
Lesson 1 - Ten Ways to be perfect 
Moses and the Ten Commandments, from Exodus 16 - 17, 19 - 40 
The Jesus Storybook Bible - pgs.100-107 

 
Lesson 

 The Ten Commandments begin with two commandments against 
idolatry. Then come commandments 3 – 10. Why this order? It is because the 
fundamental problem in law breaking is always idolatry. In other words, we 

never break commandments 3 – 10 without first breaking 1 and 2.  
  
 We will either worship God or other things. We cannot eliminate God 

without creating God substitutes. Something will capture our hearts and 
imaginations and be the most important thing to us — our ultimate concern, 

value, and allegiance. So every personality, community, and thought form will 
be based on either God himself or on some God substitute, an idol.  
  

 This means that idolatry is ultimately the reason for all wrongdoing. Why 
do we ever lie or steal or covet? Of course, the general answer is “because we 
are weak and sinful,” but the specific answer is always because there is 

something besides Jesus Christ that we feel we must have to be happy, 
something that is more important to our hearts than God, something that is 

enslaving our hearts through inordinate desires. All our failures to trust God 
wholly or to live rightly are rooted in idolatry — something we make more 
important than God.  

 
 We would not lie, commit adultery, steal, and so on unless we were first 

making some other thing, or things, more of an ultimate hope and value to us 
than God. We would not steal if God was our real wealth. We would not commit 
adultery if God was our real beauty. We would not lie unless there was 

something we needed to have — honor or power or approval or control — more 
than God.  
 

 Though we may intellectually accept the gospel of salvation by Christ and 
through grace, our hearts are functionally looking to something else as our 

hope and justification at the moment we sin. Thus, beneath any particular sin 
is this sin of rejecting Christ-salvation and indulging in self-salvation.  
 

 Therefore, in sin we are always forgetting what God has done for us and 
instead are being moved by some idol. That is precisely what happened to the 

Israelites in the desert.  
 
 Note also that God first rescues the people from Egypt, and then he gives 

them the Ten Commandments. Keeping the Ten Commandments is not what 
saved them; God had already done that. God did not first give the Law and 
then deliver the people — first he delivered his people, and then he gave them 



the Law. Thus we are not saved by the Law, but saved for the Law. The Law is 
how we regulate our love relationship with God, not the way we merit the 

relationship. We are saved by faith in Christ alone. 
 

Memory Verse 
Exodus 20:3 
"You shall have no other gods before me." 

 

***Lesson taken from The Jesus Storybook Bible Curriculum, written by Sally 

Lloyd-Jones and Sam Shammas.   

 

If you do not have a copy of The Jesus Storybook Bible, we will have them for 

purchase in Cranmer Hall for $10.  


