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The Order for 

the Administration of the Ante-Communion 

and an Act of Spiritual Communion 

On  
Easter Sunday 

April 12th, 2020 at 11 a.m. 

 
Where it is desired to have a very short and simple service (as when children are 
taking part), it shall suffice to say the Collect, the Epistle, and Gospel, for Easter  
Sunday,  together with the Nicene Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer.   

The Ante-Communion is followed by an Act of Spiritual Communion, adapted from the 
1951 Armed Forces Prayer Book.  The rubric in the Communion of the Sick, p. 323 in 
the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, is also pertinent:  

¶ But if a man, either by reason of extremity of sickness, or for want of 
warning in due time to the Minister, or by any other just impediment, do not 
receive the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood, the Minister shall instruct 
him, that if he do truly repent him of his sins, and stedfastly believe that Jesus 
Christ hath suffered death upon the Cross for him, and shed his Blood for his 
redemption, earnestly remembering the benefits he hath thereby, and giving 
him hearty thanks therefor, he doth eat and drink the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour Christ profitably to his soul's health, although he do not receive the 
Sacrament with his mouth. 
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The Opening Voluntaries: 

Easter Festival Prelude - Herbert Grieb 
(Fortunatus - Welcome Happy Morning) 
 
Meditation on ‘Duke Street’ - John Hatton, arr. John Behnke 
(Jesus Shall Reign) 
 
Jesus Christ is Risen Today, from Lyra Davidica, arr. Robert A. Hobby 
(Easter Hymn) 
 
Pange Lingua, Mode III- arr.  Philip G. Kreckel 

 
THE ANTE-COMMUNION 

 
OPENING PRAYERS  
said by the priest alone 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity  
 

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PREPARING IN PENITENCE. 

 
Priest. Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith. 

THOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
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Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

¶ Here shall be said, 

  
  
Answer. 
Minister. 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

 
 
The Collect. 
 

 GOD, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begotten Son to 
the death of the Cross, and by his glorious resurrection hast delivered 

us from the power of our enemy; Grant us so to die daily from sin, that we 
may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through the 
same Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD  
 
The Epistle. 1 Corinthians 5:6 
 

RETHREN: Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 

as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 
 
The Gospel:  St. Mark 16:1 
 

Priest.  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, in the 16th chapter, 
beginning at the 1st verse.  

 
Answer:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  
 

T that time: when  the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they 
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might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of 
the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they 
said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of 
the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled 
away: for it was very great. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw, a 
young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment and 
they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold 
the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter 
that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said 
unto you. And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they 
trembled and were amazed: neither said they anything to any man; for 
they were afraid. 
 
Answer: Praise be to thee, O Christ.  
 
The Nicene Creed said by all 
 

BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And of all things visible and invisible: 

    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God; Begotten of 
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 
God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; By 
whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary, And was made man: And was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried: And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures: And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father: And he shall come again, with glory, to judge 
both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the Prophets: And I 
believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church: I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins: And I look for the Resurrection  of the dead: And 
the Life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Address – The Rector 
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THE OFFERTORY 
 
 Ye shall not appear before the LORD empty; every man shall give as he is 
able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given 
thee.  Deut. xvi. 16, 17 
 
The Biddings 
 
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 
Minister. I bid your prayers for the repose of the souls of the faithful 
departed:  
Rest  eternal grant unto them, O Lord;  
Answer. and let light perpetual shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace.  Amen.  
 
The Prayer for Christ’s Church. 

¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church. 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us 
to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men; We 

humbly beseech thee most mercifully to accept our [alms and] oblations, 
and to receive these our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And grant that all those who do confess 
thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity 
and godly love. 
    We beseech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian 
Rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer justice, to the 
punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true 
religion, and virtue. 
    Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
    And to all thy People give thy heavenly grace; and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they 
may hear, and receive thy holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 
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    And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort 
and succour all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
    And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life 
in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in 
thy love and service, and to give us grace so to follow their good examples, 
that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, 
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

YE who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love 
and charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; 
Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, 
devoutly kneeling. 

¶ Then shall this General Confession be made, by the Priest and all those who are 
minded to receive the Holy Communion, humbly kneeling. 

    ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, 
Judge of all men; We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, Which we, from time to time, most grievously have 
committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against Thy Divine Majesty, 
Provoking most justly Thy wrath and indignation against us. We do 
earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings: The 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is 
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; For Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, Forgive us all that is 
past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please Thee In 
newness of life, To the honour and glory of Thy Name; Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

¶ Then shall the Priest (the Bishop if he be present) stand up, and turning to the People, say, 

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and 
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true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring 
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

¶ Then shall the Priest say, 

    Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who 
truly turn to him. 

COME unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh 
you.  St. Matt. xi. 28. 
    So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end 
that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  St. 
John iii. 16. 

    Hear also what Saint Paul saith. 
    This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, That Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  1 Tim. i. 15. 

    Hear also what Saint John saith. 
    If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the Propitiation for our sins.  1 St. John ii. 1, 2. 

¶ After which the Priest shall proceed, saying, 

                              The Lord be with you. 
Answer And with thy spirit.  

  
 Priest.  
Answer. 
Priest. 
Answer. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 

¶ Then shall the Priest turn to the Holy Table, and say, 

T is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 

Everlasting God: but chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glorious 
Resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord: for he is the very Paschal 
Lamb, which was offered for us, and hath taken away the sin of the world; 
who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his rising to life again hath 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and 
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with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy glorious Name; 
evermore praising Thee, and saying, 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of Thy 
glory: Glory be to Thee, O Lord Most High. Amen. 
 

 LORD and heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our 

redemption; we thy humble servants earnestly desire thy fatherly 
goodness, mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his 
passion. And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; 
humbly beseeching thee, that we who desire to be partakers of thy holy 
Communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, 
and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. And 
although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 
any sacrifice; yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 
service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
 Then also may be said by the faithful:  
 

 N union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of Thy Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to offer Thee praise and 
thanksgiving. I present to Thee my soul and body with the earnest wish 

that may always be united to Thee. And since I cannot now receive Thee 
sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 
myself to Thee, and embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul. Let 
nothing ever separate Thee from me. May I live and die in Thy love. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
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daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

All stand and say: 
 
The EASTER ANTHEMS (said by all) 
 

HRIST our Passover is sacrificed for us : therefore let us keep the 
feast, 

    Not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness : 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 1 Cor. v. 7. 

HRIST being raised from the dead dieth no more : death hath no more 
dominion over him. 

    For in that he died, he died unto sin once : but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God. 
    Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin : but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. vi. 9. 

HRIST is risen from the dead : and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept. 

    For since by man came death : by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. 
    For as in Adam all die : even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
1 Cor. xv. 20. 

LORY be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the holy Ghost; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without 

end. Amen. 
 
Closing Prayers 
 

LMIGHTY God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; 

We humbly beseech thee that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou 
dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may 
bring the same to good effect; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
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Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
And the Blessing, or if there be no priest to pronounce the blessing, then:   
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, be with us all ever more.  Amen.  
 
The Closing Voluntary: 

Jesus, Shall Reign -  arr. Gerhard Krapf 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


