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I would like to begin my job as editor by thanking my predecessor, Katherine 
Sallee. She truly understood the purpose and importance of The Eagle. It is the 
way parishioners as well our shut-ins stay informed on the work of The Women 
of St. John’s. It also keeps everyone updated on the events in and around our 
church as well as the Green-Meldrim House. Thank you, Katherine!
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am Emily 
Mello. In the St. John’s community I might be better known as Betty Baker’s 
Granddaughter, or Bill and Sherrie Baker’s daughter. My husband, Ryan Mello, 
is pretty great, too. He is the golf pro at Savannah Harbor. But most of you 
probably recognize me as the busy mother of three little ones, whom I try to have 
perfectly dressed for church. I have been a member of St. John’s for my entire life.  
I am a member of the Women of St. John’s, and  I teach Sunday school. But mostly,  
I have been a mother... until now!

My life was different before the children. I have a MFA in Graphic Design from 
SCAD, and I spent many years designing logos, advertisements, brochures, and 
collateral for advertising agencies. Design is my passion, and I am known for   
creating traditional, clean and elegant work. So, when I was asked to take over as 
editor, I felt it was a job I was meant to do! And now... I’m a mother and an editor.

I‘m truly excited to help make The Eagle the best it can be. Please send me your articles, photos and announcements. I 
would be especially grateful for photos for the Baptisms and Marriages section. So if you or someone you know has an event 
coming up, snap a photo for The Eagle. Thank you, and I look forward to serving the Women of St. John’s as your editor.

Editor’s Note

ECW Outreach
by: Mary Soule, Outreach Chair

“I was in prison and you visited me” 
Matthew 25:36

“The mission of Kairos Prison Ministry is to share the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the hearts 
and lives of incarcerated men, women and youth, as well as their families, to become loving and productive citizens of their 
communities.” (Kairos Prison Ministry International web page) It is a lay-led, Christ-centered ministry. Believers from a 
variety of Christian traditions are encouraged to be volunteers. The ministry model includes a weekend experience followed 
by regular well-defined gatherings for accountability, support, and prayer. For the community to prosper it is necessary for 
all events to occur.
 
The ministry is currently serving in 35 U.S. states and 10 countries in over 400 men, women and youth correctional facilities. 
They average 3 million hours of volunteer service per year equaling $36 million value of volunteer hours. There are 33 state 
prisons with 52,000 felony offenders in Georgia. Five of these Georgia prisons house women.
  
The United States is the world’s leader in incarceration with 2.3 million people currently in the nation’s prisons or jails. That 
is a 500% increase over the past thirty years. In 2014 the U. S. represented 5% of the world’s population but it housed 25% 
of the world’s incarcerated people. The recidivism rate decreases when the ministry is employed in prisons. In a study of 
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505 inmates released from Florida prisons, the recidivism rate was 15.7% among those who had participated in one Kairos 
session, and 10% among those who had participated in two or more sessions. The non-Kairos control group had a recidivism 
rate of 23.4%. Reduction in recidivism rates decreases the cost to society of further imprisonment approximately $30,000 
per year per prisoner.
 
The Kairos Inside program is a 3 1/2 day weekend of carefully structured talks; meditations; individual and group activities. 
These weekends are followed by prayer and share accountability groups which are held weekly for three weeks. This is then 
followed by monthly reunions with Kairos volunteers. The fact that they return again and again distinguishes Kairos from 
other prison ministries.
 
Kairos Outside is a program for women. It is open to women whose lives have been impacted by the incarceration of a 
loved one. It also includes women who were incarcerated but were not able to participate in an Inside program. The Outside 
Weekend is a 2 1/2 day program addressing the pain due to separation from their loved ones. After the weekend the women 
participate in SWAP (Share, Witness, Account, and Prayer).
 
The Kairos Torch is a program in the youth detention center or correctional facility for those 25-years-old and under. 
They also have a weekend retreat. These youths then participate in six months of weekly one to one mentoring sessions, 
discussions of self esteem, anger management, short and long-term goal setting, and forgiveness. Over 70% of incarcerated 
youth have one or more parents who are also incarcerated.
 
Lay volunteers have extensive training to provide this ministry. The volunteers function as a team attending four meetings 
prior to their visit to the Kairos Inside program. They do this twice a year. Each volunteer personally sponsors an inmate 
at the cost of $150 per weekend for meals and supplies. International and State Kairos programs support only the start of a 
prison program. One Kairos volunteer stated it is the most rewarding ministry she has done. She went on to say the women 
she ministers to are hungry for the word of God.

Hands-On Giving

 THIS TRULY IS “HANDS-ON GIVING”!

It was so heartwarming to see the love expressed by boxes overflowing with your generous donations to our collections 
this year. Youngsters in Chatham County Schools received nutritious snacks and books to call their very own through your 
support of the Backpack Buddy program. Christmas Day brought happiness and joy to many children by the abundance of 
toys donated to the Salvation Army. And many young women felt your kindness by the contribution of paper goods to The 
Living Vine and baby products to Shelter from the Rain. You have touched the lives of so many in our community.
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THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH ARE BUSY!

The 2016 Holly Days Bazaar was a huge success! The Women (and Men!) of the 
Church really pulled together to make another Bazaar happen! Despite a rough 
start, a hurricane and an election that lasted until the early morning hours of the 
first day of the Bazaar, the volunteers showed up with smiles on their faces (and 
bags under their eyes!). I am so proud of everyone that did the hard work it takes 
to make a bazaar happen.  

The 2016 Holly Days Bazaar made $25,416. Thank you to the 2016 Bazaar 
team! I am so grateful for your work and willingness to be involved in our 
church. People working well together is one of the markers of a successful Bazaar, 
and by this measure, we had a very successful year! 

We have some great news! The 2017 Silent Auction Team is in place!  At the helm 
is our Silent Auction Chairman, Coren Ross. Co-Chairman is Elaine Barrow. The 
committee includes Dolly Chisholm and Kathie Harlander. Thank you, ladies, for 
stepping up to help us make 2017 a great success!  

SAVE WHITE ELEPHANT

There has been a lot of talk about some big changes to the 2017 Bazaar. But before we make any changes, we need to 
know… Do you want to see the White Elephant again in 2017????

If you want to save White Elephant, we need your help! We need committed volunteers for 2017. This is a fun group of 
ladies who are always laughing! Don’t you want to be in on the fun? We need volunteers in place in order to have White 
Elephant in 2017. Please contact either Nita Ann Klein, Caroline Warner or myself at (912) 398-1326.

THE FRESH AIR HOME

Our first Church-Wide Service Project Day was Saturday, January 14. It was a beautiful day to spend at Tybee working 
alongside our fellow parishioners. Cathy Baxter is a wonder with organization. She had the specifics of each project, the 
materials and all the details figured out ahead of time. The area below the pavilion where the children shower after coming 
off the beach was in disarray and felt a bit like a “dungeon.” By the end of the day, it was organized and painted. Yard work 
was done and lots of other projects! There was great food and lots of laughter. It was a great day and we look forward to the 
next work day! Mark your calendars for SATURDAY, APRIL 1 for our next Church-Wide Service Project Day at the Fresh 
Air Home! Everyone is encouraged to attend!

JOIN US MARCH 3 & 4 FOR WHAT’S IN YOUR ATTIC? 

Another great opportunity is coming up. The Women of St. John’s Church have created a new fundraiser to benefit 
the Green-Meldrim House. On Friday and Saturday, MARCH 3 & 4 the first annual SAVANNAH ANTIQUES AND 
ARCHITECTURE WEEKEND will take place. We hope this is the first of an annual event. To learn more, visit the website 
www.savantiquesweekend.com.  

One of the most interesting events will take place on Saturday, March 4 throughout the day. Bring your treasured items to 
Cranmer Hall for a live, verbal appraisal by celebrity television appraisers, Amanda Everhard and Lark Mason. You can 
schedule your time slot on the website; it’s only $15. 

The Women of St. John’s Church 

BETSY HOWARD
President

The Women of St. John’s
912.398.1326

betsyhoward09@gmail.com
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Green-Meldrim House Treasures Appraised by Antiques Roadshow Star

Amanda Everard, of Everard Auctions & Appraisals, stopped in to 
appraise several treasures at the historic Green-Meldrim House on 
February 1, for the monthly meeting of the Women of St. John’s.  

Everard is known for her regular appearances on the Antiques 
Roadshow TV show, where she provides appraisals and valuations for 
antiques and decorative arts for collectors and enthusiasts. 

According to Jane Pressly, Green-Meldrim Curator, “Amanda spoke to 
a gathering of the Women of St. John’s and demonstrated how she goes 
about valuing a piece of furniture. She pulled out a small flashlight 
and examined dovetails on drawers, construction materials, and wood 
quality. Her verbal appraisal of the breakfront in the North Parlor 
dated the piece back to the 1790s. Market value takes many things into 
consideration, including the excellent condition of this piece. Value 
at auction was estimated to bring $3,000-$5,000, while the insurance/
replacement value is $12,000.”

Everard will be a featured appraiser at the upcom-
ing Savannah Antiques & Architecture Weekend 
on March 3 and 4. Blow the dust off of your own  
treasures and bring them in for valuation by quali-
fied appraisers, for only $15 per item. Tickets may 
be purchased at www.SavAntiquesWeekend.com, 
and proceeds will benefit the Green-Meldrim 
House and the Andrew Low House Museums.  
For questions, or to purchase by phone, please call 
Elizabeth Schubert at (912) 660-3041. 

Also on Saturday, a luncheon will be served in Cranmer Hall while Susan Arden-Joly gives her talk about the Green 
Collection and its French Connection. During the luncheon, the first public viewing of objects from the Green Collection 
will be displayed. Also to be displayed is a very special object: the tiara worn by the 2nd wife of Napoleon Bonaparte. This 
is a must-attend event! Check the website www.savantiquesweekend.com for more details! Many thanks to a number of our 
ladies who have worked tirelessly to make this weekend a reality.  

UPCOMING MEETINGS

In March, The Women of St. John’s Church will have their next General meeting on Wednesday, March 8 (please note it is 
not the first Wednesday in March, due to Lent). Steven Branyon will be speaking to us about the Children’s Choir and his 
music outreach.  

In April, our General meeting will be an EVENING meeting on Wednesday, April 19 at 6:00 p.m. (please note it is not the 
first Wednesday in April). We will be celebrating our inaugural Green Furniture Exhibit. A couple of select, but prized pieces 
will be temporarily displayed. All are encouraged to attend this very special evening!  
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I first visited Italy for some months in the winter of my first year after college 
– the coldest winter in Europe in 75 years, and this Canadian froze along with 
everyone else. Like many before me, however, I was entranced (not least by my 
first encounters with gelato, blood oranges, and carbonara), and in recent years 
I have been lucky enough to return more than once. I hope there will be other 
opportunities in the future -  for Italy’s treasures are not easily exhausted.  
 
For much of its history, Italy was a medley of small or even tiny states, which 
were not fully gathered into union in one state until 1870. As a result, not only 
are there the great centers of Rome, Florence, Naples, Palermo, Milan, Turin, 
and Venice (the former capitals of Italy’s leading states), but there are countless 
other cities and towns, large and small, remarkable for their monuments and their 
charm. Italy’s cultural heritage is well distributed – so if the top tourist draws are 
excessively crowded (as they can be), there are always works of comparable beauty 
and importance just around the (metaphorical) corner. The Uffizi (Florence’s greatest 
museum of paintings) and the Academia (paintings, and Michelangelo’s sculptures) 
are often crowded: but for painting there is also the superb collections in the Galleria 
Pitti, for sculpture the Bargello and the (newly-renovated) Museo dell-Opera del 
Duomo, and perhaps best of all, you can wander into a parish church like Santa 
Trinita, and have a Renaissance altarpiece of Ghirlandaio all to yourself. 

Rector’s Rambles

FATHER 
GAVIN DUNBAR

Rector
St. John’s Church

At Top: Bishop’s Palace, with  
Canonica to its right. 

      
Middle: Town Hall, Town  

Square, and Cathedral.

At Bottom: A Cardinal’s Palace, Palazzo  
Piccolomini, and Hanging Garden.

But Italy is also remarkable for the cultural treasures of its 
little places. Take, for example, one of my favorites, a village 
in southern Tuscany named Pienza, which is a marvel of 
Renaissance urban planning. Once named Corsignano, a 
dependency of the rich banking city of Siena to the north, it 
was in 1405 the birthplace of one Aeneas Silvius Piccolomini, 
the impoverished scion of a great Sienese family, who became 
a notable humanist and papal diplomat for the Papacy, before 
being made Pope under the name of Pius II in 1458. In Siena 
he began the building of a great Renaissance family Palazzo 
near the Campo, and after his death the beautiful Piccolomini 
library was built as an annex to the Duomo, and dazzlingly 
decorated with scenes of his life by the painter Pinturrichio. 
But Pius II did not forget Corsignano, and insisted that the 
papal court spend part of each year there during his reign. 
Renamed Pienza in his honor, and granted its own bishop 
and cathedral, the village naturally underwent a good deal 
of rebuilding, which was done in accord with new ideas 
of Renaissance design advocated by Florentines like Leon 
Battista Alberti and Filippo Brunelleschi.  

After Pius’ death, the village returned to obscurity, with the 
fortunate result that this charming ensemble of Renaissance 
buildings survived intact, and has been listed as a UNESCO 
world heritage site. Though Pienza is still a small village, its 
fine shops sell some of the excellent local products, which 
include the excellent local cheese, pecorino da Pienza, which 
is sometimes made with mild red peppercorns.
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 At the core of Pienza, which is situated on a ridge of higher land overlooking the olive orchards, cypresses, meadows, and 
vineyards of the Val D’Orcia, he erected an ensemble of buildings around a piazza – a palace for the Piccolomini family, 
the duomo or cathedral, the canonica for the cathedral clergy, the bishop’s palace, a diminutive town hall, and a charming 
well-head over the public well (it really is a village). Though modest enough in scale, the effect is monumental, an effect 
enhanced by the innovative use of classical orders, which in the 1450’s were just beginning to make serious headway in Italy.  

Perhaps most notable to the late modern visitor, however, is the relationship these buildings have with the landscape beyond. 
On the town side, the Palazzo Piccolomini is a serious Renaissance palazzo of authentic Roman grandeur, a sharp-edged, 
massive, foursquare block around a courtyard. But facing the open country on the other side, there is a three-story loggia 
overlooking a garden, which projects out over the slope of the hill on massive substructures. All the elements are aligned 
toward the iconic blue profile of Monte Amiata in the distance. A visitor thus passes through a remarkable spatial transition, 
from the dark and narrow medieval street, into the spacious dignified courtyard, and thence to the loggia overlooking the 
garden, to the view of Monte Amiata. It is a beautifully-articulated transition from dark, narrow, urban street, to airy, open, 
sunlit landscape. It is also probably the first example in modern times of building deliberately sited to take advantage of the 
view. We don’t often build in the style of ancient Rome or Renaissance Italy, but we still love a room with a view! And when 
we do, we may thank Aeneas Silvius Piccolomini for leading the way.   

The Palazzo Piccolomini is private, albeit the privacy of great family of local grandees. But the public square also has its 
own relation to the landscape beyond; for the piazza is not square but trapezoidal, and the trapezoid splays out on either side 
of the duomo to embrace the landscape. This effect is enhanced by the duomo itself being built out over the slope of the hill, 
on a massive substructure, which forms a lower church. So in the urban heart of this miniature city, it is open to the sunlit 
skies and fields and mountains beyond. Long before parks and public gardens became an accepted part of urban planning, 
Pienza was finding a way to bring the country into the city, to the refreshment of those who live and work there. So when you 
are enjoying the garden squares of Savannah, you might consider that they owe much to the ideas and motifs first explored 
in the urban planning of Pienza. 

Super Museum Sunday

St. John’s participated for the first time in the Georgia Historical Society’s Super Museum Sunday on February 5, 2017.  
The Church and the Green-Meldrim House were open for free tours from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. During those two hours, 
we hosted 193 visitors in the Church and 340 in the Parish House! Tourists from all over the United States and Locals  
from the Savannah area and Low Country enjoyed the opportunity to see the buildings and learn more about St. John’s  
faith and family.
 
Thank you to all who volunteered their time and  
talents to make our first event so successful!  

Church Tours:  
Jack and Karen Wray, Frank Somoskey  
 
Green-Meldrim House Tours: 
Jane Pressly, Martie Thomas, Sue Rendiero,  
Laura Lawton, Elizabeth Lattimore Rousakis,  
Sigrid Kirk, Mary Burnett, Bonnie Gilbreath,  
Cort Atkinson, Carol Davies, Edith Schmidt,
Jullian Brown, Leslie and Robin Johnson  

A special thanks to Kim Scott and Clinton  
Littlefield for their tireless assistance!
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Daughters Of The King

The Daughters of the King hosted a wonderful Valentine’s Themed Coffee Hour on Sunday, February 12. Assisting them 
were several friends of the Daughters. Members of the St. John’s chapter include Mary Dawson, Karen Wray, Barbara 
Strickland and Lachlan Ivy. The DOK meets the second Wednesday of each month to study prayer and pray for our church 
and our community. If you are interested in joining, please contact Karen Wray at (912) 398-8006.

This article first appeared in the Spring 2010 issue of The Eagle. Jeff Bridges 
is up for awards again this year for another part in a contemporary Western, 
in my opinion one of 2016’s best films,‘Hell or High Water.’

HIGH LONESOME AND WEARY SAINTS

Bridges is the weary saint of that brigade of American actors who will never 
get an Oscar – or not until the day comes when the honor falls on his casual 
shoulders (in which case let us hope the award itself is called “the Dude”). Well 
that day has come, when one of my all-time favorite actors, Jeff Bridges, picked 
up this year’s Best Actor Oscar. The Dude abides!

Back in 1998, the inimitable Coen brothers directed Bridges as “the Dude” – a kind 
of slacker meets Philip Marlowe, southern California pastiche – to great comic 
effect. Bridges collected his well-earned Academy Award this year, for exploring 
the dark side of the Dude in Crazy Heart (2009). 

In Crazy Heart Jeff Bridges plays Bad Blake, a washed up, passed over, country 
and western singer/songwriter whose whiskey-sodden tour through southwestern 
bowling alleys makes the old Kris Kristofferson look like Justin Bieber. The film 
is a sweet elegy to love lost and found, hearts restored with altogether greater poignancy for having been broken, tragic 
humanism at its best. Crazy Heart even has in a supporting role and for it’s co-producer the great Robert Duvall, who took 
home an Oscar in a similar turn as Mac Sledge in Tender Mercies (1983). Like Duvall, Bridges sings himself in the part to 
great effect. The music was done by the legendary songwriter/producer T-Bone Burnett who collected the Academy Award 
along with Ryan Bingham for the title track. 

High Lonesome and Weary Saints

FATHER
CRAIG O’BRIEN

Priest Associate
St. John’s Church
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Be There to Love Me: A Film About Townes Van Zandt (2004). Bad Blake is a composite of several singer/songwriters 
including the late, the great Texan, Townes Van Zandt, one of whose best songs, If You Needed Me, appears on the Crazy 
Heart soundtrack. This wrenching documentary includes interviews with Steve Earle, and Kristofferson, who is reduced to 
tears recalling this neglected genius. Watch it, if only to be introduced to the music. 

Gram Parsons: Fallen Angel (2006). Another influence on the Crazy Heart character is Waycross’s own, Gram Parsons. 
Parsons was a member of The Byrds and The Flying Burrito Brothers before launching a solo career, playing on and 
influencing one of the Rolling Stones’ greatest albums, Exile on Main Street (remastered and soon to be reissued), and 
discovered Emmy Lou Harris, before dying in 1973 at age 26. This documentary has great early footage-way before the 
advent of music videos-and interviews, including a disquisition on ‘high lonesome’ by Keith Richards. 

The Men of St. John’s held our annual oyster roast at Camp Villa Marie on Isle 
of Hope, Saturday, February 4. This year was a record turnout with over 300  
parishioners and guests enjoying the oysters, BBQ, music and fellowship. We 
are especially thankful for the countless volunteers and staff who make this event 
possible, namely the Chairman of the event, Alex Jarman, and his team.  Our 
thanks also is extended to Mick McCay for donating his original oil painting of 
oysters which was raffled at the event and the lucky winner was Will Schubert. 
This year a portion of our proceeds will be donated to Fresh Air Home on Tybee 
Island. As many know, Fresh Air Home was founded by Miss Nina Pape in 1897 
and continues to provide a safe haven for two weeks at a time each summer 
where the children are immersed in a loving, Christian atmosphere.

In addition to our annual oyster roast, the men have stayed busy around the church and 
in the community spreading the good news of St. John’s Church. We assisted with the 
Bazaar, participated in a work day at Fresh Air Home, hosted a Coffee Hour, ushered 
for an Evensong, read at Morning and Evening Prayer, and continued our weekly 
morning Bible study and discussion groups. In addition, many of our men are involved 
in numerous charitable organizations around the city and serve as an example to others 

of our ministry at St. John’s 
and servant leadership. As 
you can see, we have many areas to serve in our congregation, and 
your assistance is needed and appreciated. If interested in serving, 
please speak with me, the Rector, a member of the Vestry, or any 
member of the Men’s Club leadership team: Robert Merritt, Jr.,  
Joe Mercer, or Martin Sullivan, Jr.

As we approach Lent we prepare our bodies, souls and minds 
for sacrifice. But, we will also stay busy as we continue our St. 
Patrick’s Day fund-raiser of renting parking spaces for the day. 
Please see Rick Wright to reserve a space or volunteer to assist. 
After St. Patrick’s Day, we will once again sponsor our annual golf 
tournament and tennis tournament. Please see Jim McClellan if 
interested in participating or volunteering for the golf tournament 
and myself about the tennis tournament. We look forward to having 
as many men as possible participating in our fellowship events, 
and we welcome other men as guests who may be searching  
for a church home.

Men of St. John’s, February 2017

SCOTT HOWARD
President

Men of St. John’s
robert_s_howard@ml.com
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DEATHS OF OUR LOVED ONES

Elizabeth Anne Elgin Barnett

James Aubrey Douglas Cox

Angela Elizabeth Exley Dearing

Dennis Brian Dufour

Leonora Candler Atkinson Fulenwider

Earl Nesbert Gleaton

Page Anderson Hungerpiller

Delores Cowart Jardine

Philip Franklin Kirk

Don Jeffrey McElveen

Allison R. Sharpe

Wiley Anderson Wasden, Jr.

Lillith Starkey Plunk Weed

David John Wright

Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them, O Lord; 
And Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them.

MARRIAGES

On Saturday, December 10, 2016,  
Elizabeth Willis Sprague & Blake James Grimsley 

were united in Holy Matrimony.

BAPTISMS

On Sunday, November 5, 2016,  
Jocelyn Marie Casey, 

 Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shaugn Casey

On Saturday, November 25, 2016, 
Susanna Marandino,  

Daughter of  Mr. & Mrs. John Roger Marandino

1-3 GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  
The children learned that God’s love is a gift 
for everyone and anyone. It does not have a 
cost, but is free for all who choose to find it.  

Pictured Above: Virginia Glover  
and Charlotte Lewis, Will Howard,  

Wallace Glover and Robert Howard,  
Ford DeWitt and Helen Culver

For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith - and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not 
by works, so that no one can boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9 



Before Christmas I was approached by Tim Reynolds, Conductor of the  
Hilton Head Choral Society, about our choir participating in a festival ending in 
a concert on Sunday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. at Holy Family Catholic Church. I did 
not immediately accept an invitation on behalf of our choir, and to be honest, I 
was terribly reluctant to even discuss adding to our already busy schedule at St. 
John’s. I was also thinking about how many extra events we were asked to do 
last year, not including weddings and funerals. 

I did weigh the details of this commitment, and decided to confide in our Rector, 
the Reverend Gavin Dunbar, and then with our Choir Council members. The 
Rector, the Choir Council, and I all agreed that this is a great opportunity for 
Saint John’s Church. 

Upon returning to this church, I was determined to push the virtues of St. John’s (its 
high standards in liturgy & music) by publicizing to as many communities as we 
could afford. I personally continued to accept invitations to perform with outside 
groups, and be seen in public, supporting the outside music communities, both choral 
and instrumental. I now have been playing for such ensembles for many years. In 
addition to my personally performing, I have been more deliberate about advertising 
with these groups. We (St. John’s) have now spent several thousand dollars to bring the name of St. John’s Church to the 
Bluffton and Hilton Head communities (as well as our own Savannah community). Just last year, we purchased advertising 
in the programs of the HHCS (Hilton Head Choral Society) for their anniversary year, and with the Hilton Head Symphony 
Orchestra. Our picture was in all programs for the whole year for both groups. They average anywhere from 800 to 1,500 

people at each concert, which means that at every concert, 
St. John’s was represented to all those present. We did not 
advertise this past year with the HHCS or the Symphony, 
but we took out regular advertisements with the Island 
Packet, which goes not only to Hilton Head residents but 
also to Bluffton and the city of Beaufort. We have done this 
consistently now for two and one half years. Has this paid 
off? I think that it has. I personally count about 12 to 25 
people (that I know of) who come from Bluffton and Hilton 
Head to every concert and Evensong. When they come, they 
are so grateful to have been invited and many of them do 
return. Is it enough? Probably not!  

We believe that this opportunity is a way for people who have 
seen our many advertisements to now see and hear our choir 
in person, outside of the walls of St. John’s Church. We hope 
that by participating in this festival, people will then say, ‘Oh, 
this is the choir we have read about in the advertisements’, 
or ‘This choir is really worth a trip into Savannah to hear 
again’, or ‘I can’t believe that this is a church choir!’ In other 
words, we want these people to see and hear our choir in 
person! I myself, our Rector, our Choir Council, and our 
Vestry see this commitment as going an extra mile to bring 
the message of St. John’s to all who will let it become a 
tangible, meaningful part of their lives.  

Music Happenings

STEVEN BRANYON
Organist and 
Choirmaster,

St. John’s Church
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St. John’s Takes a Fresh Look at Giving Back
by: Cathy Baxter

Last year St. John’s began envisioning the church in 50 years. One area that many parishioners expressed excitement for 
was giving back to the community with hands-on volunteering. The ECW really jumped on this idea, and the women of 
the church decided to pick one established organization to support for three years. The first charity chosen was the Tybee 
Island Fresh Air Home- a non-profit Christian organization where hundreds of Savannah children attend camp each summer. 
The FAH is run entirely on donations, and it is a very large campus to maintain.  Needless to say, on January 14 they were 
overwhelmed with gratitude when 60 talented St. John’s parishioners arrived wielding paint brushes, pruning sheers, and 
hammers. In five hours, the children’s shower rooms under the pavilion were transformed from a dingy, dumping ground 
into a clean, bright usable space and the landscape at the entry was pruned and perfected.
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Above: In true St. John’s fashion, Susan Arden-Joly planned a fabulous lunch that Kim Scott (both pictured 
above & bottom right) volunteered to put together complete with tablecloths. St. John’s volunteers in style! 

Left: Jane Moore, Dale & Sonny Thorpe, Elizabeth Schubert & Margie Livingston.

Left: Banks Fana was one of the children who used carbon paper to transfer Bible verses onto boards.  
Center: Elizabeth Hayes and Winslett Watson carefully traced over the verses with paint pens.  
Right: Ben Baxter hung the boards on the changing rooms’ joists to provide inspiration to campers.  

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS! NEXT OUTREACH DAY IS APRIL 1! 



Hands-On Giving Collection For The Fresh Air Home Summer Camp

Our final Hands-on Giving Collection is for the Fresh Air Home Summer Camp at Tybee. This camp serves disadvantaged 
children, ages 3-11, whose families are in financial difficulty. It also serves children from military families and Safe Shelter.
These children will participate in activities designed to build Christian character and fellowship. For some, it will 
be their very first visit to the beach – their first time to feel ocean breezes and sand beneath their feet. The camp 
is in need of these household items: paper towels, 55-gallon trash bags, liquid laundry detergent, and bleach.  
Collection bins will be in Cranmer Hall and at the Church entrance from March 5-April 16. Please use this Lenten season 
practice of almsgiving to help make the Fresh Air Home’s 2017 camp season a wonderful experience for hundreds of 
children in need!
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Top: Frosty Montgomery, Melanie Summerell, Martin Sullivan, Ray Summerell & Scott Howard  
Center: Wes Perkins, Mick McCay, Chris & Ryan Underwood,  Winslett Watson 

Bottom: Frank Somoskey, Eugenia Cocke, Debbie Helmken, Janet Guerry & Penny Farley  
FINANCIAL DONATIONS TO OUR HANDS-ON OUTREACH PROGRAM MAY BE SENT  

TO THE CHURCH OFFICE EARMARKED AS “FRESH AIR HOME OUTREACH.”



Savannah Antiques and Architecture Weekend
by: Susan Arden-Joly, GMH Preservationist
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A NEW EVENT IN SAVANNAH, AND ST. JOHN’S IS AT THE HEART OF IT!

Savannah is joining her sister cities of Atlanta and Thomasville in promoting the value of learning about history through 
antiques and historic architecture, with the creation of the Savannah Antiques and Architecture Weekend, taking place at St. 
John’s on March 3 and 4. Like the older Georgia events – the Atlanta one now 45 years old and Thomasville’s more than 
25 years successful – the Savannah Antiques and Architecture Weekend will be raising money to donate to not-for-profit 
beneficiaries; in Savannah all profits from this year’s event will go to the Green-Meldrim House and  the Andrew Low 
House. This first Savannah Antiques and Architecture Weekend will feature five events over two days, and is sponsored by 
the Women of St John’s and the State Ways and Means Committee of The Colonial Dames of Georgia. 

The core event of “What’s In YOUR Attic?” is the opportunity to have your own treasures evaluated by celebrity Antiques 
Roadshow appraisers, Lark Mason and Amanda Everard, who will be joined by Jane Mullino, specialist in silver and jew-
elry. For only $15 per item, on Saturday, March 4, you can bring in a treasured object to find out from one of the nation’s 
top appraisers just what your object is worth on today’s market-and right here in Cranmer Hall, with no long lines! Should 
you wish to have a visit made to your home by one of our appraisers on Friday, March 3 – to evaluate pieces too large or 
too numerous to be carried in – please give a call to our own Laura Reid at (912) 844-9457, and Laura can tell you how to 
become a sponsor of our fundraising efforts, at the $500 level.

In addition, if you would like to learn whether a beautiful antique tiara really belonged to the wife of Napoleon, please 
come on Saturday, March 4, to our Lunch and Lecture event to hear Stephen Bohlin, director of the Andrew Low House, 
present this spectacular piece and tell us its fascinating connection to a Savannah family. St. John’s parishioner Susan Arden-
Joly will also participate in the Saturday lunchtime excitement, presenting publicly, for the first time anywhere, objects 
from the Green Collection – reputedly original to the 19th century GMH and not seen in Savannah for over 120 years!   
A bit of tension and drama will be added when celebrity appraiser Amanda Everard gives a live appraisal of these objects 
and delivers her opinion as to whether the great Civil War generals Lee and Sherman really could have used the Green pieces 
– and tells us whether the Napoleonic empress’s tiara is authentic! 

There will be more fun and learning going on with three other events: the newly-designed – for Saturday March 4 only – 
special John Norris Architecture trolley tour (which includes a guided tour of St. John’s sanctuary and its artistic treasures), 
as well as the Friday, March 3 kick-off historic Savannah Madeira Luncheon at the Chatham Club and a sparking Green-
Meldrim House Cocktail Party and Live Auction Friday night, catered by St. John’s Sensational Six, led by Laura Wimbish. 
(With those ladies involved, you know the food will be fabulous!)

For more details on all events and times – as well as a listing of our unique and truly wonderful Live Auction items and 
delicious menus – and to purchase tickets – please go to our website at www.SavAntiquesWeekend.com or simply call 
Elizabeth Schubert at (912) 660-3041, and Elizabeth will answer questions and take your order by phone. Please help make 
this first year’s event a rousing success and a source of community engagement and income for years to come!



The Eagle Page 15 

Meet Celebrity Stars of the Popular
Antiques Appraisal Show on PBS

Saturday, March 4th, 2017
     

Find out the value of your own treasures for only $15 each
at St. John’s Cranmer Hall, 27 West Charlton Street.

       
No lines! Book your time slot in advance:

www.SavAntiquesWeekend.com or (912) 660-3041. 

Proceeds bene�t the Green-Meldrim House & Andrew Low House Museums.
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Save the Date: April 19, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.

GREEN COLLECTION INAUGURAL EXHIBITION

All members of St John’s and their guests are invited by the Women of St John’s to the inaugural exhibit of important pieces 
of Green family furnishings on Wednesday, April 19, at 6:00 p.m. Tania Sammons, Curator of the Green Collection, will 
speak briefly about these pieces, and a celebration reception will follow. 

This temporary exhibit will highlight a magnificent Brazilian rosewood bookcase, which will be placed where it is believed 
to have stood in the time of Charles Green. This important piece is being conserved in memory of the late William H. Stuebe, 
parishioner of St. John’s Church. Other featured objects will include the 1850s ledger of Architect, John Norris; family china 
and silver adorned with the Green family crest; and a beautiful (unrestored) tilt-top rosewood and mahogany center table.    

Please mark your calendars now for this very special event in the life of our parish.

ON THE COVER: Our first Church-Wide Service Project Day at the Fresh Air Home Summer Camp on Tybee. 
Betsy Howard led the children’s project. Bruce Montgomery and Edward Derst dismantled old boards. Margie 
Livingston, Father Dunbar and Jane Moore cleaned the grounds. Chris and Ryan Underwood drove all the way 
from Brunswick. Edward Derst IV used his vast woodworking talents to lead his team in rebuilding & refinishing 
the shower room benches. Lucinda Schultz, Susan Arden-Joly and Stacy Jennings were filled with lots of energy.


