
 

 

Small Group Faith Fellowship #4 

Week of Sunday, November 1st, 2015 – Feast of All Saints (Trinity XXII) 

Revelation 
Matthew 5:1- 
 

Background: 
 
Feast of All Saints  
The feast of All Saints is harvest festival of the Gospel.  It celebrates the calling of all Christians to take 
part in the victory of faith over the unbelieving world, and to receive the reward of faith in the fullness 
of God’s kingdom. Because they are no longer living for the world’s approval and rewards, they are free 
to live for God.   
 
 The  epistle and gospel lessons for this feast, set before us: 
 (1) the outlook and character of those who live by faith in the gospel – the saints, which literally 
means “holy ones”, men and women who are called to live holy lives, and are growing in virtue and 
godliness 
 (2) their sufferings (above all as martyrs or confessors) for Christ and the gospel in a world 
hostile to both 
 (3) their reward in God’s kingdom (the resurrection to glory).  
In the great reversal of Christ’s coming kingdom those whom the world despised and rejected for their 
faith in Christ will be vindicated and exalted by God.  
 
Beatitudes – General  
At the heart of All Saints are the sayings of Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount known as the 
Beatitudes (because they begin with the word “Blessed” which in Latin is Beatus).  The key to 
understanding these is to realize that the Sermon on the Mount is not a teaching about how we are 
saved, but a teaching about how we live if we believe the gospel. It is not about the works that earn 
God’s grace and favour (there are none) but about the works and the blessings that follow the grace we 
begin to receive when we believe the gospel. If we believed the gospel, if we have received grace, this is 
how we would think and act – in ways very different from those the world teaches us.   
 
Beatitudes – Specific  
The world blesses the proud, who trust in their own power and wealth to save them, 
 But Christ calls blessed the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  As Jesus did not try 
to save himself, but took the place of a sinner, so they know they cannot save themselves, and know 
themselves unworthy of salvation, but in a humble spirit rely on the riches of God’s grace.   
 
The world blesses the envious, who feel sorrow is at the happiness of others, 
 But Christ calls blessed those who mourn for sin, and its consequences, both their own and 
others, for they shall be comforted.  As Jesus wept over Jerusalem, and taught us to weep over our own 
sins, so they pray not only for their own forgiveness, but also those of their neighbours.   
 
The world blesses the angry, who respond to injuries (real or imagined) with aggression and 
vengefulness 



 

 

 But Christ calls blessed the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. As Jesus was not weak, but 
strong and gentle, when he refused to defend himself against injustice, so the meek are not easily 
provoked, do not sulk, are more ready to endure suffering that to inflict it, and put their trust in God to 
vindicate their cause, which he does in the resurrection.  
 
The world blesses the slothful, who are indifferent and apathetic toward the things of God,  
 But Christ blesses those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.  As 
Jesus said, “My food is to the will of him that sent me”, so they seek to do God’s righteous will, they will 
see and experience its fulfillment in themselves and the world.   
 
The world blesses the avaricious and covetous, who put their trust in getting things 
  But Christ blesses the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. As Jesus was moved by 
compassion for human misery, so they are moved not by covetousness but by compassion for those in 
misery, they are ready to give and forgive, even to those who do not deserve it, because that is the 
mercy they look for from God.   
 
The world blesses lust for pleasure, whose eyes are greedy for visual pleasure.   
 But Christ blesses the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  “Purity of heart is to will one thing” 
(Kierkegaard). As Jesus served God with undivided loyalty, so in all circumstances of life they let nothing 
stand between themselves and “the pearl of great price”, the one eternal and infinite good.   
 
The world blesses the angry those who keep feuds going, hold onto grievances, and refuse to forgive.  
 But Christ blesses the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.  As Christ came as 
Peacemaker, Mediator of God and men, who reconciles men to God by his cross, so Christians pay the 
price to mend broken relationships, reconcile enemies.   
 
The world blesses self-indulgence (gluttony)  
 But Christ blesses those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  As Christ suffered and died for righteousness’ sake, so they are willing to deny themselves, to 
suffer and even to die a martyr’s death rather than give up believing and living out the gospel.  
 

Open:  
 
What did you hear in this Sunday’s teaching?  What struck you the most?  
 
 
 
Was there anything that was new to you, or surprised you?  
 
 
 
Was there anything that puzzled you? anything you did not understand? 
 
 
 
Did it raise any questions or issues for you?  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Dig:  
 
How does faith in the gospel and the experience of God’s grace in Christ change you outwardly – in the 
direction of your life and its ultimate destiny?  
 
 
 
How does faith in the gospel and the experience of God’s grace in Christ change you inwardly – in your 
motivations, outlook, expectations, and decisions?  
 
 
 
What price must we expect to pay for believing and living by the grace of God? Why is this the case?  
 
 
 
Where do we see Christians paying the price for their faith today? Where do you see it happening in 
your own life? If it is not happening, what might that be saying about you?   
 
 
 
What is the reward that is promised to those who believe?  
 
 
 
How does that change the way you life now?  
 
 
 
God has “knit us together in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of Christ our Lord” 
(collect).  Do you think it is possible to believe and live out the gospel outside of a believing community?  
 
 
 
How does the example of the saints who have gone before us help us to live by faith now (see 
Philippians 3:17 or 1 Corinthians 11:1)?  
 
 
 
  

Close:  
 



 

 

What part of this Sunday’s teaching do you think needs further exploration?  
 
 
 
How might this Sunday’s teaching be applied in your life?  
 
 
 

Pray:  
 
Thank God for bringing everyone together in fellowship for the sharing of faith.  Thank him for the gift of 
his Word and Spirit, and ask him for help to know and experience more fully the gift of his grace in your 
life.  
 

Scriptures  
 
Matthew 5:1-12 
5 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto 
him:2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 
 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit:  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are they that mourn:  
  for they shall be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek:  
  for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:  
  for they shall be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful:  
  for they shall obtain mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart:  
  for they shall see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers:  
  for they shall be called the children of God. 
 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake:  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
 
 
Revelation 7:2 -   Built up a Spiritual House, a Holy Priesthood 
 

The Sealing of the servants of God (for deliverance from wrath and judgment) 
2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a 
loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the 
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 



 

 

 
The Hundred and Forty and Four Thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel (all God’s elect are to 
be brought safely through tribulation)  
4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and 
four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve 
thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon were 
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were 
sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph 
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.  
 
The Great Multitude before the Throne Which no Man could Number (the elect giving thanks for their 
deliverance from tribulation)1  
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb. 11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and 
the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12 Saying, Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they? 14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: 
and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes. 
 

Father O’ Brien’s Sermon 

 
...the mystery which hath been hid from the ages and from generations.. now is made manifest 

to his saints...which is Christ in you, the hope of glory..  Colossians 1. 26-27.+ 

 Today, having reached the end of another year’s liturgical cycle, the Church brings in the 

sheaves ‘in one solemn feast- the Feast of All Saints- the glory of the Kingdom of Jesus.’ ‘God’, 

it has been said, ‘...who comprehends Himself perfectly, sees in His Word all the different 

manners in which creatures can reflect or reproduce His perfections...The Father contemplated 

His Incarnate Word, made flesh [Jesus].’
2
 Jesus is the mystery which hath been hid from the ages 

and from generations...now...made manifest. ‘God saw in this humanity’, that of Jesus, 

                                                           
1
 The 144,000 of Israel and the numberless host out of every people and nation are not two different groups, but 

the whole Church seen from two different perspectives, one of “hearing” the Word of prophecy given to Israel, the 
other of “seeing” the prophecy fulfilled among all nations.   
2
 Blessed Columba Marmion OSB, Christ in His Mysteries. 



 

 

‘[substantially] united to His Word the sum, the complete synthesis of all created 

perfection...That is not all. God willed to give a train of followers to His Son: that is the 

unnumbered multitude of the saints... The saints are so many reproductions of the Word, under a 

less perfect form.’  To honour the saints as we do individually, severally and specifically 

throughout the year,  and as we do in their amplitidinous collective today, is, as it’s been 

expressed , ‘...to declare that [the saints] are the realisation of a divine idea, [the saints 

are]masterpieces of the grace of Jesus.’
3
  S. Gregory of Nyssa says that as the portrait artist is 

able to show us the beauty of a human face, so the beatitudes of our Gospel today,  show us 

humanity patterned after the likeness of the divine idea, the Word of God; those who through to 

the term of their lives’ end have clung to the humanity of Jesus by faith-faithful to the ‘words of 

the Word in the holy Gospel’- and have been transformed by his divinity through the Spirit. For 

the beatitudes, those ‘blessed be’s’ of our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, are nothing less than the 

defining brush strokes of the Spirit of God reproduced in time in the cooperative lives of the 

saints- Christ in them, the hope of glory. 

 The saints, All Saints, whether their names be inscribed in the calender and martyrology 

of the Church, or hidden in the Book of Life and known to God alone; are by definition, the 

friends of Christ. And if the saints be the intimates of Jesus, then they are and should be our 

friends too. For our salvation and holiness in Christ is not the  solitary flight from ‘the alone to 

the alone’, but the social joys of heaven, where we are even ‘knit together’ with the saints and 

angels, ‘in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of ...Christ our Lord.’ If the 

Angels are different from us in nature, not so ‘the Patriarchs and Prophets, holy Doctors of the 

law, all Martyrs of Christ, Virgins of the Lord, Hermits and all Saints.’ Far from being an 

impossible ideal of sanctity for us to follow, the lifeless idols of our statuary and stained glass, 

all Saints share our humanity, the frail humanity which Jesus assumed from the chiefest of saints, 

our blessed Lady, which humanity is now healed and integrated in ‘the mystical body of [the] 

son, which is the blessed company of all faithful people.’ For the saints, whose lives S. Francis 

de Sales says are for us a ‘mirror of Christian living’, did not on the whole, perform 

exceptionally heroic acts that would defy our meager moral and devotional capacities. They 

‘...became holy’, writes a Benedictine, ‘...in no dramatic manner, by no great deeds of heroism, 

but using the ordinary things of everyday life- at home, at work, at recreation, striving in every 

action they did, in every attitiude which they had, to do the will of God; because holines consists 

in this, the doing of the will of God. It consists in turning the ordinary humdrum things of life 

into acts of love; the will of God done and loved in everyday acts, in what we do, in what we 

suffer.’
4
 

 The Beatitudes themselves in which Jesus the new Moses-the fulfiller of the Law-brings 

to fruition with promises the prohibitions of the Commandments that so inform ‘the innermost 

attitude of the heart’, of all Saints, are about the trials, limitations, weaknesses and struggles of 

our journey of faith- poverty of spirit, mourning, hungering and thirsting, resisting vengance, 

purification, suffering persecution. All this is not some kind of heavenly masochism; rather such 

suffering is the stuff of which the saints are made because their way-and our way with them, 

following after them- is the way of Jesus, the way of the cross, the way of love come down, the 

way of ‘responsibility for the other’
5
, the way of faith, grace and love; penitently acknowledging 

our own shortcomings at the foot of the Cross that we might with confidence evidence Christ in 

                                                           
3
 Ibid. 

4
 Basil Cardinal Hume OSB. 

5
 Levinas. 



 

 

us the hope of glory, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, whose power is mercy from 

the Cross. 

 Today on this Feast of All Saints we discern the mystery once hidden now made manifest 

in the glory of the Kingdom of Christ, in all its manifold and reflected splendour. And yet we 

look on not as spectators but as participants in the same race and struggle of faith of which the 

saints are crowned and sealed victorious. For their righteousness is not their own, but the mercy 

of the cross of Jesus given to faith. Their glory is not in themselves but in the gospel
6
; their 

washing and feeding; in the Blood of the Lamb; their consolation, that God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes. Ours by faith and hope in the same communion and fellowship of the 

Saints into which we are knit in the Church, the mystical body,  is the righeousness of the cross, 

the glory of the gospel, the sacramental cleansing and nourishing of the grace of Christ. So let us 

even now use the same righteousness, glory, and healing remedies given to faith and hope as 

were afforded the saints in their generations and apply them to ourselves and the holy souls for 

whom we pray tomorrow; aroused to follow after where the saints have gone before  us ‘in all 

virtuous and godly living’, that our love in this life may in the judgment at the evening of lives 

be commensurate to our hope, and that lives of worship as love may run out into the glory of the 

nearer vision of God the Father,+ God the Son and God the Holy Ghost to whom from All the 

Saints be ascribed as is His most just due; all might, majesty, dominion and honour; henceforth 

and for ever. Amen.   CO’B+ 
 

 

                                                           
6
 Suggested by John James, A Comment upon the Collects. 


