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EVENING PRAYER 
 

 

OPENING VERSICLES & RESPONSES  
 
O Lord, open thou our lips.  

Answer. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  
 
    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
    Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
    Praise ye the Lord. 
    Answer. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 
PRAISE OF GOD’S GLORY.  
 
Psalm 72. Deus, judicium.  [BCP p. 426] 
 
GIVE the King thy judgments, O God,  

* and thy righteousness unto the King's son. 
 
2 Then shall he judge thy people according unto right,  

* and defend the poor. 
 
3 The mountains also shall bring peace,  

* and the little hills righteousness unto the people. 
     
4 He shall keep the simple folk by their right,  

* defend the children of the poor, and punish the wrong doer. 
     
5 They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth,  

* from one generation to another.  
 
6 He shall come down like the rain upon the mown grass,  

* even as the drops that water the earth. 
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7 In his time shall the righteous flourish;  

* yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth.  
 
8 His dominion shall be also from the one sea to the other,  

* and from the River unto the world's end. 
     
9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall kneel before him;  

* his enemies shall lick the dust.  
 
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall give presents;  

* the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. 
     
11 All kings shall fall down before him;  

* all nations shall do him service. 
 

12 For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth;  
* the needy also, and him that hath no helper. 
     

13 He shall be favourable to the simple and needy,  
* and shall preserve the souls of the poor. 

     
14 He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong;  

* and dear shall their blood be in his sight.  
 
15 He shall live, and unto him shall be given of the gold of Arabia;  

* prayer shall be made ever unto him,  
and daily shall he be praised.  

 
16 There shall be an heap of corn in the earth, high upon the hills ;  

the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon:  
* and they of the city shall flourish like grass upon the earth. 

     
17 His Name shall endure for ever;  

his Name shall remain under the sun among the posterities, 
which shall be blessed in him;  

* and all the nations shall praise him. 
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18 Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel,  

* which only doeth wondrous things; 
     
19 And blessed be the Name of his majesty for ever:  

* and all the earth shall be filled with his majesty.  
Amen, Amen. 

 
LORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * 
  world without end. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 61:  Christ’s mission to preach the gospel and 
the joy of the faithful foreshown.   
 
In those days: spake the prophet Isaiah:  
 
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me;  

because the LORD hath anointed me  
to preach good tidings unto the meek;  

he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  
to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,  
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all that mourn; 

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion,  
to give unto them beauty for ashes,  

the oil of joy for mourning,  
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;  

that they might be called trees of righteousness,  
the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. 

4 And they shall build the old wastes,  
they shall raise up the former desolations,  

and they shall repair the waste cities,  
the desolations of many generations. 

 

G 
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5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,  
and the sons of the alien  
shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers. 

6 But ye shall be named the Priests of the LORD:  
men shall call you the Ministers of our God:  

ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles,  
and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. 

7 For your shame ye shall have double;  
and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion:  

therefore in their land they shall possess the double:  
everlasting joy shall be unto them. 

 

8 For I the LORD love judgment,  
I hate robbery for burnt offering;  

and I will direct their work in truth,  
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

9 And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles,  
and their offspring among the people:  

all that see them shall acknowledge them,  
that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed. 

 

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,  
my soul shall be joyful in my God;  

for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation,  
he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments,  
and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 

11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud,  
and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it  

to spring forth;  
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise  

to spring forth before all the nations. 
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Canticle:  Magnificat. St. Luke i. 46. 
 
MY soul doth magnify the Lord,  

* and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
     
For he hath regarded  

* the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
     
For behold, from henceforth  

* all generations shall call me blessed. 
     
For he that is mighty hath magnified me;  

* and holy is his Name. 
     
And his mercy is on them that fear him  

* throughout all generations. 
     
He hath showed strength with his arm;  

* he hath scattered the proud  
in the imagination of their hearts. 

     
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

* and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
     
He hath filled the hungry with good things;  

* and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
     
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  

* as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
 

LORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * 
  world without end. Amen.  
 
 

G 
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The Second lesson: St. John 2:1-11 Christ’s glory manifested at the 
wedding in Cana.  
 
At that time:  there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother 
of Jesus was there: 2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 
marriage. 3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to 
do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto the 
servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6 And there were set 
there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the 
Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, 
Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of 
the feast. And they bare it. 9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the 
water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the 
servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called 
the bridegroom, 10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth 
set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is 
worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 11 This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; 
and his disciples believed on him. 
 
Canticle:  Nunc dimittis. St. Luke ii. 29. 
 

O  RD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
* according to thy word. 

    For mine eyes have seen  
* thy salvation, 

    Which thou hast prepared  
* before the face of all people; 

    To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
* and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 
LORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  

world without end. Amen. 
 

L 
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PRAYERS FOR GOD’S GRACE.  
 
 

Minister. The Lord be with you. 
Answer.  And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 
We beseech thee, O Lord, to enlighten thy people, and always set their 
hearts on fire with the brightness of thy glory; that they may both 
unceasingly acknowledge their Savior, and truly apprehend their Lord, 
who with thee and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Peace. 
 
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 
cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and 
also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Aid against Perils. 

 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of 
thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE ANTE-COMMUNION 
 
 
Minister. The Lord be with you.  
Answer.  And with the spirit.  
Minister. Let us pray.   
 
OPENING PRAYERS  
said by the priest alone 
 
OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
 
ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PREPARING IN PENITENCE. 

 
Priest. Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith. 

THOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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¶ Here shall be said, 

  
  
Answer. 
Minister. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

 
The Collect. 
 

 GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten 
Son to the Gentiles; Mercifully grant that we, who know thee now 

by faith, may after this life have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead; 
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The Epistle:   Ephesians 3:1-12 
 
Clerk: The Epistle is written in the 3rd chapter of the Epistle of Saint Paul 
the Apostle to the Ephesians,  beginning at the 1st verse: 
 

RETHREN: For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for 
you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of 

God, which is given me to you-ward: how that by revelation he made 
known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ) which in other ages was not made known unto tire sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
that tire Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and 
partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: whereof I was made a 
minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the 
effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least of 
all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ,; and to make all men see what is time 
fellowship of the mystery, which from tire beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: to the intent 
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the 

O 
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eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: in whom 
we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 

 
The Gospel:  St. Matthew 2:1-12 

Priest.  The Holy  Gospel according to St. Matthew, in the 2nd 
chapter, beginning at the 1st  verse.  

 
Answer:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

T that time:  when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa, in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east 

to Jerusalem. saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When 
Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. And when lie had gathered all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 
should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for 
thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he 
had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and 
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. When they 
had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young 
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child 
with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: [here all 
may kneel or genuflect and keep silence a brief space] and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 
 
Answer: Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 

A 
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The Nicene Creed said by all 
 

BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And of all things visible and invisible: 

    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God; Begotten of 
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 
God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; By 
whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary, And was made man: And was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried: And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures: And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father: And he shall come again, with glory, to judge 
both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the Prophets: And I 
believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church: I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins: And I look for the Resurrection  of the dead: And 
the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Address  
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  St. Matt. v. 16. 
 
The Biddings and The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 
Minister. Of your charity I bid your prayers for the repose of the souls of 
the faithful departed:  
Rest  eternal grant unto them, O Lord;  
Answer. and let light perpetual shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 

I 
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The Prayer for Christ’s Church. 

¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church. 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us 
to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men; We 

humbly beseech thee most mercifully to accept our alms and oblations, and 
to receive these our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And grant that all those who do confess 
thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity 
and godly love. 
 
    We beseech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian 
Rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer justice, to the 
punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true 
religion, and virtue. 
 
    Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
 
    And to all thy People give thy heavenly grace; and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they 
may hear, and receive thy holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 
 
    And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort 
and succour all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
    And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life 
in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in 
thy love and service, and to give us grace so to follow their good examples, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, 
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
 

A 
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The Preparation for Communion 

¶ Then shall the Priest say to those who come to receive the Holy Communion, 

YE who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love 
and charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; 
Draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and 
make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

¶ Then shall this General Confession be made, by the Priest and all those who are minded to receive 
the Holy Communion, humbly kneeling. 

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, 
Judge of all men; We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, Which we, from time to time, most grievously have 
committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty, 
Provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do 
earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; The 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is 
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is 
past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In 
newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

¶ Then shall the Priest (the Bishop if he be present) stand up, and turning to the People, say, 

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and 
true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring 
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

    Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who 
truly turn to him. 
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COME unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh 
you.  St. Matt. xi. 28. 
    So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end 
that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  St. 
John iii. 16. 
    Hear also what Saint Paul saith. 
    This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, That Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  1 Tim. i. 15. 
    Hear also what Saint John saith. 
    If any man sin, we have an Advocate  with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the Propitiation for our sins.  1 St. John ii. 1, 2. 

¶ After which the Priest shall proceed, saying, 

   The Lord be with you 
 Answer.  And with thy spirit.  

  

 Priest. 
Answer. 
Priest. 
Answer. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 

 
¶ Then shall the Priest turn to the Holy Table, and say, 

IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who, in substance of our 
mortal flesh, manifested forth his glory; that he might bring us out of 
darkness into his own glorious light. 

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, 
and saying, 
 

    HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, Lord God of, hosts, Heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory: Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Amen. 
Priest. Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  
Answer. Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Prayer of Consecration 
 
¶ When the Priest, standing before the Table, hath so ordered the Bread and Wine, that he may with 

the more readiness and decency break the Bread before the People, and take the Cup into his hands, 
he shall say the Prayer of Consecration, as followeth. 

ALL glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, 
of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there (by his one oblation of 
himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory 
of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming 
again: For in the night in which he was betrayed, (a) he 
took Bread; and when he had given thanks, (b) he brake it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, (c) this is my 
Body, which is given for you; Do this in remembrance of 
me. Likewise, after supper, (d) he took the Cup; and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye 
all of this; for (e) this is my Blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins; Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me. 

WHEREFORE O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution 
of thy dearly beloved Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, we, thy humble 
servants, do celebrate and make here before thy Divine Majesty, with 
these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son 
hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion 
and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits 
procured unto us by the same. 

AND we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear 
us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; 
that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s 
holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
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AND we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to 
grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through 
faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of 
our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and 
present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, 
that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, 
may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one 
body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. And although we 
are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice; 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service; not 
weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
 And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou 
art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
Body, and our souls washed through his most precious Blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
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 Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.  
 
The Communion  
 
THE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy 
body and soul unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that 
Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
 
The Prayers after Communion 
 
We have seen his star in the east, and are come with gifts to worship 
the Lord.  St. Matthew 2.  
 
¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee, for that 
thou dost vouchsafe to feed us who have duly received these holy mysteries 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and 
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, which is the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom, by the 
merits of his most precious death and passion. And we humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may 
continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

 

 

O 
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The Angelic Hymn 

¶ Then shall be said Gloria in excelsis, all standing. 

GLORY be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty. 
    O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
    For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with 
the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Blessing 

¶ Then, the people kneeling, the Priest (the Bishop if he be present) shall let them depart with this 
Blessing. 

THE Peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord: And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen 

The Last Gospel:  St. John 1:1-14 

Priest.  The beginning of the Holy Gospel  according to St. John. 
 
Answer:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

N the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things 

were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 
believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
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Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to be come the Sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
[all genuflect or kneel here for a short space] (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 
Answer: Thanks be to thee, O Christ.  

 

 


