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EMILY MELLO

Editor, The Eagle

912.210.4912

emily@NotSoMello.com

My memories of St. John’s will forever be tied to my grandmother, Betty Baker.  
I still sit in her pew, half way down on the right side. I often feel like she is right 
there beside me, although she has been gone for years. As a child I scribbled with the 
little pencils on my Parish Paper, and I helped her bookmark the lessons in the Prayer 
Book. I remember loving the floor vents in the Green-Meldrim House and how they 
would blow the skirts of my fancy church dresses as I twirled around during coffee 
hour. I was baptized in this church, and took my first communion here. I even had the 
opportunity to be an angel in the Christmas pageant. 

I have enjoyed watching my children have many of the same experiences at St. John’s 
that I did as a child. What started as my grandmother’s church quickly became the one 
for my children and family. I love the formality, the beauty of the services, the music, and 
the wording of the 1928 Prayer Book.

But certain things happen in life, and you have to adapt and keep going. My husband, 
Ryan, has been promoted to Director of Golf/Club Manager at Craft Farms. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for his career. Unfortunately... it is in Gulf Shores, Alabama.  

I will stay on as your Editor until the position can be filled, but I will miss St. John’s greatly. 
It is a place full of love, tradition, and faith. I am thankful it became my church too!

Editor’s Note
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LAURA REID

President

The Women of St. John’s

912.844.9457

lauramreid@comcast.net

It is evident after being installed in September as President of the Women of St. 
John’s Church that there is always something new, interesting and magical going 
on at St. John’s. There are a variety of events and programs being offered, and each 
of these requires the talents and actions of so many. Multiple hands are needed to 
accomplish the many “tasks in action,” and that means, if each parishioner would 
get involved and share her gift and time with us, we could accomplish our goals 
and enjoy each other’s fellowship as we strive together to fulfill God’s plan for each 
of us and for our Church. 

It is a blessing that the Women of St. John’s Past President Betsy Howard shared her 
spirit and wisdom with us. Betsy’s guidance and leadership provided us with a solid 
foundation to continue the good works of the Women of St. John’s. A gracious and 
caring leader, she inspired each of us throughout her two years as President. She will 
continue to grace us with her knowledgeable guidance and with her warm smile. Betsy, 
we appreciate your hard work and your many hours of service that you shared with 
the Women of St. John’s, and we thank you for your vision, your encouragement, and 
your many accomplishments.

Holly Days Bazaar is just around the corner, and we have many elves at work under the 
capable and twinkling leadership of Melanie Finnegan, the 2017 Holly Days Bazaar 
Chairman. Melanie and her Bazaar Committee Chairmen have been busy preparing for the fun-filled, jolly, two-day extravaganza 
on November 8 and 9. If you wish to participate and be part of this “ho-ho-ho” affair, contact Melanie or any of the Committee 
Chairmen to sign-up for a fun-filled volunteer experience. Bring your family and friends to the Bazaar, and please spread the 
word of our special event!!!  Don’t miss the festivities  –  the Holly Days Bazaar needs YOU!!! Special thanks go to those who 
agreed to take leadership roles as Committee Chairmen and Co-chairmen. Your time and efforts are greatly appreciated!!!

Our beloved Emily Mello, Editor of The Eagle, and her family will be relocating to Gulf Shores, Alabama, the first of November, 
where her husband Ryan has a wonderful career opportunity to manage two large golf courses and their facilities. We will 
certainly feel their departure but wish them only the best with their new venture. We hope they will return to Savannah often to 
visit and keep us abreast of their experiences. Emily, we express special thanks to you for your hard work in producing fabulous 
publications of The Eagle. Thank you for sharing your special gift and your valuable time to make us smile and stay informed. 
Emily, Ryan, John, Elizabeth, and Billy know God is always with you!!!

As our spiritual lives are strengthened through our work in service to God, let each of us give thanks to God. He blessed us with 
our special gifts, and he guides us in how he wishes us to use our gifts. May God bless you and your families and bring joy to all 
as you share your talents, your time and yourselves. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!!!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS INCLUDE:

Monday, October 30, 2017 • Board Meeting of the Women of St. John’s at 10:00 a.m. • GMH Dining Room

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 & Thursday, November 9, 2017 • Holly Days Bazaar • GMH & Cranmer Hall

Monday, December 4, 2017 • Board Meeting of the Women of St. John’s at 10:00 a.m. • GMH Dining Room

Thursday, December 7, 2017 • Communion Service in Chapel at 5:30 p.m. followed by the General Meeting  
of the Women of St. John’s at 6:15 p.m. in the Green-Meldrim House • ALL parishioners invited
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WHITE ELEPHANT

Caroline Warner • 912.713.1116 • warnerc@sjchs.org
Nita Ann Klein • 912.658.1005 • nak618@gmail.com

White Elephant will be open for BOTH days of the Bazaar! 
We are looking for furniture, china sets, silver, jewelry, nice 
handbags and quality linens. Donations will be taken Sunday, 
November 5, after Coffee Hour, through Tuesday, November 
7. Please note that we will not accept the following items: Baby/ 
Children Toys, Pillows, Luggage, Electronics, Plasticware 
(including Tupperware and kitchen utensils), Clothing, Shoes, 
excessively worn, dirty or rusty items.  
 

CHILDREN’S CAMP

Caroline Hayes • 912.429.2195 • chayes@stjohnssav.org

If you would like to volunteer at the Bazaar, but need childcare, 
please contact Caroline. The children of volunteers will enjoy 
a day at ‘camp.’ Remember to pack a lunch for your child. 

TREASURE ROOM
  
Holly Montford • 912.897.6202 • hollymontford@aol.com

We need your treasures: silver, antiques, good china, accessories, 
crystal, art work, and collectables. This year we will also sell 
new and gently used women’s hats! Please call Holly for pick-
up at any time.  

LUNCHEON PREP & SERVICE

Laura Wimbish • 912.897.5527 • dixie1940@att.net
Grace Merritt • 912.658.3010 • merrittlyon@bellsouth.net

Richie Reid • 703.409.2266 • mschi00chi@aol.com

Many volunteers are needed to help make sandwiches and 
salads (Laura), prepare drinks and serve our guests in the 
Green-Meldrim House (Grace and Richie). We serve lunch 
to hundreds of people each day of the Bazaar and need many 
hands to keep everything running smoothly. To sign up for 
either of these teams, please call the chairman. 
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Bazaar Outreach

Funds raised by the Women of St. John’s Church, 
through the Holly Days Bazaar and other events, are 
donated to many local and international charities. It 
is helpful for the volunteers, as well as customers, to 
keep in mind that our work is positively impacting 
people around the world. 

Here are the organizations that will benefit from 
 your support of the 2017 Holly Days Bazaar:

• Anglican Relief for Christians in Middle East

• Bethesda Academy

• Center for Blind and Low Vision

• Citizens Advocacy

• Rev. Michael Hawkins Fund

• Fresh Air Home

• Elliott House

• Greenbriar Children’s Center

• Hospice of Savannah

• Interfaith Hospitality

• Kairos

• Make Way Partners

• Memorial Hospital, Jennifer Ross Respite Care

• Nashotah House Mission

• Old Savannah Mission

• Prayer Book Society

• SAFE Shelter

• Savannah Tree Foundation

• Second Harvest Backpack Program

• Shelter from the Rain

• St. Mary’s Novitiate Program

• The Living Vine

• Trinity School for Ministry

• Union Mission- Magdalene Project

• United Ministries

• Wycliffe School of Theology/University of Toronto 

BOOKS

Kathryn Tanner • 912.667.4894 • earthworm45@comcast.net
Karen Wray • 912.398.8006 • kcwray@yahoo.com

We are looking for all kinds of books – from adult books 
to youth and children’s books; fiction and non-fiction; hard 
bound and paper back. Please indicate if any books are rare or 
collectible. Book collection will begin November 5. 

ARTS & CRAFTS

Martha Sullivan • 912.663.6221 • msullivan73@comcast.net

Please share your talents! We would love to share your 
handicrafts with our guests. Please call Martha if you would 
like to make a craft donation.

CANDLELIGHT DINNER RAFFLE TICKETS

Mary Soule • 912.398.1335 • mary.soule@gmail.com

For only $5 each, you can enter to win a once-in-a-lifetime 
dinner in the Green-Meldrim House dining room for you 
and your guests, catered by our own Sensational Seven. A 
letter with enclosed tickets for purchase has been sent to each 
member household. Additional tickets may also be purchased 
at Coffee Hour on November 5, and during the Bazaar!

SOUP & CHILI 

Kathy Ross • 912.262.5551 • jross16702@aol.com

Please consider donating to the soup and chili pots! Bring 
donations to the Cranmer Hall kitchen. Recipes are on page 6!

DESSERTS 

Shannon Alva • 912.665.5321 • ssapeachsc@gmail.com
  Marsha Berger • 912.596.0396 • mjberger724@yahoo.com

We’ll need lots of cakes and decadent homemade desserts to 
support the luncheon on both days! Please call Shannon or 
Marsha to sign up to bring something delicious. 

JANE’S CANNERS 

Jane Pressly • 912.233.6551 • janepressly@aol.com
Robbie Culver • 912.238.4895

We are still meeting each Wednesday to can! We currently 
need off-the-tree pears and shelled or unshelled pecans. 

2017

Calling All Volunteers!
If you haven’t signed up to help the Bazaar during the event, now is the time! We especially need support  
for Parking Lot Supervision, Thrift/Book unloading (November 5), Waitresses, and Check-Out team.  

Please contact Melanie Finnegan at 912.856.6210 to sign up!



WHITE ELEPHANT

Caroline Warner • 912.713.1116 • warnerc@sjchs.org
Nita Ann Klein • 912.658.1005 • nak618@gmail.com

White Elephant will be open for BOTH days of the Bazaar! 
We are looking for furniture, china sets, silver, jewelry, nice 
handbags and quality linens. Donations will be taken Sunday, 
November 5, after Coffee Hour, through Tuesday, November 
7. Please note that we will not accept the following items: Baby/ 
Children Toys, Pillows, Luggage, Electronics, Plasticware 
(including Tupperware and kitchen utensils), Clothing, Shoes, 
excessively worn, dirty or rusty items.  
 

CHILDREN’S CAMP

Caroline Hayes • 912.429.2195 • chayes@stjohnssav.org

If you would like to volunteer at the Bazaar, but need childcare, 
please contact Caroline. The children of volunteers will enjoy 
a day at ‘camp.’ Remember to pack a lunch for your child. 

TREASURE ROOM
  
Holly Montford • 912.897.6202 • hollymontford@aol.com

We need your treasures: silver, antiques, good china, accessories, 
crystal, art work, and collectables. This year we will also sell 
new and gently used women’s hats! Please call Holly for pick-
up at any time.  

LUNCHEON PREP & SERVICE

Laura Wimbish • 912.897.5527 • dixie1940@att.net
Grace Merritt • 912.658.3010 • merrittlyon@bellsouth.net

Richie Reid • 703.409.2266 • mschi00chi@aol.com

Many volunteers are needed to help make sandwiches and 
salads (Laura), prepare drinks and serve our guests in the 
Green-Meldrim House (Grace and Richie). We serve lunch 
to hundreds of people each day of the Bazaar and need many 
hands to keep everything running smoothly. To sign up for 
either of these teams, please call the chairman. 

The Eagle Page 5The Eagle Page 4

Bazaar Outreach

Funds raised by the Women of St. John’s Church, 
through the Holly Days Bazaar and other events, are 
donated to many local and international charities. It 
is helpful for the volunteers, as well as customers, to 
keep in mind that our work is positively impacting 
people around the world. 

Here are the organizations that will benefit from 
 your support of the 2017 Holly Days Bazaar:

• Anglican Relief for Christians in Middle East

• Bethesda Academy

• Center for Blind and Low Vision

• Citizens Advocacy

• Rev. Michael Hawkins Fund

• Fresh Air Home

• Elliott House

• Greenbriar Children’s Center

• Hospice of Savannah

• Interfaith Hospitality

• Kairos

• Make Way Partners

• Memorial Hospital, Jennifer Ross Respite Care

• Nashotah House Mission

• Old Savannah Mission

• Prayer Book Society

• SAFE Shelter

• Savannah Tree Foundation

• Second Harvest Backpack Program

• Shelter from the Rain

• St. Mary’s Novitiate Program

• The Living Vine

• Trinity School for Ministry

• Union Mission- Magdalene Project

• United Ministries

• Wycliffe School of Theology/University of Toronto 

BOOKS

Kathryn Tanner • 912.667.4894 • earthworm45@comcast.net
Karen Wray • 912.398.8006 • kcwray@yahoo.com

We are looking for all kinds of books – from adult books 
to youth and children’s books; fiction and non-fiction; hard 
bound and paper back. Please indicate if any books are rare or 
collectible. Book collection will begin November 5. 

ARTS & CRAFTS

Martha Sullivan • 912.663.6221 • msullivan73@comcast.net

Please share your talents! We would love to share your 
handicrafts with our guests. Please call Martha if you would 
like to make a craft donation.

CANDLELIGHT DINNER RAFFLE TICKETS

Mary Soule • 912.398.1335 • mary.soule@gmail.com

For only $5 each, you can enter to win a once-in-a-lifetime 
dinner in the Green-Meldrim House dining room for you 
and your guests, catered by our own Sensational Seven. A 
letter with enclosed tickets for purchase has been sent to each 
member household. Additional tickets may also be purchased 
at Coffee Hour on November 5, and during the Bazaar!

SOUP & CHILI 

Kathy Ross • 912.262.5551 • jross16702@aol.com

Please consider donating to the soup and chili pots! Bring 
donations to the Cranmer Hall kitchen. Recipes are on page 6!

DESSERTS 

Shannon Alva • 912.665.5321 • ssapeachsc@gmail.com
  Marsha Berger • 912.596.0396 • mjberger724@yahoo.com

We’ll need lots of cakes and decadent homemade desserts to 
support the luncheon on both days! Please call Shannon or 
Marsha to sign up to bring something delicious. 

JANE’S CANNERS 

Jane Pressly • 912.233.6551 • janepressly@aol.com
Robbie Culver • 912.238.4895

We are still meeting each Wednesday to can! We currently 
need off-the-tree pears and shelled or unshelled pecans. 

2017

Calling All Volunteers!
If you haven’t signed up to help the Bazaar during the event, now is the time! We especially need support  
for Parking Lot Supervision, Thrift/Book unloading (November 5), Waitresses, and Check-Out team.  

Please contact Melanie Finnegan at 912.856.6210 to sign up!



Per Merriam-Webster, gleaning is defined “to gather grain or other produce left by reapers; to gather information or material 
bit by bit; to pick up after a reaper.” In other words, gleaning is allowing someone in need, the opportunity to sift through and 
collect from the leftovers. An example of gleaning can be found in the Biblical story of Ruth, where she is allowed to gather 
the grains that remained in the fields after the harvest.

Today we may not have fields and grain to share, but we always have unsold White Elephant items and books at the end of the 
Bazaar. We would like to invite local charities and philanthropies to come “shop” for free for their organizations on Thursday, 
November 9, from 2:00 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. The sale will be closed to customers at this time, so the representatives will be 
able to find items that would be helpful for their group. If you work with an organization or know someone who would be 
interested, please send an email to Melanie Finnegan at MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com to register.

What Is Gleaning?
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We extend our condolences to the families and friends of those who have departed this life.

William Byron Cocke and Catherine Montford Cocke

Mary Hamilton Darby 

Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them, O Lord; And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.

On March 2 and 3, 2018, St. John’s will be the site of the second annual Savannah Antiques and Architecture Weekend. The 
weekend was created by the Women of St John’s Church and the Colonial Dames of Georgia to focus attention on the value of 
history education and historic preservation, as well as to raise funds to benefit the Green-Meldrim House and the Andrew Low 
House. The weekend includes five events over two days, and tickets will go on sale January 1, 2018. 

WEEKEND EVENTS

• Renowned speaker and author, Sonny Seals, and Madeira expert, Paul Pressly, will captivate patrons at a luncheon  
Friday at the beautiful Chatham Club.

• The Green-Meldrim House will be the setting Friday evening for a glittering cocktail party in honor of our Speakers, 
Sponsors, and Celebrity Appraisers which will include a Live Auction.

• Celebrated TV stars and appraisers, Amanda Everhard and Lark Mason, will be joined by GIA certified jewelry-silver 
specialist, Jane Mullino, on Saturday to give verbal evaluations of your own antiques and treasured objects for $15 per item.

• Saturday’s Lunch and Learn will feature internationally acclaimed designer, Chuck Chewning, and renowned architect, 
Christian Sottile, speaking about their renovation of Savannah’s Armstrong House.

• Other exciting featured speakers on Saturday will include interior design experts, Brandon Branch and Courtland Stevens, 
who will talk on mixing antiques with today’s modern design.

• Highlighting the weekend on Saturday, Old Town Trolleys will transport participants between tours of the Gothic Revival 
Sanctuary of St. John’s Church and the Green-Meldrim and Andrew Low Houses. Private tours will concentrate on the 
fascinating connections between the two houses.

For more information please call 912.238.3264 or visit www.SavAntiquesWeekend.com.

Savannah Antiques & Architecture Weekend
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Save these cards for your recipe box! 
Each year we serve nearly 60 gallons of chili and soup during the bazaar.  

Please consider donating to the soup and chili pots!

 2 lbs ground beef 2 tsp salt 2 tsp black pepper 

 1 medium onion, minced 1 zucchini, diced 3 stalks celery, diced 

 2 green peppers, minced 2 bay leaves 32 oz diced tomatoes 

 3 c. beef broth 6 c. water

 Frozen vegetables such as mixed veggies, green beans, lima beans, corn (pick 3)

Brown ground beef in large pot; drain off fat. Add onions, zucchini, and celery, and peppers. 
Cook 5-10 minutes. Add remaining ingredients and cook over low heat for an hour or more. 
Stir often to prevent scalding at the bottom of the pot. Remove bay leaves. 

For freezing: Place pot of soup in sink, surround with ice, and stir occasionally until soup is 
room temperature. Soup can be double-bagged in regular ziplock bags for your freezer racks.

Consider making an extra batch for the Bazaar! Please bring donations to Cranmer Hall.

Holly Days Vegetable Soup

 2 lbs ground beef 2 tsp salt 2 tsp black pepper

 1 medium onion, minced 4 tbsp chili powder 16 oz tomato sauce

 2 green peppers, minced 32 oz red kidney beans or black beans, with juice 

 2 tsp ground cumin 32 oz whole tomatoes, with juice

Brown ground beef in large pot and drain off fat. Add remaining ingredients to beef and cook 
over low heat for an hour or more. Stir often to prevent scalding at the bottom of the pot.

For freezing: Place pot of chili in sink, surround with ice, and stir occasionally until chili is 
room temperature. Chili can be double-bagged in regular ziplock bags for your freezer racks.

Consider making an extra batch for the Bazaar! Please bring donations to Cranmer Hall.

Holly Days Chili
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collect from the leftovers. An example of gleaning can be found in the Biblical story of Ruth, where she is allowed to gather 
the grains that remained in the fields after the harvest.

Today we may not have fields and grain to share, but we always have unsold White Elephant items and books at the end of the 
Bazaar. We would like to invite local charities and philanthropies to come “shop” for free for their organizations on Thursday, 
November 9, from 2:00 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. The sale will be closed to customers at this time, so the representatives will be 
able to find items that would be helpful for their group. If you work with an organization or know someone who would be 
interested, please send an email to Melanie Finnegan at MelanieTFinnegan@gmail.com to register.

What Is Gleaning?
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We extend our condolences to the families and friends of those who have departed this life.

William Byron Cocke and Catherine Montford Cocke

Mary Hamilton Darby 

Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them, O Lord; And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.

On March 2 and 3, 2018, St. John’s will be the site of the second annual Savannah Antiques and Architecture Weekend. The 
weekend was created by the Women of St John’s Church and the Colonial Dames of Georgia to focus attention on the value of 
history education and historic preservation, as well as to raise funds to benefit the Green-Meldrim House and the Andrew Low 
House. The weekend includes five events over two days, and tickets will go on sale January 1, 2018. 

WEEKEND EVENTS
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Friday at the beautiful Chatham Club.

• The Green-Meldrim House will be the setting Friday evening for a glittering cocktail party in honor of our Speakers, 
Sponsors, and Celebrity Appraisers which will include a Live Auction.

• Celebrated TV stars and appraisers, Amanda Everhard and Lark Mason, will be joined by GIA certified jewelry-silver 
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• Saturday’s Lunch and Learn will feature internationally acclaimed designer, Chuck Chewning, and renowned architect, 
Christian Sottile, speaking about their renovation of Savannah’s Armstrong House.

• Other exciting featured speakers on Saturday will include interior design experts, Brandon Branch and Courtland Stevens, 
who will talk on mixing antiques with today’s modern design.

• Highlighting the weekend on Saturday, Old Town Trolleys will transport participants between tours of the Gothic Revival 
Sanctuary of St. John’s Church and the Green-Meldrim and Andrew Low Houses. Private tours will concentrate on the 
fascinating connections between the two houses.

For more information please call 912.238.3264 or visit www.SavAntiquesWeekend.com.

Savannah Antiques & Architecture Weekend
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Save these cards for your recipe box! 
Each year we serve nearly 60 gallons of chili and soup during the bazaar.  

Please consider donating to the soup and chili pots!

 2 lbs ground beef 2 tsp salt 2 tsp black pepper 

 1 medium onion, minced 1 zucchini, diced 3 stalks celery, diced 

 2 green peppers, minced 2 bay leaves 32 oz diced tomatoes 

 3 c. beef broth 6 c. water

 Frozen vegetables such as mixed veggies, green beans, lima beans, corn (pick 3)

Brown ground beef in large pot; drain off fat. Add onions, zucchini, and celery, and peppers. 
Cook 5-10 minutes. Add remaining ingredients and cook over low heat for an hour or more. 
Stir often to prevent scalding at the bottom of the pot. Remove bay leaves. 

For freezing: Place pot of soup in sink, surround with ice, and stir occasionally until soup is 
room temperature. Soup can be double-bagged in regular ziplock bags for your freezer racks.

Consider making an extra batch for the Bazaar! Please bring donations to Cranmer Hall.

Holly Days Vegetable Soup
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over low heat for an hour or more. Stir often to prevent scalding at the bottom of the pot.

For freezing: Place pot of chili in sink, surround with ice, and stir occasionally until chili is 
room temperature. Chili can be double-bagged in regular ziplock bags for your freezer racks.

Consider making an extra batch for the Bazaar! Please bring donations to Cranmer Hall.

Holly Days Chili



A short program of organ music has been a part of the St. John’s Bazaar in the past.  
We did not use organ as a part of the Bazaar last year, because it was being worked 
on. This year there will be a short program featuring works of Craig S. Lang, Percy 
Whitlock, Louis Claude D’Aquin, Pietro Mascagni, and John Bull.  

We had the opportunity to have Fr. Ralston’s Challis Harpsichord re-furbished this 
fall by a well-known builder, Richard Kingston. We will feature it in a concert, as  
part of our series to be held in the Green-Meldrim House, in the coming months. 
The harpsichord was built in the early 1950’s by John Challis, one of the most 
important harpsichord builders of the twentieth century revival. He studied with 
Arnold Dometsch, one of the pioneers of the early music revival, who was an important 
harpsichord builder in his own right. I asked the church music committee to allow Mr. 
Kingston to work on this harpsichord, because his teacher was John Challis’ student, 
William Dowd. This lineage made him the only candidate, in my opinion, to work on 
this harpsichord, because Challis’s instruments are considered historically significant and 
represent an important concept in design. One of the hallmarks of a Challis harpsichord 
is its durability and stability in tuning. The instrument at St. John’s has held up well over 
the years but was in need of a thoughtful restoration. The size of this harpsichord makes 
it useful for small chamber use as well as continuo in ensembles, but it is not designed to 
be a solo instrument in a large space. We look forward to incorporating this instrument
into musical events in our parish for many years to come.  

STEVEN BRANYON
Organist and 
Choirmaster,

St. John’s Church
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As I’m sure many of you have been, I too have been engrossed, disquieted, and 
moved by Ken Burn’s recent ten part Vietnam War documentary on PBS. I’d 
intended to write something in this space on that conflict at home and abroad, 
which as Burn’s and Novick amply record, is still socially and culturally very much 
with us. It put me in mind of the poignant literature and film spawned by the 
Vietnam era – Grahan Greene’s The Quiet American (and Philip Noyce’s excellent 
film treatment in the 2000’s), Michael Herr’s Dispatches, Coppola’s Apocalypse Now, 
Tim O’Brien’s incomparable The Things They Carried, Robert Stone’s Dog Soldiers, 
Cimino’s Deer Hunter, Denis Johnson’s Tree of Smoke and Viet Thang Ngyuen’s The 
Sympathizer; to name just a few. But in light of today’s mass gun attack in Las Vegas, 
and the commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4, I’ve decided again to look 
again to works and lives inspired by that great apostle of Christ’s peace in his own time 
of gross socioeconomic division and impending violence.

Flowers of Saint Francis a film by Roberto Rossellini (1950). Rossellini was the 
pioneer of cinematic neo-realism in post-war Italy and the husband and collaborator 
of Ingrid Bergman. In a series of linked vignettes, he portrays scenes from the life of 
St. Francis in the spirit of that saint’s beauty and simplicity. The Criterion Collection 
version available for streaming on the Filmstruck app, includes a rare English language 
art historical prologue with black and white close ups of Giotto’s Arena Chapel frescos.

Saint Francis of Assisi by G.K. Chesterton. Chesterton as an Catholic Anglican and Roman Catholic was a doughty defender 
of the counter-cultural and culture sustaining truth of Christianity against its turn of the twentieth century aesthetic and 
scientific materialist assailants and detractors. Through his trademark glib whimsey and use of paradox, he captures the 
attraction and challenge, of the saint who embodied the Gospel of God’s choice in Christ of the foolish things of this world 
to confound the wise...the weak things...to confound the things which are mighty (1 Corinthians 1:27).

Love’s Fulfillment: An Anthology from the writings of Father Andrew. Father Andrew (Henry Ernest Hardy) was a priest, 
brother, artist and poet who revived the Franciscan order in the Church of England in the early part of the twentieth century. 
His devotional writing and spiritual guidance are as simple, direct, and profound as the life of service he pioneered amidst the 
poorest of the poor at Plaistow in the East End of London. The Society of Saint Francis which stemmed from Father Andrew’s 
Society of Divine Compassion, is now the largest religious community for men in the Anglican Communion. Though sadly 
not in many places orthodox as their founder,  and inspiration Saint Francis, who sought always to preach and live the Gospel 
within the faith, imagery and discipline of the Church; Franciscan zeal still burns among many faithful Anglican sons and 
daughters of St. Francis, not least in the Melanesian Brotherhood in the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea, as seen and 
heard in procession in the beginning of Terrence Malick’s film, The Thin Red Line, and in a recent Fiji water ad campaign! 

Il Poverello Redux

FATHER

CRAIG O’BRIEN

Priest Associate

St. John’s Church

Throughout the year, the Women of St. John’s Church will be collecting for three charities in Cranmer Hall.  
If you are able, please consider donating. This program touches the lives of so many in our community!

September 24 - October 29, 2017 School Supplies Collection for victims of Hurricane Irma in Naples, Florida

November 12 - December 17, 2017 Salvation Army Toy Collection

December 24 - January 7, 2018  Second Harvest Back Pack Collection

Hands-On Giving Collections

Last year the Women of St. John’s decided to pick one established organization to support for three years. The first charity chosen 
was the Tybee Island Fresh Air Home – a non-profit Christian organization where hundreds of Savannah children attend camp 
each summer. The FAH is run entirely on donations, and it has lots of areas where we can help out. We will begin our second 
year of service outreach on January 20, 2018. This project brings the entire church together for fellowship, fun, and volunteering. 
When those of all ages come together, it is a truly special experience! Please mark your calenders and join us.

The Fresh Air Home Service Project

The Music Corner
Comments by the late John Marks & Steven Branyon

Save the Date!  •  Service Outreach Days  •  January 20 & April 7, 2018  •  At the Fresh Air Home
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The Men of St. John’s held our annual meeting on Thursday, September 28, at  
the Green-Meldrim House. As president, I updated the membership on activities 
of the previous year and gave a preview of upcoming events. We also elected new 
officers for the upcoming year and they are... Scott Howard: President, Martin 
Sullivan: Jr.: Vice President, Ben Baxter: Secretary, and Joe Mercer: Treasurer.  
Finally, we all enjoyed our guest speaker, fellow parishioner Jake Ross, who told of 
his time in the Navy, and his many adventures serving our country around the world. 

The men are excited about our upcoming events and the new year for the club. Our 
next scheduled event will be a steak and bourbon night to be held at the Forest City  
Gun Club, with dates and speakers to be announced. We will also be busy assisting the  
women of the church with the annual bazaar in November, which includes doing 
whatever they tell us to do!  After the bazaar, we will turn our sights to oyster roast 
planning, as we attempt to top the 2017 oyster roast which was the most successful 
oyster roast in our history.

The men are embracing the Invite, Welcome, and Connect initiative of the 2030 plan 
and look forward to including as many newcomers as possible in all of our events. If 
any newcomer or man has an interest in learning more about St. John’s and our unique 
tradition of Anglican worship, please let us know how we may be of service, or how 
his talents may serve our church in the Men’s Club. Thank you to all past and present 
volunteers who make all of our fellowship events enjoyable and fun.

The Men of St. John’s Church

SCOTT HOWARD

President

Men of St. John’s

912.598.3811

robert_s_howard@ml.com

ABOVE LEFT: Scott Howard with annual meeting speaker, Jake Ross. ABOVE RIGHT: New officers of the Men of St. John’s, 
Martin Sullivan: Jr.: Vice President, Ben Baxter: Secretary, Scott Howard: President, and Joe Mercer: Treasurer. 
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A trip is being planned for a small group of adult parishioners (about 20), to be led by the Rector, to visit Venice and the Veneto, 
at the end of April and beginning of May 2018 for about 11 days. Accommodations and dining will be superior, and daily 
itineraries will have an intensive focus on art, architecture, religion and history. There is a healthy amount of walking in the full 
daily itinerary, sometimes over uneven surfaces, but participants may scale down participation if they wish. Details are still being 
worked out about dates, costs, lodging, etc., but if you would like to receive this information when it is ready, please notify Elaine 
Barrow of your interest at ehbarrow@aol.com.

Venice and the Veneto in Spring 2018

I sit down to write this surrounded by some of my favorite things: liturgical 
materials, children’s Bibles, hymns, charts, plans, and post-it notes. I also find 
myself among deeply warm and lovely individuals wherever I turn. What a blessing! 
Thanks be to God.

As we dive into the 2017-2018 school year, we are working to plan exciting and 
formative experiences for our Children’s Church gatherings on Sundays and 
beyond. My goal and desire as Christian Education Director moving forward is 
ultimately summed up in this statement, “Our children’s gatherings aim to build 
community in Christ through play, exploration of the Bible, the Creeds and the 
Lord’s Prayer, creative response, and participation in musical worship. We will follow 
along with the church calendar and 1928 Prayer Book to encourage family immersion 
in the story of our faith.” 

We hope to involve people from all stages of life in our events, so please continue 
reaching out to serve with the children and youth on Sundays. There are so many new 
ways to volunteer in our Christian education program. Most require no preparation 
and just an hour of your time. Feel free to contact me at any time, and I hope to see 
you at Children’s Church!

SUSANNE EVANGELISTA

Christian Education Director

St. John’s Church

617.512.2374

sevangelista@stjohnssav.org

Meet Susanne Evangelista - Our Christian Education Director
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