PRAYERS IN TIMES OF TROUBLE

The Prayer Book has many resources for prayer in time of trouble: the daily order
of Morning and Evening Prayer (pp 3 and 21), the Litany (p. 54), and the Order
of Family Prayers (p 587). Below are gathered a number of prayers from the
Prayer Book that may be of special use at this time. It is encouraged to begin
whenever possible with the short order below — of Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer,
and Intercessory Versicles and Responses. It is not necessary to read all the
particular prayers at one time, a selection may be made. Any person may read the
part assigned to the Minister in these prayers.

First - begin with the Lesser Litany — we acknowledge our need of
unmerited mercy

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Second - continue with the Lord’s Prayer — we look to God in confident
and trusting faith, as the disciples of his Son

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen.

Third, read these short prayers from the psalms as a general
intercession for this country, its leaders, churches, and people

Minister.O Lord, show thy mercy upon
us.

Answer. And grant us thy salvation.

Minister. O Lord, save the State.

Answer. And mercifully hear us when
we call upon thee.

Minister. Endue thy Ministers with
righteousness.

Answer. And make thy chosen people
joyful.

Minister. O Lord, save thy people.

Answer. And bless thine inheritance.

Minister. Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Answer. For it is thou, Lord, only, that
makest us dwell in safety.
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Minister. O God, make clean our hearts
within us.

Answer. And take not thy Holy Spirit
from us.

Fourth, read one or more of these Prayers for Particular Needs

In Time of Great Sickness and Mortality.

O Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succour. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and
skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for
their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may
apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

At Night or Eventide.

O Lord, support us all the day long [of this troublous life], until the shadows
lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of
life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, and
a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.

For Quiet Confidence in a time of danger.

O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved,
in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength; By the might of thy Spirit
lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know that thou
art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Guidance in a time of uncertainty.

OGOD, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in
darkness for the godly; Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace
to ask what thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of Wisdom may save us
from all false choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight
path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Trustfulness in a time of anxiety.

O Most loving Father, who willest us to give thanks for all things, to dread
nothing but the loss of thee, and to cast all our care on thee, who carest for us;
Preserve us from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, and grant that no clouds
of this mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is immortal, and
which thou hast manifested unto us in thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers that may be said after any of the former.
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O God, whose nature and property is ever to have mercy and to forgive: Receive
our humble petitions; and though we be tied and bound with the chain of our
sins, yet let the pitifulness of thy great mercy loose us; for the honour of Jesus
Christ, our Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who knowest our necessities before we
ask, and our ignorance in asking; We beseech thee to have compassion upon our
infirmities; and those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our
blindness we cannot ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness of thy Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in thy
Son’s Name; We beseech thee mercifully to incline thine ears to us who have now
made our prayers and supplications unto thee; and grant that those things
which we have faithfully asked according to thy will, may effectually be
obtained, to the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth of thy glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A benedictory prayer that may be read in conclusion.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.
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