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Live this Sunday from St. John’s 
10 a.m. – Adult Sunday School: St Luke’s Gospel 

Will meet via Zoom with Fr. Dunbar. 
Email mnelson@stjohnssav.org for connection information. 

 

10 a.m. – Youth Sunday School 
Will meet via Zoom with David Svihel.  

Email dsvihel@stjohnssav.org for connection information. 
 

10 a.m. – Children's Sunday School 
A short video lesson will be posted to St. John’s Children’s Facebook  

group at www.Facebook.com/groups/StJohnsSavChildren. 
 

11 a.m. – Morning Prayer  
Live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook page at 

www.Facebook.com/StJohnsSav and available after 1 p.m. on YouTube.com. 
 

Have your Prayer Book ready.  
Additional resources will be in Friday’s email. 

 

Morning Prayer begins on page 6  
of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP). 

 

Psalm 66 (BCP, pages 417-418) 

Isaiah 54:1-10 God’s favor restored to be forsaken.  

1 St. Peter 2:11-17 and St. John 16:16-22 (BCP, pages 173-174) 

Collect of the Day (BCP, page 173) 
 

Music this Sunday: 
Hymn #95 Christ the Lord Is Ris’n Today (Gwalchmai) 

Hymn #350 Rejoice, the Lord Is King! (Darwall tune from #600) 
 
 

If you need help getting on Facebook, please call the Church office at (912) 232-1251. 
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Politics and the Pandemic 
Perhaps it is result of my Canadian roots, 
but I do find the take-no-prisoners fire-
breathing ferocity of current American 
public debates disconcerting. (Canadians 
can be nasty too – our official national 
sports are hockey and lacrosse – but we 
work hard at keeping a surface of nice-
ness and civility.) At times I get the im-
pression that we Americans not only 
consider it not only our duty to hate one 
another, but our pleasure. Perhaps the 
Civil War never really ended, but only 
took on new forms. (The Canadian poet 
Earle Birney said, “We French, we Eng-
lish, never lost our civil war, / Endure it 
still, a bloodless civil bore”). The opposi-
tion of the Founding Fathers to partisan 
polarization is well-documented. It’s no 
accident that political parties are not 
mentioned in the Constitution. As 
Washington said in his Farewell Ad-
dress: “The common and continual 
mischiefs of the spirit of party are suf-
ficient to make it the interest and duty 
of a wise people to discourage and re-
strain it.” Yet in our own time, partisan 
(and factional) animosity has flourished, 
pumped up by talk radio, cable news, 
social media, a 24/7 news cycle, and the 
pressure to cut through the noise and 
command attention by the extremism of 
one’s position. I find it worrying. How 
can a great country come together in a 
common mind for the common good, 
when every debate is weaponized, and 
no holds barred? I see that partisans on 
both sides wrap themselves in the flag, 
but I worry that the flag is turning black.  

There is a warning for us in a  
children’s tale by C. S. Lewis, The  

Magician’s Nephew. Queen Jadis, sole 
survivor in the dead world of Charn,  
describes the end of her war with her 
sister for control of Charm, a war in 
which every weapon has been employed 
but one – the “Deplorable Word”, which 
when uttered destroys all living things 
except the one who spoke it. “Did she 
think [asks Jadis] – she was always a 
weakling – that I would not use it?” But 
Jadis throws the blame for Charm’s ruin 
on her rival: “I did not use it until she 
forced me to it. I fought and fought to 
overcome her by every other means. I 
poured out the blood of my armies like 
water”. (One of the children mutters 
“Beast!”). “The last great battle,’ said the 
Queen, “raged for three days here in 

Worship at St. John’s 
All in-person services are cancelled until  
further notice. Services will be available  

on Facebook.com/StJohnsSav. 

  

This Sunday, May 3rd 
Third Sunday After Easter 

10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School 
 

11 a.m. Morning Prayer 
Live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook.  

Have your Prayer Book ready.  
Additional resources in Friday’s email. 

 

Wednesday, May 6th 
Midweek Live-stream Service  

9:45 a.m. Litany (p. 54)  
10 a.m. Ante-Communion  
(“Table Prayers” – p. 67).  

 
 

 Next Sunday, May 10th 
Fourth Sunday after Easter 

& Mother’s Day 

10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School 
 

11 a.m. Ante-Communion 
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Standing Notices 
The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, Penance, 
Communion and Unction of the Sick, and the Office of Burial 
of the Dead are always available by appointment, at announced 
times, or as necessary. Please call the Church Office to notify 
the clergy if you or a loved one is in the hospital or hospice.  

Services may be suspended for now,  

but your Church ministry is not on hold. 

Please continue to support St. John’s  

financially. Also, please remember  

St. John’s Church in your will. 

Alternatives to Facebook 
Services  

All live-streamed services will be 
available as videos after their live-
streamed broadcast on Facebook. As 
an alternative to Facebook, we are 
adding videos to St. John's YouTube 
channel. Visit StJohnsSav.org/sah for 
links. 

Services continue to be available as 
audio podcasts on St. John's PodBean 
page at sj1928.podbean.com. 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers on the altar this Sunday 
are given to the glory of God and  
in loving memory of Captain and 
Mrs. Harry E. Jennings by Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard C. E. Jennings, Nolan 
Balkcom and Alex Jennings. 

And in loving memory of Jolana 
Swift Bradshaw by Mr. and Mrs. 
John G. Bradshaw, Jr. and family. 

Flowers on the altar this Wednes-
day, May 6th are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of the Reverend 
William H. Ralston, Jr. by the Comp-
ton family. 

Youth of St. John’s  

Wednesday’s Faith + Fellowship 

The Youth of St. John’s will chat  

remotely via Zoom. Please email  

dsvihel@stjohnssav.org for details. 

Online Daily Office Services 
While there are many online re-

sources available, one we highly rec-

ommend is the Daily Office services 

from our friends at All Saints' Episco-

pal Church in Thomasville, Georgia. 

They offer weekday Morning (9 a.m.) 

and Evening Prayer (5:30 p.m.), both 

1928 BCP services, as live-stream 

broadcasts on their Facebook page at  

Facebook.com/AllSaintsThomasville 

For changes and updates, sign up for our weekly emails at StJohnsSav.org.  

Charn itself. For three days I looked 
down upon it from this very spot. I did 
not use my power till the last of my sol-
diers had fallen, and the accursed wom-
an, my sister, at the head of her rebels 
was half way up those great stairs that 
lead up from the city to the terrace. Then 
I waited till we were so close that we 
could see one another’s faces. She 
flashed her horrible, wicked eyes upon 
me and said, ‘Victory’. ‘Yes, ‘ said I, 
“Victory, but not yours’. Then I spoke 
the Deplorable Word. A moment later I 
was the only living thing under the sun”. 
Even in the desolation her pride has 
wrought, Jadis relishes her victory: “I, 
Jadis, the last Queen, but the Queen of 
the world”. For those with ears to hear it, 
there is wisdom here, a warning against 
the nihilistic spirit that lurks in party 
warfare.  

Right now the battle is being fought 
between “Closers” and “Openers”. Giv-
en the difficulty of balancing the public 
goods of health and livelihood, given the 
seriousness of the threats confronting us 
as a nation in both respects, one might 
have hoped we could have come togeth-
er in a robust and healthy debate on these 
difficult questions. Not a chance. The 
pandemic response will be politicized. 
As Brian Doherty put it in a recent essay 
in Reason, the conflict is being por-
trayed “as a fight between idiot death-
worshippers and unnecessarily fright-
ened tyrants”, each side condemning 
the views of the other “as based in idi-
otic recklessness or tyrannical fanta-
sies”, mocking, maligning, and misrep-
resenting the views they oppose.  

By and large many Christians seem 
content to engage in the debate about 
pandemic response along party lines. I 
think we are missing an opportunity to 
bear witness that is distinctively Chris-
tian. For in the gospel we profess we 
are invited to leave behind the well-
trodden ways of arrogance, anger, and 
contempt, to walk in the way of charity 

which seeketh not her own, is not easi-
ly provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth 
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth (1 Corinthians 13:5,6). Who else 
is going to walk in this way if Chris-
tians don’t? By seeking with imagina-
tive empathy, patience and humility, to 
understand the reasons the other side 
thinks the way it does, we might model 
responsible public debate about the 
choices before us. Politics is a tough 
sport – I am not trying ‘to teach the 
world to sing in perfect harmony’ – but 
it doesn’t have to be toxic, and Chris-
tians could be pushing it away from the 
toxic polarization in which we seem to 
be stuck. I know I am calling for a mir-
acle of grace, but grace is what is need-
ed. And grace is indeed what we have 
been offered, as we are told in Easter-
tide: for even Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wicked-
ness; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.   
  

Adult Sunday School 
Father Dunbar’s Sunday Adult Class 
will continue studying the Gospel of 
Saint Luke, chapter 14, this Sunday.  
 

Outreach Committee Masks 
The Outreach Committee has been 
busy making masks. If anyone needs 
a face mask, call Martha Sullivan at 
912-663-6221 or email her at  
msullivan73@comcast.net. Please 
include your name, number of masks 
needed, address, and phone number. 
 

Ways to Give 
Your continued financial support of 
St. John’s ministry is appreciated. 
You may continue to mail a check to 
1 W. Macon St., Savannah, GA 
31401 or give electronically at 
StJohnsSav.org/give. You may also 
text 1928BCP to 73256. 
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