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Live this Sunday from St. John’s 
10 a.m. – Adult Sunday School: St Luke’s Gospel 

Will meet via Zoom with Fr. Dunbar. 
Email mnelson@stjohnssav.org for connection information. 

 

10 a.m. – Youth Sunday School 
Will meet via Zoom with David Svihel.  

Email dsvihel@stjohnssav.org for connection information. 
 

10 a.m. – Children's Sunday School 
A short video lesson will be posted to St. John’s Children’s Facebook  

group at www.Facebook.com/groups/StJohnsSavChildren. 
 

11 a.m. – Ante-Communion  
Live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook page at 

www.Facebook.com/StJohnsSav and available after 1 p.m. on YouTube.com. 
 

Have your Prayer Book ready.  
Additional resources will be in Friday’s email. 

 
Ante-Communion begins on page 67 

of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP). 
 

Collect of the Day (BCP, page 179, 177) 
The Lesson: Isaiah 56:1-8 None forsaken of the Lord.  

The Epistle: 1 St. Peter 4:7-11  (BCP, page 179) 
The Holy Gospel: St. John 15:26-16:4 (BCP, pages 179-180) 

 

Voluntaries: 
Nun freut euch, lieben Christ’n gemein, Ann Amalia, Ed. Calvert Johnson 

Trumpet Postlude on Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor,  
Franklin D. Ashdown (tune Bryn Calfaria) 

 

Hymns: 
#102 Hail Thee, Festival Day (Salve Festa Dies) 
#104 Hail the Day (Llanfair), arr. Herbert Grieb 

Stanza 1: All / Stanza 2: Ladies & Children / Stanza 3: Choir alone / Stanza 4: All 

#142 The National Anthem 

If you need help getting on Facebook, please call the Church office at (912) 232-1251. 
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Baptism (VII) 
In the fifth and final part of the service 
of Baptism the priest calls the congrega-
tion to prayer:  

 

Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, 
that this Child is regenerate, and 
grafted into the body of Christ's 
Church, let us give thanks unto Al-
mighty God for these benefits…. 
 

The relation of baptism to regenera-
tion (the new birth spoken of in John 3) 
has been the occasion of much disagree-
ment in the church, even among those 
whose views are otherwise aligned, and 
is not without its subtleties. So it is with 
some trepidation that I set forth  two 
common views about it, before proceed-
ing to that of the Prayer Book and Arti-
cles.  

 One view is that baptism confers the 
grace of regeneration unconditionally – 
ex opere operato, the sacrament achiev-
ing its purpose (the infusion of sanctify-
ing grace into the soul) simply by being 
performed. The difficulty with this view 
is that so many of the baptized show no 
signs of any such infusion of grace in 
their subsequent lives. Indeed, if the in-
fused grace of regeneration can be con-
ferred unconditionally, then why would 
you not take a fire-hose to everyone you 
meet? They would be wet, and mad, but 
they wouldn’t burn in hell!  

 One alternative to this approach holds 
that regeneration has nothing to do with 
Baptism, that when Christ spoke of the 

new birth “by water and the Spir-
it” (John 3), he was using the word 
“water” in a figurative sense. Regenera-
tion, in this view, is a real inward change 
in nature, worked by the Spirit alone, 
through the preaching of the Word, and 
it infallibly issues in conversion of heart 
and change of life. Indeed, many identi-
fy regeneration with the conversion ex-
perience itself (“being born again”). This 
makes Baptism a ceremony in which a 
believer makes the public profession of 
faith required in Scripture. One may note 

Worship at St. John’s 
All in-person services are cancelled until  
further notice. Services will be available  

on Facebook.com/StJohnsSav. 

  

This Sunday, May 24th 
Ascension Sunday 

10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School 
 

11 a.m. Ante-Communion  
Live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook.  

Have your Prayer Book ready.  
Additional resources in Friday’s email. 

 

Monday, May 25th, Memorial Day 
Church office is closed. 

 

Wednesday, May 27th 

In Octave of the Ascension  
Midweek Live-stream Services 

9:50 a.m. Litany (p. 54)  
10 a.m. Ante-Communion  
(“Table Prayers” – p. 67).  

 

 Next Sunday, May 31st 
Pentecost Sunday (Whitsunday) 
10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School 

 

11 a.m. Morning Prayer 
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Standing Notices 
The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, Penance, 
Communion and Unction of the Sick, and the Office of Burial 
of the Dead are always available by appointment, at announced 
times, or as necessary. Please call the Church Office to notify 
the clergy if you or a loved one is in the hospital or hospice.  

Services may be suspended for now,  

but your Church ministry is not on hold. 

Please continue to support St. John’s  

financially. Also, please remember  

St. John’s Church in your will. 

11th Bishop of Georgia 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will 
ordain and consecrate Frank Sullivan 
Logue as the 11th Bishop of Georgia 
on Saturday, May 30th. The live-
stream liturgy will begin at 11 a.m. 
Plan to watch at either: 

Facebook.com/GeorgiaEpiscopal 
YouTube.com/GeorgiaEpiscopal  

 

Online Services 
Live-streamed services will be availa-
ble as videos after their broadcast on 
Facebook. As an alternative, we are 
adding videos to St. John's YouTube 
channel. Visit StJohnsSav.org/sah for 
links. Services are also available as 
podcasts at sj1928.podbean.com. 

 

Online Daily Office Services 
Our friends at All Saints' Episcopal 
Church live-stream weekday Morning 
(9 a.m.) and Evening Prayer (5:30 
p.m.), both 1928 BCP services, on  
Facebook.com/AllSaintsThomasville 
 

Ways to Give 
Your continued financial support of 
St. John’s is appreciated. You may 
mail a check or give electronically at 
StJohnsSav.org/give. You may also 
text 1928BCP to 73256. 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar this Sunday 
are given to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Jane Philbrick by 
Dr. Thomas Philbrick and Hunter 
Philbrick. 

And in loving memory of Jane  
Philbrick by Mr. and Mrs. Brian D. 
Harlander.  

And in loving memory of George 
Anderson Mercer III by Betty Mercer 
Gilbert, Wayne Mercer Willis, Bessie 
Mercer Halsey and their families  

And on the occasion of the 14th  
anniversary of the institution of  
Father Gavin Dunbar as Rector of St. 
John’s Church. 

For changes and updates, sign up for our weekly emails at StJohnsSav.org.  

an ex opereoperato interpretation—as if 
the mere administration of the rite se-
cured salvation. That interpretation is 
inconsistent , however, with the general 
teaching of the Prayer Book and Articles 
on the Sacraments. Those who reject an 
ex opere operato understanding some-
times take these words as a “charitable 
hypothesis” (like that which is employed 
in the burial of the dead) made in view 
of the promises of Christian nurture 
made by the godparents. I think it more 
likely, however, that the Prayer Book’s 
position is this: that in Baptism, the 
grace of regeneration (along with remis-
sion of sins) is promised and effected in 
the baptized, but on the condition of its 
being “rightly received” (Article 
XXVII), that is, according to the stipula-
tions of the baptismal vows and cove-
nant, by repentance and faith; and that 
the regeneration named here refers to the 
child’s entrance by baptism into the cov-
enant of grace, with all its benefits. 
Where this grace is not hindered or ne-
glected but “rightly received”, there en-
sues an inward change of nature, or mor-
al renewal, of which the Catechism 
speaks: “A death unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness: for being by 
nature born in sin, and the children of 
wrath, we are hereby made the children 
of grace”. (The Collect for Christmas 
makes a similar distinction between re-
generation and renewal: “that we, being 
regenerate, and made thy children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be re-
newed by thy Holy Spirit”). Thus in bap-
tism infants are “grafted into the Body of 
Christ’s Church”, they enjoy all the ben-
efits of the covenant of grace, which 
brings about moral renewal and conver-
sion, in repentance and faith. It is in the 
right reception of the benefits of bap-
tism, and not merely in the rite itself, that 
we attain eternal life.  

 On the basis of this understanding of 
regeneration in baptism, it is logical that 
the priest invites the congregation “with 
one accord [to] make our prayers unto 
him, that this Child may lead the rest 
of his life according to this beginning”. 
These are prayers for the fulfillment of 
baptismal grace in this life and in the life 
to come, and to them we shall turn next. 

— GGD 

Attention Graduates 
Our church would like to recognize 
all of our graduates next Wednesday, 
May 27th. If you'd like to be includ-
ed, email hharvey@stjohnssav.org 
with a current photo and include your 
full name, school, 
degrees

 
 

Anglican Relief and  
Development Fund (ARDF)  

This week we commemorate Christ’s 
ascension into heaven and his  
commissioning of his disciples for 
mission both near and far. It’s a  
reminder that the Church’s outreach 
is both local and global – and so St. 
John’s outreach is directed to our 
community and to our global partner 
churches in the Anglican Communion 
through the ARDF. Our donations to 
the ARDF help empower local  
Anglican leaders in the Global South 
to solve the problems they identify as 
priorities in their own communities.  

While we realize that COVID-19 
has strained resources for many of 
us, the needs of organizations such as 
ARDF have increased exponentially. 
Please consider donating to our  
special ARDF collection through St. 
John's portal: StJohnsSav.org/Give 
or by mailing a check to the Church 
office. 
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