric, have supported and participated in
a dizzying variety of outreach and inreach, so when she left this message on my
answering machine five different times during 2009, I figured I’d better call her
back and see what this was about.
Kathryn and her friend, Cissy Allen, tuned in to an age-gap between the
groups of women who were attending their rapidly-growing church. With a variety of service options, it was becoming obvious to them that while everyone felt
committed to God and to Christ, to the church, and a variety of ministry options,
there was a real lack of connectivity between the generations…especially between
the women of their age and those younger and new to coping with the demands of
family life in a crazy secular and non-secular world. Sound familiar?
I still remember my years as a young wife and mother at St. John’s. I
was working full-time, and that precious hour on Sunday morning was the only
time my busy world came to a halt. Even then, I had a hard time turning off my
mind and focusing on the beauty of the altar and the wisdom of the sermon. After
church, our family often made a mad scramble to our afternoon activities, and the
peace of the morning was soon forgotten. I didn’t get to know the women of my
own age, much less those who could have mentored me, until I dipped my big toe
into the activities of the Bazaar. Then, some wonderful women of the ECW embraced me and brought me more fully into the life of the Church.
Cissy and Kathryn did research into a program developed by Betty Huizenga, entitled “Apples of Gold”. The title for the program is taken from
Proverbs 25:11. “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting
of silver.” The primary purpose of Apples of Gold is for older women to
nurture younger women in the Word of God, the Bible, and to encourage
them to obey that Word. It is based on the principles found in Titus 2:3-5,
which teach how to enhance our spiritual and personal lives, the lives of
our families, and the lives of those around us:
“Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live,
not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good.
Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind and to
be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.”

Pictured Top to Botton: Sarah & Coren Ross
Philip & Karen Perrie
Betsy & Scott Howard
Jon Moore, Brian Culver, & Chuck Fana
Emily Baker Mello, Gennie Leigh Sumner, & Ryan Mello
Thanks to Sarah Ross for the Apples of Gold photographs.
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The nurturing process takes place over a seven-week period, on Saturday mornings, with each morning
broken into three one-hour sessions. In the first session a cooking lesson is given, showing menu planning, shopping and
preparation of a family-style meal. The second hour finds the young women engaged in a Bible study while the cooking
mentor and her helpers expand the demonstrated menu into the luncheon which is enjoyed by all during the third hour.
Nearly a decade ago, Kathryn and Cissy introduced this program to the women of their church. And this was what Kathryn wanted me to bring to St. John’s.
I accepted Kathryn’s invitation to attend one of the gatherings. Keep in mind I am about the last person on the planet
who would be present at a Bible Study. I have flunked out of BSF (Bible Study Fellowship, for the uninitiated) no fewer
than four times. It is not my thing. When Kathryn explained the premise for Apples of Gold (AOG), I was all about the
social and cooking part, but I knew I was not qualified to sit in this gathering and understand the Study – much less determine whether this aspect of the AOG program would be appropriate for our church. So, I called the first person who came
to mind – Karen Perrie. Karen was the perfect choice. While I did not know her well, our girls were in the same Sunday
School class, and she was one of those “Bible Babes”. I figured that if I could get her to come with me, we’d quickly see
whether this was a good fit for St. John’s. She and I went together; we observed, we participated politely in the study and
discussion, and we ate our fill of the tasty luncheon food. If you haven’t experienced God’s infinite sense of humor before
(some call this His grace), you may not appreciate just how odd it was that each of us found ourselves called to bring AOG
to St. John’s. Calling is something Karen was familiar with: me, not so much.
We met with Father Dunbar and explained the premise of the study, and the enormous logistical challenges. The
three of us discussed all the things that might make it unworkable for our congregation of women. Who would we find to
teach the weekly studies? We had to have six teaching mentors…and six mentoring cooks as well as support personnel
for them. Where would we find women ready to add to their already busy lives? The answers to those questions revealed
themselves to us, and you’ll find out more in the next Eagle, but until then enjoy the pictures and get a glimpse of the fun
that resulted when different generations of St. John’s women fellowshipped together.

The Men's Club Reports

Written by:
Rick Wright
Men's Club President

The Men of St Johns have been busy this spring. The annual Lenten Parish Supper is organized by the Men and was lead this year by Andrew Farrer. Our annual St Patrick’s Day Hot Dog
Sale was a successful day from both the fundraising perspective and also the fellowship perspective. Many thanks to all of the many volunteers who helped make the day successful under the
leadership of Chief Bratmaster George Erwin. These events were quickly followed by the Parish
Picnic. Sometimes it does seems that everything the Men do is surrounded by food!
As our year winds down to summer, we are anticipating the annual competition for the
Dunbar Cup on May 21st at the Savannah Harbor course. As always Charlie Williams will have
a day of laughs and fellowship surrounded by a hotly contested match. The Obrien Cup will also
be held in May at the Landings Franklin Creek Tennis facility. Plans have not been finalized but
look for the information on this shortly.
I would also like to thank the Men of the Church who have volunteered their time throughout the year, to usher on Sunday mornings and a variety of special events including Even Song
& the Trosten/Ralston Organ Concert. And a special thanks to Bob Vinyard for coordinating this
effort through-out the year.

Bible School is July 12-16 and is open to all children ages three years through rising second graders. The
hours are 9:00-Noon, and it is free although donations are welcome. Sign up soon because our popular bible
school fills quickly. Volunteers and teen helpers are welcome and greatly appreciated.
Choir Camp is offered on the same dates from 8:30-5:00 for rising third graders through rising sixth graders. The $90 fee includes lunch and snacks.
The Eagle is only as great as its contributors, so please let the editors know if you have an idea for an article!
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St. John's Youth
by John Locke, Youth Leader
This Lenten season was one of great fun and learning for the Youth Fellowship
of Saint John’s. In the midst of Lent the Youth of Saint John’s enjoyed a weekend of
fun at Ebenezer Alive Retreat Center over March 6 and 7, 2010. The focus of the retreat
was ‘A Journey Through the Desert’, a reinforcing experience of learning that related
the wanderings of the Israelites and the temptation of Christ in the wilderness. Hiking,
campfires, late-night volleyball, and a beautiful canoe trip through Ebenezer Creek and
the Savannah River highlighted the weekend that culminated with an intense session of
Scripture and discussion led by Father Dunbar. The students created triptych posters
that described their thoughts and insights into the Lenten lessons, and also made T-shirts
to commemorate the weekend.
The Youth of Saint John’s also led the second annual Stations of the Cross celebration the evening of Good Friday, April 2, 2010. The service and procession began
in Wright Square to east of the church parking lot during which students read passages
of the Gospel accounts of Christ’s Crucifixion. As last year, Stations of the Cross was
very well attended by St. John’s parishioners, and was a visible and powerful witness to
Above: Photos from the Youth Retreat the community around St. John’s of our traditional values and reverence for the Season
of Lent, Good Friday, and Eastertide.
Below: Whit Watson smiles at his lamb
The Youth of Saint John’s are always growing, and looking toward the summer
from the St John's Easter Bunny.
break from church school and youth activities there is a sense of anticipation as students
move ‘farther up and farther in’ through the guidance of St. John’s clergy through the
Emiline Baxter & Ashlyn Faulkner
seasons of the Liturgical Year.
in the midst of a successful egg hunt.

Childhood Education
by Caroline Hayes
It is very hard to believe that the 2009-2010 Church school
year is coming to a close. When looking back over the last
year, I am amazed at how much we have learned and how far
we have come. Going back to the first special event, which
was Michaelmas, those of us planning it were a nervous
wreck. To think, we were actually going to let the children process with the choir,
carrying swords and shields. What will the congregation think? Our first big lesson
of the year: pray about it, and trust God.
As the lessons, special events, and art activities began to unfold, it became very
apparent that God has a plan for our church school. Not only were the lessons teaching us all about the Catechism, the special events teaching us about our liturgical
year, and the art enhancing the beauty of what we learned, but you could feel the energy and excitement for our church. Families not only came, but they kept coming!
So many fathers and grandfathers led the morning assembly. At every event we
had, there were always enough people to help. Let us not forget the selfless Sunday
school teachers that took the time each Sunday to teach and encourage the children.
And especially, our wonderful priests who were always available to give the lesson to
the children on the special event and art days, even if it was last minute.
I must admit as the ball rolled, it seemed to grow. A time or two I even spoke
with Father Dunbar about it all being too much. He responded with something like,
it is good, it will be fine. Clearly he understood better than I that we were all part of
a bigger plan. God placed many different people in all the right places so that we
would come together and form our church school. What a great year! I can’t wait to
see what He has in store for us next year. Thanks be to God!
If you have any youth photos, we would love to have them complete with names. Send to Cathy@twistedwarrior.com.
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Father Hollywood

Rector's Musings

by: Reverend Craig O'Brien

by: Reverend Gavin Dunbar

‘High Lonesome and Weary Saints’

Musical Sorrow and Joy

‘Jeff Bridges is the weary saint
of that brigade of American actors who will never get an Oscar-or
not until the day comes when the honor falls on his casual shoulders (in which case let us hope the award itself
is called “the Dude”). Well that day has come, when one
of my all time favorite actors, Jeff Bridges, picked up this
year’s Best Actor Oscar. The Dude abides!
Back in 1998, the inimitable Coen brothers directed Bridges as “the Dude”-a kind of slacker meets Philip
Marlowe, southern California pastiche-to great comic effect. Bridges collected his well earned Academy Award
this year, for exploring the dark side of the Dude in
Crazy Heart (2009). Jeff Bridges plays Bad Blake,
a washed up, passed over, country and western singer/songwriter whose whiskey sodden tour through southwestern
bowling alleys makes the old Kris Kristofferson look like
Justin Bieber. The film is a sweet elegy to love lost and
found, hearts restored with altogether greater poignancy
for having been broken. Tragic humanism at its best. Crazy
Heart even has in a supporting role and for it’s co-producer the great Robert Duvall, who took home an Oscar in a
similar turn as Mac Sledge in Tender Mercies(1983). Like
Duvall, Bridges sings himself in the part to great effect.
The music was done by the legendary songwriter/producer
T-Bone Burnett who collected the Academy Award along
with Ryan Bingham for the title track. Available on DVD.
Be There to Love Me: A Film About Townes
Van Zandt (2004). Bad Blake is a composite of several
singer/songwriters including the late, the great Texan,
Townes Van Zandt, one of whose best songs, If you needed
me, appears on the Crazy Heart soundtrack. This wrenching documentary includes interviews with Steve Earle,
and Kristofferson, who is reduced to tears recalling this
neglected genius. Watch it, if only to be introduced to the
music. Available on DVD.
Gram Parsons: Fallen Angel (2006). Another influence on the Crazy Heart character is Waycross’s own,
Gram Parsons. Parsons was a member of the Byrds and
The Flying Burrito Brothers before launching a solo career, playing on and influencing one of the Rolling Stones’
greatest albums, Exile on Main Street(remastered and soon
to be reissued), and discovered Emmy Lou Harris, before
dying in 1973 at age 26. This documentary has great early
footage-way before the advent of music videos-and interviews, including a disquisition on ‘high lonesome’ by
Keith Richards. Available on DVD.

One of the greatest testimonies to the life-giving power of
Christianity is in the art whose creation it has inspired. The seasons
that celebrate Christ’s Passion and Resurrection are especially fruitful in the music which has been composed for
them. Most of the recordings listed below are by composers
of the 18th century Baroque, with a few reaching back to
the 16th and 17th centuries. And though Easter will be long
past when this is published, just remember this gives you a
whole year to stock up for next Lent!
Georg Philipp Telemann was a German contemporary of Handel and Bach, often admired more than either
by his contemporaries. His Brockes Passion is a kind of poetic paraphrase of the Passion narrative, now available in an
excellent recording by René Jacobs (Harmonia Mundi).
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi was a younger Italian contemporary of Handel and Bach, who died tragically
young, but not before composing his masterpiece, the operatic Stabat Mater. There are a great number of fine recent
recordings of this work, but my favourite remains a rather
old-school recording by Teresa Berganza (Maria Callas’
great rival) and Mirella Freni. It will knock your socks off.
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina set the texts of
Lamentations appointed for Tenebrae in Holy Week to exquisite choral polyphony he had perfected in the late 16th
century. An excellent selection of these is available on three
CDs by Musica Contexta, called Music for Maundy Thursday, Music for Good Friday, and Music for Holy Saturday
(Chandos Early Music). Just released this spring is a splendid recording of the same texts by Palestrina’s younger
Spanish contemporary, Tomas Luis de Victoria performed
by the renowned Tallis Scholars (Lamentations of Jeremiah
on Gimell).
A cantata of the Virgin Mary at the tomb of Christ,
Il pianto di Maria (The Virgin’s Lament), long attributed
to Handel, has now been identified as the work of Giovanni Battista Ferrandini, of the generation after Handel. It is
still a ravishing piece of music, recently recorded by the
wonderfully named Bernarda Fink with the superb Italian
early music ensemble Il Giardino Armonico, conducted by
Giovanni Antonini (Decca). It is very effectively set within
a suite of other laments (instrumental and vocal) centered
on the Pianto della Madonna of the seminal Claudio Monteverdi.
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Introduction to Centering Prayer
by: Arianne Philipp
A small group meets every Thursday morning from 9-9:30 AM in the chapel to do Centering Prayer. For those
wondering how Centering Prayer differs from our more habitual way of praying, it is not meant to replace other kinds of
prayer, but rather as a deepening of our relationship with God and a way of moving beyond conversation with Christ to
communion with Him.
The source of Centering Prayer is the indwelling Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is basically two things
at the same time: the deepening of our personal relationship with Christ and a method of freeing ourselves from attachments that prevent the development of this relationship and the unfolding of the theological virtues of faith,hope and love.
In short, it reduces the obstacles in us, so that we can be sensitive to the delicate inspirations of the Holy Spirit that lead
to divine union. The book recommended to those who wish to learn more about Centering Prayer is “Open Mind, Open
Heart” by Father Thomas Keating.
Feel free to join this group Thursday mornings or call Deborah Helmken at 912-656-8913 for further information.

Received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
February 7, 2010
Miss Stella Grace Futrell
February 13, 2010
Miss Cailynn Lee Chapman
February 14, 2010
Master Wyatt Harte Jarman
February 23, 2010
Master Edward Webster Lee
February 27, 2010
Miss Lola Marie Flanders
March 13, 2010
Master John Carlyle Herbert Hooff IV

United in Holy Matrimony
January 23, 2010
Miss Christina Lauren McNeal to
Mr. Jonathan Stuart Knight
April 17, 2010
Miss Charlotte Anne Perkins to
Mr. William Hampton Caudill
April 23, 2010
Miss Regina Taylor Beatie to
Mr. Richard Dean Lee
May 1, 2010
Miss Olivia Blake Olmstead
to Mr. Peter Evangelos Mavrogeorgis

Deaths of our Loved Ones
Rest Eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen
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Lillian Ann Davidson Smith

George Paul Reeves, Bishop

Florence Kerves Nesbit

Wendell Keith Graves

Barbara Celia West Bell

Sidney Thomas Nutting, Jr.

I'm a Little Teacup
written by: Patti Cooper
PHOTO OF TEACUPS
Are you a teacup with matching saucer that feels
no sense of purpose in your current home? Were you
once part of a place setting that has since been broken?
Do you wish you could be part of an elegant event each
week? You are in luck!
In an effort to make the dining tables even more beautiful for our Sunday Coffee Hour and in keeping with the
elegance of the furnishings in the Green-Meldrim House, the ECW would like to see coffee and tea served in different patterns of fine china cups and saucers. We are specifically looking for donations of odd cups/saucers that match each other but
may no longer match the china you are using in your homes. These cups and saucers should be donated keeping in mind
that they will be used at coffee hour, luncheons, teas, etc. in the Parish House and therefore will acquire some chipping and
general usage damage and should not be anything considered to be “on loan.” We are in the process of trying to replace the
Johnson Brothers white, chipped, scratched, scarred, stained and otherwise generally "yuck" set with a complete new set of
plain white fine china cups and saucers. Even after the purchase of a new complete set happens, we still need your delicate
treasures to make the table more beautiful for all of us to enjoy. It is a special treat to be handed a cup of coffee or tea in a
rather elegant cup with matching saucer in today’s too casual world, and it also is a lot of fun to see your very own cup and
saucer on the table for someone else to enjoy. We do want quality over quantity- no mugs and no heavy “muggish-feel”
pottery, please and thank you. If you do have such things ready to live in a new home or if you want more information,
please call Patti Cooper at 912-897-4977 or simply bring them by the Parish House one day when Emily is there. The next
time you are at Coffee Hour, be sure to spend an extra moment to appreciate each piece and imagine story it holds.

Stewardship Nugget
Investments That Count

In Luke, Chapter 16, Jesus talks about a rich man who refuses to
help a poor, sick man who lies outside the door of his house begging for
food. Then, the rich man wakes up in hell for misusing the wealth God had
given him.
Commenting on that parable, John Killinger says, “His mistake,
you see, was in not making his money work for him. A lot of it was lying
around without doing any good, when it could have been taking care of the
poor beggar at the gate. “The Gospel draws a vivid contrast between this
foolish man and one wise woman, who appears in chapter 21. Jesus is at
the Temple and sees a poor woman, her gnarled hands clutching two tiny
copper coins, come and drop both of them into the treasury. ‘Truly I tell
you,’ Jesus said, ‘this poor widow has put in more than anybody, for it was
all she had’ (see 21:1-4). “Talk about making your money work for you!
Only two copper coins and they earned her a place in history. Here she was
with her pittance, and she made it work for here as if it were millions of
dollars.
“It isn’t how much you have in life, it’s what you do with it that
counts. Everything we have is a trust from God. And the important thing is
to learn to use it wisely by sharing it and taking care of God’s world. When
we do this, we are making an investment in our own souls.

Pictured: Jack Moore (top) & Mary Porcher Warner (bottom)
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You've Enjoyed Their Beautiful Singing, Now Meet the Choir
written by: Coren Ross
A quiet and humble young man slips on his choir vestments, picks up his music with reverence,
and joins us in the third-floor choir room for Sunday morning rehearsal. His eyes twinkle slightly at the
opening humor offered by the choirmaster, but his attention is on the music; for it is the music which
opens his soul and inspires him to share his gift with us. He is not a tall man, but he is possessed of an
enormous talent, and the rest of the choir relaxes when we see him among us. His name is Matthew
Jones, and in him, God has lent us a tenor whose expressive voice and intuitive musicality amazes and
comforts us, and reminds us that there are, indeed, angels among us.
Matthew came to St. John’s in 2001, as one of our choral scholars. From a large family, he became
a member of our choir family as well, as his warm personality immediately endeared him to us. During
these nearly ten years of service to St. John’s, Matthew held down any number of part-time jobs while
attending Armstrong Atlantic State University, which awarded him a BA in Music-Voice Performance in 2008. Since then,
he has begun studies at Georgia Southern, and will receive his Masters of Music next spring.
In addition to singing with our choir, and performing a number of solo performances (some intentional, some occasioned by the fact that no other tenors were present on that Sunday!), Matthew has also shared his sensitive and oft-times
clever interpretations of many classical pieces with the Savannah community at large; his performances are too many to
note here. Most recently though members of our choir and congregation were present to cheer him on during the recent
American Traditions Competition of the Savannah Music Festival, in which Matthew was a quarter-finalist. His repertoire
was a complete departure from the classical and religious pieces with which we had previously identified him, and we loved
every minute of his performance. Frankly, we all think he was robbed!!!
The choral scholar program often brings us talented young people, who slip in and out of our performances and our
lives without our having a sense of their calling to sacred music and to the underlying message contained within. Matthew’s
strong family faith pervades his every musical move, and he is well-named to inspire us all to make the most of the gifts
which each of us are given by our God. He has recently been chosen to participate in Charleston's Piccolo Spoleto Festival
on June 6th, so if you are ready for a day trip, go show your support as he sings highlights from Porgy and Bess.

Choir Cantations: A Sower of Seeds
In 1996 I had the opportunity to observe the rehearsal of the boy choristers from the
Salisbury Cathedral Choir. At the end of the rehearsal the director gave people in my group the
opportunity to ask the boys any questions about their experience being in the cathedral choir. I
Brian J Taylor
asked the boys to raise their hands in response to three questions.
Organist/ Choirmaster
First, I asked how many of them were thinking of become professional musicians. Of the
20 boys present, eight raised their hands. Second, I asked how many were thinking of becoming
an organist-choirmaster, perhaps in a cathedral or other great church. Four boys raised their hands. Third, I asked if any of
them were thinking of pursuing the priesthood. Although none actually raised their hands, one boy came up to me privately as they were leaving and told me he was considering it.
Recognizing that these boys were ages 8 to 13, their answers were obviously preliminary, yet there is that possibility that some of them will become musicians or priests. In my own boys and girls choirs here at St. John’s, I sometimes
look around and wonder what some of them will do. Will this boy become a professional pianist? Will that girl pursue
singing as a career? Will that boy in the back perceive a calling to the priesthood? My hope is that the choir experience of
these children and youth will awaken an interest in a musical or ecclesiastical vocation for those who are called.
Most importantly, however, my hope is that the choir will nurture in these students an appreciation of the worship of God
as practiced in the Anglican tradition and help them grow into mature and faithful Christians.
Thanks to all who helped make the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper a success, especially cooks David Derst and Derrick
Futrell with the guidance of Neil Victor, and members of the Men’s Club who facilitated the clean-up shores. The Boys and
Girls Choirs raised over $600 towards their England trip in 2011. Thanks also to all who attended and supported the young
choristers on that cold February night.
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Frederic Champion Organ Concert a Success
”What an enjoyable evening for our church and community. The music was magnificent. The food for the reception was so elegantly presented. Fun and fellowship for all.”
-Debbie Carson
"I enjoyed listening as Frederic Champion explored the range of our magnificent organ.
It was a most impressive performance." -Barry Crawford
"How fortunate we are at St. John's to have a young man of this caliber to present such
Above: Ann Sheils & Debbie Carson an outstanding concert for our church. The Green-Meldrim house benefitted but so did
enjoy good company, wine, and hors all the attendees." -Eddie Culver
d'oeuvres after the concert.
Below: Sonny & Dale Thorpe, Harry
Lattimore & Gail Fawcett; Myrtice
Lewis & Hester Brooks

"It was a wonderful evening . Frederic Champion had the organ speaking for him; we
had a lovely time." -Dale Thorpe

Editors' Ramblings
Our next Eagle deadline is August 6, 2010 so mark your calendars and contribute!
Dear Parish,
We hope everyone has a wonderful summer and will continue to come to church during the warm months.
Inspired by a suggestion from Debbie Helmken, in the next Eagle we want to feature our members who are artists. If you
want to be included or know someone who is a member of St. John's and would be a perfect candidate, let us know before
July 1st. We want a short blurb on each artist complete with their picture and a photo of their artwork. We hope we'll discover lots of talent in our congregation. Thanks for sharing!
-Martha & Cathy

Craig or Gavin? Which priest might you find listening to this in his car:
Townes Van Zandt
Something adrenalin raising and loud such as Funkin' for Jamaica or Symphonie fantastique
Last Issue: Craig: his bed

Gavin: the Parish House Verandah
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Cathy Crawford Baxter
18 Hopecrest Avenue
Savannah, Georgia 31406
Cathy@TwistedWarrior.com

Martha Sullivan
75 Hutchins Lane
Savannah, Georgia 31410
MSullivan73@comcast.net

Third Annual Sculpture Show Benefitting the Green-Meldrim Restoration
Join us for the
Third Annual Sculpture in Savannah Show
Monday, May 17, 2010
5pm-8pm
Green-Meldrim House, St. John’s Church
1 West Macon Street
A portion of the proceeds will go towards the restoration of the Green-Meldrim House
Enjoy appetizers, wine and sculpture.
On May 17th, St. John’s Church will be hosting the Third Annual Sculpture in Savannah Show. Susie and Billy
Chisholm came up with the idea for the show three years ago in an effort to promote sculpture and to educate Savannah
about the merits of fine art sculpture. The show includes 12 of the most talented sculptors from around the country. The artists’ styles range from abstract to realism and from figurative to wild life. There is bronze,fired clay, stone and wood. There
should be something for everyone with prices starting at $250. The artists donate 15% of the proceeds from the show toward
the restoration project at the Green Meldrim House. The show is free to the public so please bring a friend and join us for
wine, appetizers and art!
The Sculptors: Mary Adams of Savannah; Susie Chisholm of Savannah; BJ Coughlin of Atlanta, Georgia; Darrell Davis of
Arlington, Texas; Mick Doellinger of Fort Worth, Texas & Australia; Martin Gates of Micanopy, Florida; Leslie Hutto of
Aiken, South Carolina; Nnamdi Okonkwo of Atlanta,Georgia; Wayne Salge of Johnstown, Colorado
Stefan Savides of Klamath Falls, Oregon; Dicky Stone of Savannah; Garland Weeks of Lubbock, Texas
Pictured
on 12
Cover: St John's sweet children enjoying an Easter Egg hunt in Madison Square.
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