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Live this Sunday from St. John’s 

10 a.m. – Adult Sunday School 
Will meet via Zoom with Fr. Dunbar. 

Email mnelson@stjohnssav.org for connection information. 
 

10 a.m. – Youth Sunday School 
Will meet via Zoom. Email dsvihel@stjohnssav.org for details. 

 

10 a.m. – Children's Sunday School 
A short video lesson will be posted to St. John’s Children’s Facebook  

group at www.Facebook.com/groups/StJohnsSavChildren. 
 

11 a.m. – Ante-Communion with Reading of the Passion  
Live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook page at 

www.Facebook.com/StJohnsSav 
 

Have your Prayer Book ready.  
Additional resources will be in Friday’s email. 

 

Morning Prayer begins on page 6  
of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP). 

The Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 21:1-9 (BCP, pages 91) 

Collect of the Day (BCP, page 134) 

Lesson: Jeremiah 11:1-19 The disobedience and condemnation of Israel 

The Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 (BCP, pages 134) 

The Passion of our Lord according to Saint Matthew  
(BCP, pages 134-137) 

 

If you need help getting on Facebook,  
please call the Church office at (912) 232-1251. 
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Plague & Pestilence 
When Britain and France declared war 
on Nazi Germany on September 3rd, 
1939, nothing much happened on the 
western front. If there was Blitzkrieg 
in Poland, it was Sitzkrieg in the west. 
Skeptical journalists began writing 
about the “phoney war”. Not until 
May 10th, 1940 did the panzer divi-
sions invade, with stunning impact. 
The evacuation from Dunkirk was 
over by June 4th. France surrendered 
on June 22nd. The “phoney war” was 
now all too real. 

As I write this essay, I think it is 
likely that here in Chatham County we 
are in the “phoney war” period of the 
covid-19 epidemic. Its terrifying 
impact is being felt far away – in Italy, 
Spain, and New York; but here in 
Savannah we are just beginning to feel 
its effects. If what we are told is true, 
apart from an unexpected deliverance, 
the real impact is yet to come. And 
what will that impact be? Not just 
overflowing hospitals, a health system 
under intense pressure, but also our 
culture and our souls under intense 
pressure. I think we are in for a 
prolonged Holy Week, an extended 
season of suffering and sorrow. And 
when Easter comes it will come at a 
time of God’s own choosing, and later 
rather than sooner.  

The first impact on our culture 
and our souls, will be the bursting of 
our bubble of security. Since the 
discovery of penicillin, of vaccines for 
polio and measles, and the eradication 
of small-pox, we have been living 

Holy Week at St. John’s 

♦  W o r s h i p  T h i s  W e e k  ♦  

All in-person services are cancelled until  
further notice. Services will be available  

on Facebook.com/StJohnsSav. 

  

This Sunday, April 5th – Palm Sunday 

10 a.m. All Ages Sunday School 
 

11 a.m. Ante-Communion  
with Reading of St. Matthew’s Passion  

Live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook page.  

Have your Prayer Book ready.  

Additional resources in Friday’s email. 
 

 

♦  H o l y  W e e k  ♦  
All services on Facebook.com/StJohnsSav 

 

Monday, April 6th – Wednesday, April 8th 
5:30 p.m. Ante-Communion with Reading 

of the Passion  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 9th 
5:30 p.m. Ante-Communion  
(Liturgy of the Last Supper) 

 

Good Friday, April 10th 
Noon. Ante-Communion  

& Veneration of the Cross 
5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross  

 

Easter Eve, April 11th 
11 a.m. Morning Prayer  

& Ante-Communion  
(Liturgy of Christ’s Sabbath Rest ) 

 

 

♦  N e x t  W e e k  ♦  
 

Easter Day, April 12th 
10 a.m. Flowering of the Cross  

11 a.m. Ante-Communion 
 

Easter Monday — Wednesday 
11 a.m. Morning Prayer &  

Ante-Communion 
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Standing Notices 
The occasional Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, Penance, 
Communion and Unction of the Sick, and the Office of Burial 
of the Dead are always available by appointment, at announced 
times, or as necessary. Please call the Church Office to notify 
the clergy if you or a loved one is in the hospital or hospice.  

Services may be suspended for now,  

but your Church ministry is not on hold. 

Please continue to support St. John’s  

financially. Also, please remember  

St. John’s Church in your will. 

“Hi-Five” Ministry 
We invite parishioners to get involved 

in a phone-based ministry of congre-

gational care, that we are calling “Hi-

Five” – volunteering to make a “check

-in” call on five parishioners each 

week. This is designed to keep us con-

nected, to encourage one another, and 

to support those in need. You can sign 

up at StJohnsSav.org/hi-five or call 

the Church office at 912-232-1251. 

Easter Lilies 
Wish to contribute towards the deco-

ration of the Church? Download 

forms at StJohnsSav.org/Easter to 

indicate how the memorial, honorari-

um, or thanksgiving should read. The 

list will be published the Sunday  

after Easter. 

Altar Flowers 

The flowers on the altar this Sunday 

are given to the glory of God and in 

memory of Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. 

Compton by their family. 

Youth of St. John’s  

Wednesday’s Faith + Fellowship 

The Youth of St. John’s will chat  

remotely via Zoom. Please email  

dsvihel@stjohnssav.org for details. 

Palm Cross Making 

Fr. Dunbar will post a short video this 

Thursday, April 2nd at 10 a.m. on  

Facebook.com/StJohnsSav showing 

parishioners how to make palm cross-

es. He will demonstrate two exam-

ples: simple and woven. 

For changes and updates, sign up for our weekly emails at StJohnsSav.org.  

without fear of epidemic disease – a 
security unknown for centuries in 
which communities were wracked by 
recurrent waves of the plague. Now, 
quite suddenly, we have rediscovered 
what the Prayer Book calls “the 
shortness and uncertainty of human 
life”. It may be, that “perceiving how 
frail and uncertain our life is, we may 
apply our hearts unto that heavenly 
wisdom which leadeth to eternal life.” 

What might that conversion look 
like? It may look like this: the disci-
pline of social distancing, of shelter-
ing in place, will grow more severe. 
The fear of contagion will become 
more vivid. And the epidemic will 
become all too personal. People we 
know will get sick; some of them 
severely. Some of them may die, and 
in the hour of need we will not be able 
to be physically present with them, to 
hold their hand, to stroke their 
forehead, to kiss them, and to close 
their eyes. And we may well be the 
ones who die without the comfort of 
presence either. The privation of 
presence will be intense.  

Eventually the epidemic will 
abate, but not all at once. We will be 
encouraged by the discovery of 
treatments and vaccines; but my guess 
is, that there will be no transforming 
moment of liberation, no exuberant  
V-E Day celebrations, no ticker-tape 
parades for the victors. In the movies, 
everyone cheers once the Death Star 
is blown up. But it will not be like 
that. Life will return, but slowly, 
cautiously, as the power of the virus 
slowly diminishes.  

Yes, ‘life will go on’, even in the 
midst of epidemic. We shall still find 
moments of beauty and joy. We shall 
find comfort in bits of poetry and 
scripture, in music, or the evening sky. 
And when the threat ebbs, we will 
pick up the pieces and start all over 

again. But I don’t see us getting back 
to ‘normal’, not the ‘normal’ as it used 
to be. For now on, ‘normal’ will mean 
life that is all the more precious 
because we know too well its short-
ness and uncertainty; it will mean a 
new cherishing of the community we 
have in physical presence, no longer 
taken for granted.  

Such is my surmise, the hope of 
what one writer called “a severe 
mercy”. In the severe mercy of God, a 
society that prizes consumerist 
individualism and self-realization may 
discover the importance of a real (not 
merely virtual) community, of 
physical presence with one another. 
We may even learn that there is no 
better use of our time and energy, than 
to come together in one place and one 
time “with one accord in prayer”, 
seeking that gift of spiritual communi-
ty with God and Christ and one 
another, that is “the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit”. And as members of his 
Body we may approach the Sacrament 
of his Body and Blood with a new and 
deeper reverence, no longer treating it 
as a ritual exercise or an aesthetic 
experience, but as a gift to be received 
on his terms, in obedience to his 
teaching, in repentance, faith, and 
charity, and not in accord with our 
own willfulness, tastes and prefer-
ences. And we shall see that this 
surrender of our selfish individualism, 
and this new humble gratitude for the 
gifts both natural and supernatural of 
community both human and divine, 
both physical and spiritual, was the 
result that could only come about in 
the providence of God, by an intense 
and prolonged experience of being 
deprived of presence and community. 
Will this be so? I do not know. But I 
look for it.    

— GGD 
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